
who use illicit drugs, nor of use in the 

general population. Data were collected 

in 2024 from April-June. Interviews from 

2020 onwards were delivered face-to-

face as well as via telephone, to reduce 

the risk of COVID-19 transmission; all 

interviews prior to 2020 were conducted 

face-to-face. This methodological 

change should be factored into all 

comparisons of data from the 2020-2024 

samples, relative to previous years.  

Sample Characteristics 

The EDRS sample (N=100) recruited from 

Melbourne was similar to the sample in 

2023 and in previous years. Gender 

remained stable between 2023 and 2024, 

with 48%  identifying as female (42% in 

2023), and participants had a median age 

of 25 years. The per cent of respondents 

that reported being a current student (39%; 

31% in 2023) or holding a tertiary 

qualification (60%; 71% in 2023) remained 

stable. There was a significant change in 

respondents employment status (

–1737; p<0.001). There was a 

significant change in drug of choice 

between 2023 and 2024 (p=0.026), with 

more participants nominating ketamine 

(20%; 13% in 2023) and cocaine (19%; 14% 

in 2023) as their drug of choice. Drug used 

most often in the month preceding 

interview changed significantly in 2024 

(p=0.012), with fewer participants 

nominating ecstasy (15%; 27% in 2023) and 

alcohol (6%; 18% in 2023) and more 

nominating cannabis (31%; 22% in 2023) 

and cocaine (18%; 11% in 2023).   

Non-Prescribed Ecstasy 

Recent use of any non-prescribed ecstasy in 

the six months prior to interview remained 

stable in 2024 relative to 2023 (95%; 99% in 

2023). Pills (65%) and capsules (64%) 

remained the most commonly used forms of 

non-prescribed ecstasy. Frequency of use 

remained stable for all four forms of non-

prescribed ecstasy. The perceived 

availability of non-prescribed ecstasy 

capsules significantly changed between 

2023 and 2024 (p=0.008), with more 

participants (55%) reporting that capsules 

were ‘very easy’ to obtain (40% in 2023) and 

a corresponding decrease in those reporting 

‘difficult’ obtainment (n≤5; 16% in 2023). 

The perceived availability of non-prescribed 

ecstasy pills, crystal and powder remained 

stable in 2024, as did the perceived purity of 

all forms of non-prescribed ecstasy. In 2024, 

the median reported price of non-

prescribed ecstasy pills ($30; IQR=25–35; 

$38 in 2023; IQR=30–40; p=0.031), capsules 

($25; IQR=20–30; $30 in 2023; IQR=25–30; 

p=0.006), and crystal ($200; IQR=150–250; 

$250 in 2023; IQR=200–250; p=0.041) 

decreased significantly relative to 2023.   
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Methamphetamine 

Twenty-nine per cent of the Melbourne 

sample reported recent use of any 

methamphetamine, stable compared to 

2023 (29%). Frequency of use also 

remained stable, with participants 

reporting a median of 6 days in 2024 (2 

days in 2023). One fifth (20%) reported 

recent use of methamphetamine powder, 

while 12% reported recent use of 

methamphetamine crystal. The perceived 

price, purity and availability of 

methamphetamine remained stable 

between 2024 and 2023.   

Non-Prescribed Pharmaceutical 

Stimulants  

The percentage of participants reporting 

any recent non-prescribed pharmaceutical 

stimulant (e.g., dexamphetamine, 

methylphenidate, modafinil) use has 

increased since the commencement of 

monitoring, from 9% in 2007, peaking at 

66% in 2022, declining to 60% in 2024 (47% 

in 2023). Recent use of Modafinil 

significantly decreased in 2024 (n≤5; 28% 

in 2023; p=0.009). 

Cocaine 

The percentages of participants reporting 

recent use of cocaine remained stable at 

80% in 2024 (90% in 2023). Frequency of 

use of cocaine in the six months prior to 

interview increased from 5 days in 2023 to 

8 days in 2024 (p=0.045). Fifteen percent of 

those who had recently used cocaine 

reported weekly or more frequent use. 

Perceived purity and perceived availability 

for cocaine remained stable between 2023 

and 2024. 

Cannabis and/or Cannabinoid-

Related Products 

Seventy-two percent of the sample 

reported any recent use of non-prescribed 

cannabis and/or cannabinoid-related 

products, stable compared to 2023 (67%). 
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reported by 31% of participants. Recent use 

of nicotine pouches was reported by 17% 

of the sample, with a median frequency of 




