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course’s learning outcomes and/or volume of learning. A student seeking approval to be absent for 
more than one month must apply in writing to the Dean and provide all original or certified 
supporting documentation.  
 

For more information about the SAM attendance protocols, see the SAM policies and guidelines webpage: 
https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/resources/policies-guidelines.  
For information relating to Arts and Social Sciences protcols can be found here:  
https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/ The UNSW 
Policy can be viewed here: https://student.unsw.edu.au/attendance  
 
Essential Information  
 

https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/resources/policies-guidelines/
https://student.unsw.edu.au/conduct
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At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to  
 

¶ work independently to develop a complex research project;   

¶ analyse critically the structure, argumentation and quality of a thesis and/or practical project, and  

identify the methodological approaches employed;   

¶ engage with peers' and colleagues' research critically and in the spirit of intellectual openness and 

generosity;   

¶ present an outline of specific research questions developing out of their research, and identify  

research methods suitable for their project;   

¶ develop a formal research proposal for their Honours thesis and/or project.   
 

Teaching Strategies  
 
The course will be taught through a two-hour seminar each week. Discipline-speakers may be invited to 
contribute in several of the weeks. Students will present one aspect of their own research (major Honours 
project) at a symposium at the end of semester.  
 
My approach to teaching is informed by principles of interactivity, student agency, intellectual collectivism, 
and the sheer pleasure of scholarly knowledge and learning. The aim is to facilitate ways for students to 
access and foster a range of productive possibilities from the2 re
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Assessment 
 

In order to pass this course, you must make a serious attempt at ALL assessment tasks. This is a SAM 
requirement. 
 

Assessment task Length Weight Due date 

Thesis critique 
 
 

Formal research proposal 
 
 
Research presentation 
(AKA SAM Symposium) 

1500 words 
 
 

3500 words 
 
 
 

5 – 10 minutes 

25% 
 
 
50% 
 
 
 
25% 

Friday 30th March 
 
 
Friday 27th April 
 
 
 
TBA (The symposium 
will take place during 
Exam Week)  

 
Details: 

 
1. Thesis critique: 

 
Choose ONE recent (post–2008) article from a top-tier journal in your discipline.  
 
Your task is to submit a critical evaluation of the article you have chosen. Your critique should consider 
the following: 
 

¶ Topic – does the author justify their research topic and explain the relevance of the research 
project? Do they explain how the topic relates to broader issues and debates within their discipline? 

¶ Literature review – does the author cover relevant debates in the field or discipline, and how sound 
is the critical evaluation of relevant literature? Does the author successfully locate their thesis topic 
and research question within ongoing debates in their field or discipline? What awareness of other 
relevant research is displayed? How wide is the range of literature covered in the review, and how 
accurate and relevant is the critique of this literature? 

¶ Structure – does the article follow a logical structure? How does the structure relate to the research 
question and the analysis of relevant material? How well do the various sections relate to each 
other, and to the whole article? Is there an irrelevant section, or a section that is insufficiently 
developed? 

¶ 
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2. Research Proposal: 
 
Your research proposal must cover the following (we will discuss the suggested lengths for each part 
during class): 
 

¶ Tentative title: this should reflect the precise research question you intend to investigate or explore 
in your thesis. 

¶ Rationale: what are you seeking to research, or what problems do you intend to address in your 
thesis? Why is the topic of interest to you, and why do you think this research is necessary? How 
does it relate to existing, on-going debates in your discipline/field? 

o Creative Practice/Production students: describe in detail the project you are going to 
undertake and how it relates to your research questions. 

¶ Literature review: this will form the major part of the research proposal, and will establish both the 
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to your colleagues 
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1. Course schedule 
 

Date Time Location Seminar/Workshop content 

Week 1  
 
27 February 

Tutorial 1: 
9am-11am 
 
Tutorial 2: 
12pm – 2pm 

Webster 332  Introduction to the course: expectations, 
organization, and assessments.   
 
Workshop: What are you interested in 
researching, and why? 
 
 

Week 2  
 
6th March 

Tutorial 1: 
9am-11am 
 
Tutorial 2: 
12pm – 2pm 

Webster 332 Seminar: The Student-Supervisor Relationship   
 
Workshop: What is your research question?  
 
 

Week 3  
 
13 March 

Tutorial 1: 
9am-11am 
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Week 9 
 
1 May  

Tutorial 1: 
9am-11am 
 
Tutorial 2: 
12pm – 2pm 

Webster 332  


