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Executive Summary 

The Perth Western Australia (W A) EDRS 

comprises a sentinel sample of people who 

regularly use ecstasy and /or other illicit 

stimulants recruited via social media  and via 

word -of mouth in Perth, W A. The results are 

not representative of all people who use illicit 

drugs, nor of use in the general population.  
Data were collected in 202 4 from April -July. 
Interviews from  2020 onwards  were 
delivered face -to -face as well as via 
telephone, to reduce the risk of COVID -19 
transmission ; all interviews prior to 2020 
were conducted face -to -face. This 
methodological change should be factored 
into all comparisons of data from the 2020 -
2024 samples, relative to previous years .  

Sample Characteristics 
The Perth EDRS sample (N=100) was similar to 

the sample in 202 3 and in prev ious years. 

Gender and age remained stable between 202 3 

and 2024, with 59% identifying as male (5 9% in 

2023), and participants reporting  a median age 

of 21 years. Half (51%) reported being current 

students in 202 4 (31% in 2023; p=0.008), while  

40% held tertiary qualifications ( 53% in 2023). 

Half (52%) reported part time/casual 

employment , while o ne quarter (27%) report ed 

full -time employment . Approximately  half the 

sample (53%) reported residing in their 

parents/family home  at  the time of interview , 

while one third (33%) reported living in a rental 

house/flat. Cannabis and ecstasy were the most 

commonly reported drugs of choice (2 9% and 

28%, respectively ), and were also the drug s  

reportedly used most often in the month 

preceding interview ( 38% and 16%, 

respectively ).  

Non-Prescribed Ecstasy 
The per cent of the sample reporting recent use 

of any non-
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on the last occasion of ecstasy or related drug 

use (excluding tobacco and e -cigarettes).  

One quarter  (24%) of participants reported 

using stimulants or related drugs for 48 hours 

or more continuously without sleep in the six 

months preceding interview (41% in 2023).  

Dependence, injecting and overdose 
Four fifths (79%) of the Perth sample 
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Background  

The Ecstasy and Related Drugs Reporting System (EDRS)  is an illicit drug monitoring system which has 

been conducted in all states and territories of Australia since 2003, and forms part of Drug Trends . 

The purpose is to provide a coordinated approach to monitoring the use, market features, and harms 

of ecstasy and related drugs. This includes  drugs that are routinely used in the context of 

entertainment venues and other recreational locations, including ecstasy, methamphetamine, cocaine, 





https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/australian-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/australian-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/research-impact/research-areas/drug-trends
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/ndarc-projects/the-illicit-drug-reporting-system-idrs
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/ndarc-projects/the-illicit-drug-reporting-system-idrs
mailto:drugtrends@unsw.edu.au
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1 
Sample Characteristics 

In 2024, the Perth  EDRS sample was  mostly similar to the sample in 202 3 and in previous years  (Table 

2).  

Gender remained stable between 202 3 and 2024 (p=0.322), with  three  fifths  (59%) of the sample 

identifying as male (5 9% in 2023). The median age of the sample was 2 1 years (IQR= 19-28), stable 

relative to 202 3 (23 years; IQR=2 0-30; p=0.508). 

Accommodation remained stable ( p=0.148), with 53% of the sample reporting that they  were living 

with their parents/in their family hous e (36% in 2023) and most of the remaining participants resid ing 

in a rented house/flat ( 33%; 46% in 2023). 

Participants reported a mean of 12 years of school in 2024 (range: 9 -12; 12 years in 2023; range: 9 -12; 

p=0.348) and half (51%) were current students, a significant increase  relative to 202 3 (31%; p=0.008). 

Two  fifths ( 40%) had obtained a post -school qualification(s) ( 53% in 2023; p=0.095).  

