
Sc
ho

ol
 o

f t
he

 A
rts

 a
nd

 M
ed

ia
  /

/  
U

N
SW

  A
rts

 a
nd

 S
oc

ia
l S

ci
en

ce
s

ARTS3097
Current Debates in Media and Culture

Term One  //  2020
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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Rodney Wallis r.wallis@unsw.edu.au Tuesdays 10 -

10:50 a.m (by
appointment)

School Contact Information

Room 312, level 3 Robert Webster Building

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Media are centrally implicated in our lives – both public and private. From election campaigns to
radicalisation; from transnational personal relationships to gaming; from the constitution of the global
economy to online dating; media technologies play a crucial role. They have the potential to create social
and political change as well as to disrupt personal lives in ways unimaginable a decade or so ago.

In this course you will examine current, ‘live’ topics in media, using relevant concepts and frameworks to
investigate and understand present-day media-related issues. During the course, you will be encouraged
to capture and study media-related events and developments as they unfold. At the beginning of the
term three to four significant, exemplary, on-going topics, news stories, or developments involving the
media will be chosen. The rest of the term, including lectures and tutorial readings and discussions, will
be organised around two to three broad themes that are based on the chosen topics.

The key focus will be on the application of relevant theories, frameworks and concepts on these topics,
and an exploration of appropriate methodologies for their analysis. The topics covered could include, for
instance, digital media affordances, political communication as public strategy, online radicalisation,
social media use and counter-publics, the political economy of IT industries, or surveillance and security,
covering the themes of media in the public domain and media in the p0〰⁷⁅吠䉔䉔䈠



own media use and the media’s implication in broader, public issues.





Start date: 

Details: Students will submit a 2000 word essay on a topic pertaining to the media technologies in the
public domain. This is the final assessment task. Each assignment will be given a numerical mark and a
grade.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

ARTS3097 Term 1, 2020 published at 03-02-2020 // © University of New South Wales, 2020
6



Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 17 February - 21
February

Lecture Current debates: truth and democracy, media
publics, transnational mobilities, digital activism 

 
Week 2: 24 February - 28
February

Lecture The alt-truth shall set us free? Post-truth, public
knowledge, citizenship 

Week 3: 2 March - 6
March

Lecture Digital intimacies - is the private now public? 

Week 4: 9 March - 13
March

Lecture Social media and violence 

Week 5: 16 March - 20
March

Lecture Humanitarian Communication & the Global South -
distant and proximate suffering

Week 6: 23 March - 27
March

Reading FLEX WEEK

Week 7: 30 March - 3
April

Lecture Digital Media, Activism and Public Protest

Week 8: 6 April - 10 April Lecture Who made my iPhone? Transnational digital
labour 

Week 9: 13 April - 17
April

Lecture Transnational Articulations: Mobility, Affect, and
Diaspora

Week 10: 20 April - 24
April

Lecture The media r us – revisiting the debates 
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Weekly readings for tutorials will be available via Leganto.

Recommended Resources

Course Evaluation and Development
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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