
Executive Summary 

The Adelaide South Australia (SA) EDRS 

comprises a sentinel sample of people who 

regularly use ecstasy and/or other illicit 

stimulants, recruited via social media and 

word-of mouth in Adelaide, SA. The results are 

not representative of all people who use illicit 

drugs, nor of use in the general population. 

Data were collected in 2024 from April-May. 

Interviews from 2020 onwards were 

delivered face-to-face as well as via 

telephone, to reduce the risk of COVID-19 

transmission; all interviews prior to 2020 

were conducted face-to-face. This 

methodological change should be factored 

into all comparisons of data from the 2020-

2024 samples, relative to previous years.  

Sample Characteristics 

The EDRS sample (N=101) recruited from 

Adelaide, South Australia (SA) was similar to 

the sample in 2023 and in previous years. 

Gender remained stable between 2023 and 

2024, with 44% identifying as male (52% in 

2023), and participants had a median age of 23 

years (26 years in 2023). Participants reported 

a mean of 12 years of school in 2024 (range: 8-

12), a significant increase from 11 years in 2023 

(range: 7-12; p=0.009). One third (34%) of the 

sample reported full-time employment (27% in 

2023) and 39% reported part time/casual 

employment (37% in 2023). Accommodation 

significantly changed (p=0.033), with more 

participants living in their own house/flat (16%; 

n≤5 in 2023) and less participants residing in a 

rented house/flat (37%; 52% in 2023) at the 

time of interview. Drug of choice and drug used 

most often remained stable between 2023 and 

2024, with one quarter (24%) nominating 

ecstasy as their drug of choice (20% in 2023), 

and one quarter (25%) nominating cannabis as 

the drug used most often in the month 

preceding interview (25% in 2023).  
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2023). Price, perceived purity and perceived 

availability for cocaine largely remained stable 

between 2023 and 2024. 

Cannabis and/or Cannabinoid-Related 

Products 

Recent use of non-prescribed cannabis and/or 

cannabinoid-related products remained stable 

in 2024 (73%), relative to 2023 (70%). Among 

those who had recently used non-prescribed 

cannabis and/or cannabinoid-related products, 

one fifth (18%) reported daily use, a significant 

decrease from 37% in 2023 (p=0.015). Bush 

cannabis was the most used form of non-

prescribed cannabis in 2024 (64%; 65% in 

2023), followed by hydroponic cannabis (63%; 

60% in 2023). The price, perceived potency and 

perceived availability of hydroponic and bush 

cannabis remained stable in 2024 relative to 

2023.  

Non-Prescribed Ketamine, LSD and 

DMT 

Recent use of non-prescribed ketamine (49%; 

37% in 2023), LSD (28%; 33% in 2023) and DMT 

(10%; 12% in 2023) remained stable in 2024, 

relative to 2023. Median frequency of use 
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In 2024, 54% reported that they had ever heard 

of naloxone (57% in 2023), of which 88% were 

able to correctly identify the purpose of 

naloxone (91% in 2023).  

Sexual activity, mental health and health 

service access 

Eighty-five per cent of the Adelaide sample 

reported engaging in sexual activity in the past 

four weeks (74% in 2023), of which 86% 

reported using alcohol and/or other drugs 

prior to or while engaging in sexual activity 

(86% in 2023). Half (55%) of the sample 

reported having a HIV test in their lifetime, a 

significant decrease from 74% in 2023 

(p=0.010).  

Mental health remained stable in 2024, with 

56% reporting experiencing a mental health 

problem in the six months preceding interview 

(67% in 2023), of which anxiety (71%) and 