Current e mployment status remained stable between 202 3 and 2024 (p=0.163). Specifically, half (52%) 

reported being employed on a part time/casual basis at the time of interview (42% in 2023), 27% 

reported being employed full -time  (39% in 2023), and 15% reported being unemployed at the time 

of interview ( 1
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 Perth, WA  National  
 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2024 

Homosexual  - - - - 6 7 

7

https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs


https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
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Figure 3: Weekly or more frequent substance use in the past six months , Perth, WA, 2003-2024 

 

Note. Computed from the entire sample regardless of whether they had used the substance in the past six months.  Monitoring of 

pharmaceutical stimulants commenced in 2007.  Prior to 2021, we did not distinguish between prescribed and non -prescribed cannabis, and 

as such it is possible that 2017 -2020

https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs


Ecstasy and Related Drugs Reporting System 20 24 

 

  13 

2  
Non-Prescribed Ecstasy 

Participants were asked about their recent (past six month) use of various forms of non-prescribed 

ecstasy (3,4 -methylenedoxymethamphetamine), including pills, powder, capsules, and crystal.  

Patterns of Consumption ( Any Ecstasy) 

Recent Use (past 6 months) 
The per cent of the Perth sample reporting r ecent use of any  non-prescribed  ecstasy in the six months 

preceding interview significantly declined from 98%  in 2023 to 89% in 2024  (p=0.018) (Figure 4). 

Consistent with recent years , the most commonly used forms of non-prescribed ecstasy in the six 

months preceding interview  in 2024 were capsules (54%; 59% in 2023; p=0.567) and crystal  (51%; 57% 

in 2023; p=0.473). Meanwhile, non-prescribed ecstasy  pills  (27%; 33% in 2023; p=0.437) and powder 

(28%; 29% in 2023) remained the le ast  commonly reported forms used.  

Frequency of Use  
Participants reported using non-prescribed  ecstasy (in any form) on a median of nine days  in the six 

months preceding interview  (IQR=4-18; n=89), stable relative to 2023  (7 days; IQR=5-15; n=98; 

p=0.453) (Figure 5). Weekly or more frequent use of any form of non-prescribed  ecstasy remained 

stable  at 18%  in 2024 (18% in 2023) (Figure 4).  

Number of Forms Used 
Among participants who had recently used  non-prescribed ecstasy and commented ( n=89), a median 

of two  forms  of non-prescribed ecstasy  were reportedly used in the past six months  (IQR=1-2), stable 

relative to 2023 ( median 2 forms ; IQR-1-2; n=98; p=0.505). 

 



https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
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Quantity:  Among those who reported recent 

use and responded  (n=44), the median �¶typical �· 
amount  of ecstasy crystal  used per session was 

0.28 grams (IQR=0.20-0.40; 0.40 grams  in 2023; 

IQR=0.20-0.50; n=52; p=0.017), while the 

median maximum  amount used per session 

was 0.50  grams (IQR=0.24-0.70; n=44; 0.50 

grams in 202 3; IQR=0.34-1.00; n=52; p=0.138). 

Non-Prescribed Ecstasy Powder 
Recent Use (past 6 months) : Recent use of 

non-prescribed ecstasy powder was reported 

by 28% of the Perth sample in 2024, stable 

relative to 29% in 2023 (
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Perceived Availabilit y: The perceived 

availability of non-prescribed ecstasy capsules  

remained stable between 202 3 and 2024 

(p=0.892). Among those able to comment  in 

2024 (n=48), most  (84%) reported  capsules  as 

�E�H�L�Q�J�� �¶�Y�H�U�\�� �H�D�V�\�·�� �R�U�� �¶�H�D�V�\�·�� �W�R�� �R�E�W�D�L�Q�� ��86% in 

2023), while the remaining 17% reported that 

they  were  �¶�G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W�·��to obtain (15% in 2023) 

(Figure 13). 

Ecstasy Crystal 
Price: The median price per gram of ecstasy 

crystal in 2024 was  $300  (IQR=250-350; n=27), 

representing a significant decline relative to 

$350 in 2023 (IQR=300-350; n=38; p=0.047) 

(Figure 7).  

