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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Media, Culture and Everyday Life offers an accessible grounding in the traditions, perspectives and
concepts of media studies. Starting with the familiar and the everyday, this course introduces you to the
breadth of contemporary media studies from television and the tradition of mass media studies, to
telephony and the study of networked media and communication technologies. With an eye on the way
that television and telephony have adapted to changing realities over the decades, this course explains
how media and communication technologies have transformed the rhythms of everyday life, the
organisation of domestic space, the boundaries between private and public, and our sense of
involvement with national and public collectivities. In addition, the course examines the concept of
mediation by exploring how both television and telephony shape the experience of time, distance,





Assessment

You MUST make a serious attempt at the written assessment tasks (Assessment 3 and Assessment
4)  to be eligible to achieve a Pass grade for the course. 

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

In-class Quiz 1 10% Complete during Week 3 1, 3

In-Class Quiz 2 10% Complete during Week 8 1, 3

Reading Response 30% Not Applicable 1, 2, 3

Final Essay 50% Not Applicable 1, 2, 3, 4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: In-class Quiz 1

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 30 Minutes

Details:

30 minutes

Feedback via alpha-numeric score in LMS

Additional details:

Please note that due to the global COVID-19 pandemic, the quiz will be completed outside of class
during 2021. 

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: In-Class Quiz 2

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 30 Minutes

Details:

30 minutes

Feedback via alphaumeric score in LMS
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Additional details:

Please note that due to the global COVID-19 pandemic, the quiz will be completed outside of class
during 2021. 

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.



Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 15 February - 19
February

Lecture Media Rituals and Everyday Life

This week will talk about the relationship between
media and culture and how contemporary issues
around the media can be explored from this
perspective. 

Tutorial This week's tutorial will cover the following points:

1. Academic reading skills and strategies
2. What do we mean by 'everyday life'?
3. Different apporaches to the study of media.
4. How is the study of media different from

other disciplines such as psychology,
criminology or sociology?

5. What is a ritual? What rituals surround out
use of the media and what can we learn
from them?

Week 2: 22 February - 26
February

Lecture Media and Private/Public Life

Among other things, his week's topic looks at the
historical relationship between 'homes' and media
technologies. We will argue that media is best
understood from the perspective of the private
cultures of use, by which we incorporate media into
our daily routines and expectations. 

Tutorial In this week's tutorials we will reflect on the
relationship between your 'home' and the media of
the 'public'. Questions for this week's tutorial are:
What can the concept of domestication tell us about
the media? How have the media changed overtime
in terms of mapping the boundaries between public
and private? We will also discuss the upcoming
Quiz in Week 3's class.

Week 3: 1 March - 5
March

Lecture Mediation: The meaning of the Media

This week we will explore the concept 'Mediation',
particularly by looking at the relationship between
media and our experience of time and space.
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Week 8: 5 April - 9 April Lecture Living with Mobile Social Media

The Week 8 lecture explores the concepts of
mobility and the idea of living with social media. We
will look at the devices and user practices that have
emerged alongside the broader sociological trend
of increased mobility, globally, and explore the
need to stay 'connected' while moving through
space. We will also look at the role of algorithims in
shaping the media today.

Tutorial The main concepts explored this week in tutorials
include; the role of social media in everyday life,
what is mobility, in what way does mobile media
facilitate mobility. We will also critically examine the
role of algorithms and in media today.

We also complete the second quiz this week. 
Week 9: 12 April - 16
April

Lecture Media, Self and Identity

Our last live lecture looks at the relationship
between identity and media. We will ask what role,
if any, the media play in producing and
perpetuating the classificatory regmies by which we
categorise and understand ourselves and each
other.

 

 
Tutorial Tutorials this week will discuss the role of media in

producing and enacting your identity. Are identities
discursively produced? Are they individualised or
collectivising?

Week 10: 19 April - 23
April

Lecture Review Lecture - In this lecture we will review the
topics covered in the course and answer your
questions in relation to the Final Essay due next
week. 

Tutorial This week's Lecture will review the course based
on your feedback and questions and offer targeted
assistance with the Final Essay assessment.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Required Textbook - Markham, T. Media & Everyday Life. Palgrave, London, 2017.

The textbook is available for purchase in the UNSW Bookshop on the main Sydney campus. Copies are
also available in the high use collection of the UNSW Library. If you wish to purchase the ebook you can
follow these links here -

https://www.bookshop.unsw.edu.au/details.cgi?ITEMNO=9781137477187

https://unswbookshop.vitalsource.com/products/-v9781137477194

Other Required Readings: All other readings are available via the course Moodle site.  It is important that
you complete all readings for each week prior to attending your tutorial.

Recommended Resources

ELISE - Library and Study Skills Development ALL undergraduate students in their first semester need
to complete the library's ELISE study skills training module before the end of Week 5. See the ‘Elise’ tab
on the library homepage: http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise for further information.

Further information about the Library’s collection and services can be found here -
http://info.library.unsw.edu.au/web/services/services.html

The Learning Centre - The Learning Centre offers academic skills support to all students enrolled at
UNSW. Their services include individual consultations, academic skills workshops, Conversation Café
groups, and online academic skills resources. You can make appointments and read about all they have
to offer at http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/

Course Evaluation and Development

Periodically student evaluative feedback on the course is gathered, using among other means, UNSW's
MyExperience process.

Student feedback is taken seriously, and continual improvements are made to the course based in part
on such feedback. Previous student feedback about the course readings and assessment tasks have
been addressed in this version of the course. You can read a description of changes we made in
response to past student feedback in the Moodle.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://unsplash.com/@mcarsience_photography?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/media?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
http://www.tcpdf.org
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