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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location

mailto:sam@unsw.edu.au
https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Widespread in the humanities at the moment is a rethinking of what it means to be human. In this course
you will look at how literature and film use the nonhuman subjectivity of animals, monsters and machines
to shape our understanding of the human. By examining the changing presentation of animals, monsters



Assessment

You may use any of the standard referencing systems in the humanities (MLA, Chicago or Harvard) in
your assessments. The main thing is to be consistent in how you reference.

Project Muse (muse.jhu.edu) and jstor (jstor.org) are excellent research databases for your
assessments.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Long Essay 60% 05/05/2020 05:00 PM 1,2,3

Research Exercise 40% 10/03/2020 05:00 PM 1,2,3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Long Essay

Start date: 

Length: 2500 words

Details: 2500 word essay. Feedback provided via Turnitin.

Additional details:

This is a 2500-word essay, due on Tues May 5 (week 12). No questions will be set for this assignment.
You are expected to develop your own question in consultation with your tutor. In your essay, you must
analyse in detail three of the course’s set texts, but you may not discuss Kafka’s “A Report to an
Academy” as one of these three. You are encouraged to discuss the text on which you presented in the
seminars.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Research Exercise

Start date: 

Length: 1000 words

Details: A 1000-word exercise preparing students for the long essay. Students will be asked to research
secondary sources and identify a question emerging from those sources.Feedback provided via Turnitin.



the human in his short story “A Report to an Academy”?



http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2020/ARTS3049.html


Week 8: 6 April - 10 April Lecture The Metamorphosis
Seminar The Metamorphosis

Week 9: 13 April - 17
April

Lecture No lecture this week due to Easter Monday
Seminar No seminar this week due to Easter Monday

Week 10: 20 April - 24
April

Seminar Metropolis
Seminar Metropolis

Week 11: 27 April - 28
April

Lecture Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?
Seminar Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?

(supplementary reading) Illah Reza Nourbakhsh,
“Dehumanizing Robots”
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Primary texts

These texts are available from the UNSW bookshop. You may use other editions, if you already have
them.

John Berger, About Looking (Bloomsbury)

Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels (Norton Critical Edition)

Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (Norton Critical Edition). We'll be using the 1818 edition of the text.

H. G. Wells, The Island of Doctor Moreau (Broadview Edition)

Franz Kafka, Metamorphosis and Other Stories (Penguin Edition)

Phillip K. Dick, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? 

(Norton Critical Edition)



Illah Reza Nourbakhsh, “Dehumanizing Robots.” Robot Futures (Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press,
2013): 49-64. 

Recommended Resources

Further recommended reading



Diamond, Cora. “The Difficulty of Reality and the Difficulty of Philosophy,” Partial Answers: A Journal of
Literature and the History of Ideas 1.2 (June 2003): 1-29. Available via Project Muse at
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/partial_answers/v001/1.2.diamond.html

Gunning, Tom. The Films of Fritz Lang: Allegories of Vision and Modernity (London: British Film Institute,
2000). S 791.430233/118

Norris, Margot. Beasts of the Modern Imagination: Darwin, Nietzsche, Kafka, Ernst, & Lawrence.
(Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1985). 809.93384/13

Nourbakhsh, Illah Reza. Robot Futures (Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press, 2013).

Philmus, Robert M. Into the Unknown: The Evolution of Science Fiction from Francis Godwin to H. G.
Wells (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1970). S 809.3876/3

Richter, Virginia. Literature After Darwin: Human Beasts in Western Fiction, 1859-1939 (Basingstoke:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2011).

Weil, Kari. Thinking Animals: Why Animal Studies Now? (New York: Columbia University Press, 2012).
Available online via the UNSW library.

Warner, Marina. Fantastic Metamorphoses, Other Worlds: Ways of Telling the Self (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2007).

Wolfe, Cary. What Is Posthumanism? (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2010). 149/44 

Course Evaluation and Development

After feedback about last year's course, I have moved Elizabeth Costello from week 10 to week 4 in the
class schedule so that we can study its relationship to Gulliver's Travels. Students will be encouraged to
fill out online survey forms at the end of the course so that improvements may be made. 
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them



http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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