Perceived Purity: A significant change was 

identified in relation to the perceived purity of 

non-prescribed crystal between 202 3 and 2024 

(p=0.020).  Among those able to comment  in 

2024 (n=45), there was an increase in the per 

cent of participants reporting the purity of 

crystal as  being �¶fluctuating �·����31%; 11% in 2023) 

and �¶



https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
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Figure 10: Current perceived purity of  non-prescribed ecstasy crystal, Perth, WA, 2017-2024 

 
Note. Market questions were only asked for all forms of ecstasy from 2017 onwards. Data labels are not shown for any of the s tacked bar 
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3 
Methamphetamine   

Participants were asked about their recent (past six month) use of various forms of methamphetamine, 
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Patterns of Consumption  (by 
form)  

Methamphetamine Powder 
Few participants  (n�•
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Price, Perceived Purity and 
Perceived Availability  

Due to low numbers  ���Q�•������ details will not be 

reported on the price, perceived purity and 

perceived availability  for methamphetamine 

powder or base. Please refer to the 2024 

National EDRS Report  for national trends, or 

contact the Drug Trends team for further 

information  (drugtrends@unsw.edu.au) .  

Methamphetamine Crystal  
Price:  Few participants (�Q�•��) w ere able to 

comment  on the price per point ($60 in 2023; 

IQR=50-100; n=10; p=0.764) or gram ($400 in 

2023; IQR=300-550; n=7; p=0.764) of 

methamphetamine  crystal in 2024, and 

therefore, further details are not reported 

(Figure 18). Please refer to the 2024 National 

EDRS Report  for national trends, or contact the 

Drug Trends team for further information  

(drugtrends@unsw.edu.au) .   

Perceived Purity: The perceived purity of 

methamphetamine crys tal remained stable 

between 202 3 and 2024 (p=0.638). However, 

few participants (�Q�•��) reported specific purity 

levels (e.g. , �¶�K�L�J�K�·�� �R�U�� �¶�O�R�Z�·���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H, 

further details are not reported. (Figure 19).  

Please refer to the 2024 National EDRS Report  

for national trends, or contact the Drug Trends 

team for further information  

(drugtrends@unsw.edu.au)
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https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
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4 
Non-Prescribed Pharmaceutical Stimulants  



https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
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Figure 22 : Current perceived availability of non -prescribed pharmaceutical stimulants, Perth, WA, 2022 -2024 

 

Note. Data labels are not shown for any of the stacked bar charts in the jurisdictional reports; see data tables  for values. Data are suppressed 

in the figure and data tables where n �•5 responded to the item.  Statistical significance for 2023 versus 2024 presented in figure; *p<0.050; 

**p<0.010; ***p<0.001. Please refer to Table 1 for a guide to table /figure  notes.    
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5 
Cocaine  

Participants were asked about their recent (past six month) use of various forms of cocaine , including 

powder and crack /rock cocaine. Cocaine hydrochloride, a salt derived from the coca plant, is the most 

common form of cocaine available in Australia. �¶�&�U�D�F�N�·�� �F�R�F�D�L�Q�H�� �L�V�� �D�� �I�R�U�P�� �R�I�� �I�U�H�H�E�D�V�H�� �F�R�F�D�L�Q�H��
���K�\�G�U�R�F�K�O�R�U�L�G�H���U�H�P�R�Y�H�G�������Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���S�X�U�H�����¶�&�U�D�F�N�·���L�V���P�R�V�W���S�U�H�Y�D�O�H�Q�W���L�Q���1�R�U�W�K���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���D�Q�G��
infrequently encountered in Australia.  

Patterns of Consumption  

Recent Use (past 6 months)  
Since 2016, the per cent reporting any recent cocaine use has steadily  increased. In 202 4, 71% of the 

Perth  sample reported  recent use , stable relative  62% in 2023 (p=0.236) (Figure 23).   

Frequency of Use  
Cocaine was used on a median of three  days in the six months preceding interview  in 2024 (IQR=1-6; 

n=71), stable from  three  days in 202 3 (IQR=1-6; n=62; p=0.925) (Figure 23). Few participants ���Q�•��) 
reported w eekly or more frequent use of cocaine in 2024 (�Q�•�� in 2023). 

Routes of Administration  
Among participants who had recently consumed cocaine and commented (n=7 1), the vast majority 

(97%) reported snorting  it  (97% in 2023), 10% reported  �¶�V�Z�D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�· it  (�Q�•�� in 2023; p=0.174), and few 

participants (�Q�•���� reported smoking it  (�Q�•�� in 2023).  

Quantity  
Of those who reported recent cocaine use and  responded  (n=41), the median amount used in a 

�¶�W�\�S�L�F�D�O�· session was 0. 40 grams (IQR=0.

three

 

925

three

 grams 

in 2023;

. 

(IQR=0.
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Figure 24: Median price of cocaine per gram , 

https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
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Figure 26: Current perceived ava.64  l64  ability of coca.64  ne, 
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6 
Cannabis and/or Cannabinoid -Related Products 

Participants were asked about their recent (past six month) use of various forms of cannabis, including 

indoor-�F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H�G���F�D�Q�Q�D�E�L�V���Y�L�D���D���K�\�G�U�R�S�R�Q�L�F���V�\�V�W�H�P�����¶�K�\�G�U�Rponic�·�����D�Q�G���R�X�W�G�R�R�U-cultivated cannabis 

���¶�E�X�V�K�·�������K�D�V�K�L�V�K�����K�D�V�K���R�L�O�����F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O�O�\���S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���H�G�L�E�O�H�V���D�Q�G���&�%�'���D�Q�G���7�+�&���H�[�W�U�D�F�W�� 

Terminology throughout this chapter refers to:  

 

�‡��Prescribed use:  use of cannabis and/or cannabinoid related products obtained by a prescription in 

�W�K�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q�·�V���Q�D�P�H���� 

�‡��Non -prescribed use:  use of cannabis and/or cannabinoid related products which the person did  

not have a prescription for (i.e., illegally sourced or obtained from a  

�S�U�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���H�O�V�H�·�V���Q�D�P�H��; and  

�‡��Any use:  use of cannabis and/or cannabinoid related products obtained through either of the above 

means.  

Patterns of Consumption  

Participants were asked about their use of both prescribed and non -prescribed cannabis and/or 

cannabinoid-related products . One tenth (9%) of the Perth sample  
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Figure 
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Price, Perceived Potency and 
Perceived Availability  

Hydroponic Cannabis  

Price: The median price per gram of 

hyd roponic cannabis in 2024 was $ 25 
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Figure 29: Median price of non-prescribed hydroponic ( A) and bush (B) cannabis per ounce and gram , Perth, 
WA, 2006-2024 

(A)  Hydroponic cannabis  

 

(B) Bush cannabis  

 

Note. From 2006 onwards hydroponic and bush cannabis data collected separately. Data from 2022 onwards refers to non-prescribed 

cannabis only ; prior to 2022, we did not distinguish between prescribed and non -prescribed cannabis, and as such it is possible that 2017 -

2021 figures include some participants who reported on the price of prescribed cannabis (with medicinal cannabis first legali sed in Australia 

in November 2 016), although we anticipate these numbers would be very low.  Data labels are only provided for the first and two most 

�U�H�F�H�Q�W���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���G�D�W�D���D�U�H���V�X�S�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���I�L�J�X�U�H���D�Q�G���G�D�W�D���W�D�E�O�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���Q�•�����U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G. For historical numbers, please
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Figure 31: Current perceived availability of non-prescribed hydroponic (A) and bush (B) cannabis, Perth, WA, 
2006-2024 

(A)  Hydroponic cannabis  

 

(B) Bush cannabis  

 

Note. From 2006 onwards hydroponic and bush cannabis data collected separately. Data from 2022 onwards refers to non-prescribed 

cannabis only ; prior to 2022, we did not distinguish between prescribed and non -prescribed cannabis, and as such it is possible that 2017 -

2021 figures include some participants who reported on the price of prescribed cannabis (with medicinal cannabis first legali sed in Australia 

in November 2016) , although we anticipate these numbers would be very low.  Data labels are not shown for any of the stacked bar charts 

in the jurisdictional reports; see data tables  for values. Data are suppressed in the figure and data tables where n �•5 responded  to the item.   

Recruitment difficulties were experienced in 2011 (total sample N=28) therefore all data from this year should be interpreted  with caution. 

Statistical significance for 202 3 versus 202 4 presented in figure; *p<0.050; **p<0.010; ***p<0.001. Please refer to  
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7 
Ketamine, LSD and DMT 

Non-Prescribed Ketamine 

Patterns of Consumption  

Recent Use (past 6 months) : There has been a steady upward trend in non-prescribed use of 

ketamine since about 2016  (Figure 32). In 2024, 55% of the  Perth sample reported recent non-

prescribed ketamine use , representing a significant increase from 36% in 2023 ( p=0.014) and the 

highest percentage observed since mon itoring commenced. 

Frequency of Use: Among those reporting recent use  (n=55), non-prescribed  ketamine  was  use d on 

a median of three days in the six months preceding interview (IQR= 1-15), stable from three days in 

2023 (IQR=2-5; n=36; p=0.300) (Figure 32). Sixteen per cent  (n=9) reported weekly or more frequent 

use of non-prescribed ketamine  in 2024 (�Q�•�� in 2023; p=0.082).  

Routes of Administratio n: Among participants who had recently used non-prescribed ketamine and 

commented  (n=55), the vast majority  (96%) reported snorting it in the six months preceding interview  

(97% in 2023), while  few  participants ���Q�•���� reported  swallowing  it  (�Q�•�� in 2023; p=0.699).  
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Figure 32

https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
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Figure 33: Median price of non-prescribed ketamine per gram , Perth, WA, 2003-2024 

 

Note. Among those who commented. Between 2003 and 20 12, the number of participants able to comment on price were too few to 

compute a median . Data from 2023 onwards refers to non-prescribed ketamine only (noting that although ketamine has been used as an 

anaesthetic for many years, it only become available via prescription, for treatment resistant depression, in 2021).  Data labels are only 

provided for the first and two most recent years of monitoring, however data are suppressed in the figure and data tables whe �U�H�� �Q�•����
responded . For historical numbers, please refer to the data tables . The error bars represent the IQR. Statistical significance for 202 3 versus 

2024 presented in figure;  *p<0.050; **p<0.010; ***p<0.001. Please refer to Table 1 for a guide to table /figure  note s.  

 

Figure 34: Current perceived purity of non-prescribed ketamine , Perth, WA, 2003-2024 

 

Note. Between 2003 -2015 and in 2017, few participants ( n�•5) were  able to comment on  perceived  purity  and data are therefore suppressed 

in the figure and data tables .  

https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
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LSD 

Patterns of Consumption  

Recent Use (past 6 months) : One third (33%)  of the Perth sample  reported recent LSD use  in 2024, 

stable relative to 2023  (36%; p=0.763) (Figure 36).  

Frequency of Use: Median days of  LSD use has  remained low  over monitoring years . Among those 

reporting recent use in 202 4 (n=33), frequency of use remained stable at three days (IQR=1-6; 2 days 

in 2023; IQR=1-4; p=0.609) (Figure 36). No participants who had recently consumed LSD reported 

weekly or more frequent use in 202 4 (�Q�•�� in 2023). 

Routes of Administratio n: 

https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
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https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs


https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
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8 
New Psychoactive Substances  

New Psychoactive Substances ( NPS) are often defined as substances which do not fall under 

international drug control, but which may pose a public health threat. However, there is no universally 

accepted definition, and in practicality the term has come to include drugs which have previous ly not 

been well -established in recreational drug markets.  

In previous (2010 -2020) EDRS reports, DMT and para methoxyamphetamine (PMA) were categorised 

as NPS. However, the classification of these substances as NPS is not universally accepted, and in 2021 

onwards, the decision was  made to exclude them from this category . This means that the figures 

presented below for recent use of tryptamine, phenethylamine and any NPS will not align with those 

in our 2010-2020 reports.  

Further, some organisations (e.g., the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime) include plant -based 

substances in their definition of NPS, whilst other organisations exclude them. To allow comparability 

�Z�L�W�K���E�R�W�K���P�H�W�K�R�G�V�����Z�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���I�L�J�X�U�H�V���I�R�U���¶�D�Q�\�·���1�3�6��use, both including and excluding plant -based 

NPS.  

Recent Use (past 6 months) 
Any NPS use, including plant -

https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/australian-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
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Table 3: Past six month use of NPS (including and excluding plant -based NPS), Perth, WA, 2010-2024 

% Including plant -based NPS 
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 2010  

(N=100)  

2011  

(N=28)  

2012  

(N=90)  

2013  

(N=100)  

2014  

(N=100)  

2015  

(N=100)  

2016  

(N=100)  

2017 
(N=100)  

2018 
(N=100)  

2020  

(N=100)  

2020  

(N=100)  

2021 
(N=100)  

2022 
(N=100)  

2023 
(N=100)  

2024 
(N=100)  

% Other drugs that mimic the 
effect of amphetamine or 
cocaine  

/ / / / / / / 0 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 

% Other drugs that mimic the 
effect of psychedelic drugs like 
LSD  

/ / / / / / / - - 0 0 - 0 0 - 

Other new and emerging 
psychoactive substances  

/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / 0 
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9 
Other Drugs 

Non-Prescribed Pharmaceutical Drugs 

Codeine 
Before the 1  February 2018, people could access low -dose codeine products (<30mg, e.g., Nurofen 

Plus) over -the -counter (OTC), while high -�G�R�V�H�� �F�R�G�H�L�Q�H�� ���–�����P�J���� �H���J������ �3�D�Q�D�G�H�L�Q�H�� �)�R�U�W�H���� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G�� �D��
prescription from a doctor. On 1 February 2018, legislation changed so that all codeine products, low -
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Frequency of Use:  Participants reported using GHB/GBL/1,4-BD on a median of three  days (IQR= 1-

20; n=9) in the six months prior to interview , stable relative to  2023 (20 days; IQR=3 -39; p=0.393). 

Figure 42: Past six month use of other illicit drugs, Perth, WA, 2003-2024 

 

Note. In �������������S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H���D�V�N�H�G���P�R�U�H���E�U�R�D�G�O�\���D�E�R�X�W���¶�V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�V���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q�·�����Z�L�W�K���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���D�V�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�P�H�Q�W���E�\���I�R�U�P�����Z�K�L�F�K���P�D�\ 

have �L�P�S�D�F�W�H�G���W�K�H���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H���I�R�U���¶�F�D�S�V�X�O�H�V���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�V���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q�·�����<���D�[�L�V���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���U�H�G�X�F�H�G���W�R 60% to improve visibility of trends. Data labels are 

only provided for the first and two most recent years of monitoring, however labels are suppressed where there are small numb �H�U�V�����L���H�������Q�•����
but not 0). For historical numbers, please refer to the 



Ecstasy and Related Drugs Reporting System 20 24 

 

  61 

p=0.396). Among those who had recently used tobacco  (n=70), one third  (36%) reported daily use 

(48% in 2023; p=0.221).  

E-cigarettes  
From October 2021, Australians were required to have a prescription to legally access nicotine 

containing e -cigarette products for any purpose. In 2022, participants were asked for the first time 

about their use of both prescribed and non -prescribed e -cigarettes. Few participants reported recent 

use of prescribed e -�F�L�J�D�U�H�W�W�H�V���L�Q���������������Q�•���������������������Q�•��) and 2024 (�Q�•��). Data below for 2022 to 2024 

refer only to non -prescribed e -cigarette use; data for 2021 and earlier refers to any e -cigarette use.  

Recent Use (past 6 months): Recent use of non-prescribed e-cigarettes was reported by 69% of the 

Perth sample in 202 4 (62% in 2023; p=0.374) (Figure 43). �)�H�Z���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V�����Q�•�������L�Q���W�K�H���3�H�U�W�K���V�D�P�S�O�H��
reported recent use of prescribed e -
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in 2023 (IQR=5-50; n=50; p=0.009). Meanwhile,  t he median maximum amount used per session was 

10 bulbs ( IQR=5-20; n=28), representing another significant decrease from 30 bulbs in 2023 (IQR=10 -

80; n=50; p=0.005). However,  when interpreting this data, it is important to consider that  in Australia 

and internationally, there has been a shift from the use of small nitrous oxide bulbs  (~8g)  to larger 

cannisters  (~0.6 -3.5 Litres ), and the latter are increasing ly  linked with harmful use . EDRS participants 

therefore  had the option of responding with a measure of bulbs , grams , or Litres  in 2024
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Figure 43
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10 
Drug-R
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Binge Drug Use 
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Table 5: AUDIT total scores and per  cent of participants scoring above recommended levels, Perth, WA, 2010-2024 



https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/australian-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
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Non-Fatal Depressant Overdose 
Alcohol:  In 2024, one fifth (18%) of the Perth  sample reported a non -fatal alcohol overdose in the 12 

months preceding interview ( 12% in 2023; p=0.327) on a median of two occasions (IQR=1 -4). Of those 

who had experienced an alcohol overdose in the past year (n= 18), the majority ( 88%) reported that 

they did not receiv e treatment on the last occasion. The main reason for not receiving treatment on 

the last occasion was because it �¶�Z�D�V�Q�·�W���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���H�Q�R�X�J�K�·���������������� 

Any depressant ( including alcohol) : One fifth  (21%) of the sample reported that they had 

experienced a ny  non-fatal depressant overdose in the preceding 12 months  in 2024 (20% in 2023) 

(Figure 47).  

Of those who had experienced any depressant over dose in the past 12 months (n= 21), the  most 

common depressant drug  reportedly  involved  was alcohol ( 86%). Few participants (n �•5) reported an 

overdose due to other drugs, therefore, these data are suppressed.  

https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/australian-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/australian-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
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preceding interview  (�Q�•�� in 2023; p=0.677). Please refer to the  2024 National EDRS Report  for national 

trends, or contact the Drug Trends team for further information  (drugtrends@unsw.edu.au ).  

Injecting Drug Use and Associated Risk Behaviours  

In 2024, one tenth (1 0%) of the Perth sample  reported that they had ever injected a drug , stable from 

11% in 2023. No participants reported injecting a drug in the month preceding interview  (n�•5 in 2023; 

p=0.246) (Figure 48). Please refer to the 2024 

https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/australian-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
mailto:drugtrends@unsw.edu.au
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/australian-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/australian-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/australian-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
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To assess ecstasy dependence  in the past six months , a cut -off score of three  or more was used, as 

this has been found to be a good balance between sensitivity and specificity for identifying 

https://benthamopen.com/contents/pdf/TOADDJ/TOADDJ-4-13.pdf
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Sexual Health Behaviours 

Four fifths (81%) of the Perth  sample  reported  engaging in some form of  sexual activity in the four 

weeks preceding interview ( 77% in 2023; p=0.601). Given the sensitive nature of these questions, 

participants were given the option of self -completing this section of the interview (if the interview was 

undertaken face -to -face). 

Of those who had engaged in sexual activity in the past four  weeks and responded (n= 81), 84% 

reported that they had used alcohol and/or other drugs before or during sexual activity in the 

preceding month  (83% in 2023). Of those who had engaged in sexual activity in the past four  weeks 

and responded (n= 81), one tenth (9%)  reported that their use of alcohol and/or other drugs had 

impaired their ability to neg otiate their wishes during sex  (9% in 2023), while 31% (n=25) reported 

that they had used alcohol and/or other drugs to enhance sexual activity or pleasure with another 

person (not asked prior to 2024) . F�H�Z���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�Q�W�V�����Q�•������had engaged in sexual activity in exchange 

for money, drugs, or other goods or services  (not asked prior to 2024)  (Table 7).  

Of th e total sample  who responded  (n=99), one fifth  (22%) reported a sexual health check up in the 

past six  months  (22% in 2023), whilst  half (52%) had done so in their lifetime ( 69% in 2023; p=0.020). 

Of t he total sample  who responded  (n=99), few participants  (n�•5) reported  that  they had been 

diagnosed with a  sexually transmitted infection ( STI) in the past six months  (n�•5 in 2023), whil st  one 

fifth ( 19%) reported a positive diagnosis in their lifetime  (20% in 2023). Due to low numbers reporting 

on the specific types of STIs diagnosed  ���Q�•��������please refer to the 2024 National EDRS Report  for 

national trends, or contact the Drug Trends team for further information  (drugtrends@unsw.edu.au) . 

Of the total sample who responded ( n=99), 13% reported having had a test for hum0000( )-18(the)4( )-18(past)-0 0 u9b re
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Table 7: Sexual health behaviours, 
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Psychological Distress (K10) 
The Kessler Psychological Distress Scale 10 (K10)  was administered to obtain a measure of 

psychological distress in the past four weeks. It is a 10 -item standardised measure that has been found 

to have good psychometric properties and to identify clinical levels of psychological distress as 

measured by t he Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders/the Structured Clinical 

Interview for DSM disorders.  

The minimum score is 10 (indicating no ps ychological distress) and the maximum is 50 (indicating 

very high psychological distress). Scores can be coded into  four categories to describe degrees of 

distress: scores from 10 �²15 are considered to indicate  �¶�O�R�Z�· psychological distress ; scores between 16�²
21 indicate  �¶�P�R�G�H�U�D�W�H�· psychological distress ; scores between 22�²29 indicate  �¶�K�L�J�K�· psychological 

distress ; and scores between 30�²50 indicate  �¶�Y�H�U�\�� �K�L�J�K�· psychological distress . Among the general 

population, scores of 30 or more have been demonstrated to indicate a high likelihood of having a 

mental health problem , and possibly requiring clinical assistance .  

Among those who responded in 202 4 (n=100), The per cent of participants scoring in each of the four  

K10 categories remained stable between 202 3 and 2024 (p=0.457). Among those who responded in 

2024 (n=100), one quarter (26%) of the Perth sample  had a score of 30 or more ( 21% in 2023) (Figure 

50).  

The National Health Survey 2022-23 �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D�Q���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���G�D�W�D���I�R�U���D�G�X�O�W�����–������ �\�H�D�U�V����K10 

scores.
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Health Service Access  

Twenty -nine per cent of the Perth sample  reported accessing any health service for alcohol and/or 

drug (AOD) support in the six months preceding interview in 202 4 (23% in 2023; p=0.422) (Error! R
eference source not found. ). The most common  service reported by participants in  2024 was  a 

psychologist (1 2%; 6% in 2023; p=0.219), followed by a drug and alcohol counsellor (10%;  �Q�•���� �L�Q��
2023





https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/csrh/our-projects/stigma-research-stream
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Table 9: Self-reported e xperiences of stigma  due to illicit drug use in the past six months , Perth, WA, 2022-
2023 

 2022 2023 2024 

% Experienced stigma in specialist AOD service:  n=100 
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Driving  
In 2024, most ( 89%) of the Perth  sample had driven a car, motorcycle or other vehicle in the last six 

,  
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Experience of Crime and Engagement with the Criminal Justice 
System 

In 2024, 37% �R�I���W�K�H���3�H�U�W�K���V�D�P�S�O�H���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���¶�D�Q�\�·���F�U�L�P�H���L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���P�R�Q�W�K����30% in 2023; p=0.372), with 

property crime ( 23%; 10% in 2023; p=0.020) and drug dealing ( 17%; 23% in 2023; p=0.375) being the 

two main forms of criminal activity ( Figure 53). 

In 2024, one tenth ( 11%) of the  Perth  sample reported being the victim of a crime involving violence  

in the past month , stable relative to 202 3 (14%; p=0.659) (Figure 54).  

Eight per cent  of the  Perth  sample reported having been arrested in the 12 months preceding 

interview, stable relative to 202 3
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Figure 54: Victim of crime involving violence in the past month, Perth, WA, 2019 -2024 

 
Note. Questions regarding being the victim of a crime involving violence were first asked in 2019. Data labels are only provided for the first 

and two most recent years of monitoring, however labels are suppressed where there are small numbers ���L���H�������Q�•�����E�X�W���Q�R�W�������� For historical 

numbers, please refer to the data tables . Statistical significance for 202 3 versus 202 4 presented in figure; * p<0.050; **p<0.010; ***p<0.001. 

Please refer to Table 1 for a guide to table /figure  note s.  

 

 

Figure 55: Lifetime incarceration, and past 12 month arrest and drug -related encounters with police that did 

https://www.unsw.edu.au/research/ndarc/resources/wa-drug-trends-2024-key-findings-from-the-edrs
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Table 10: Means of purchasing and obtaining illicit drugs  in the past 12 months , Perth, WA, 2020-2024 

 2020 

(N=100) 
2021 




