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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Sigi Jottkandt s.jottkandt@unsw.edu.au By appointment Room 311J 9385 4856

School Contact Information

School of the Arts and Media

Room 312, Level 3, Robert Webster Building (G14)

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sam

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Widespread in the humanities at the moment is a rethinking of what it means to be human. In this course
you will look at how literature and film use the nonhuman subjectivity of animals, monsters and machines
to shape our understanding of the human. By examining the changing presentation of animals, monsters
and machines in a range of texts from the seventeenth century through to the beginning of the twenty
first century, you will investigate how aesthetic practices such as literature and film extend and test our
sympathetic imagination by allowing us to inhabit subject positions that we are normally unable to
inhabit. In taking this course, you will develop a sense of the ethical, social, political and philosophical
value of literature and film.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Examine how the notions of the human and the nonhuman animal have developed historically
2. Develop theoretical arguments about the use of the notions of the human and the nonhuman in

literature and film
3. Articulate how animals, monsters and machines function as others to human selves in literature

and film

Teaching Strategies 

The lectures will rehearse the presentation of ideas and argument in relation to historical and theoretical
conceptions of the role of animals, monsters and machines in literature. The lectures will be interactive,
including time for your questions, and you will develop the intellectual community of the course. The
seminars require detailed preparation, which forms the basis for high level discussion. Seminars will
include both whole group discussions and small group discussions. The online support will include a
repository of course information.
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Assessment

You may use any of the standard referencing systems in the humanities (MLA, Chicago or Harvard) in
your assessments. The main thing is to be consistent in how you reference.

Project Muse (muse.jhu.edu) and jstor (jstor.org) are excellent research databases for your
assessments.

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Long Essay 60% 26/04/2021 11:00 PM 1, 2, 3

Research Exercise 40% 16/03/2021 11:00 PM 1, 2, 3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Long Essay

Length: 2500 words

Details:

2500 word essay. 

Feedback provided via Turnitin.

Additional details:

This is a 2500-word essay, due 11pm, Monday, 26th April. Please consult the essay questions on
Moodle.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Research Exercise

Length: 1000 words

Details:

A 1000-word exercise preparing students for the long essay. Students will be asked to research
secondary sources and identify a question emerging from those sources.

Feedback provided via Turnitin.

Additional details:
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Two of the key concepts we are learning about in the course are anthropomorphism and the grotesque.
How does Franz Kafka use the concepts of anthropomorphism and the grotesque to criticise the idea of
the human in his short story “A Report to an Academy”?

You are expected to draw on some secondary critical sources in your answer. This might include
secondary criticism on Kafka’s story or the critical material on anthropomorphism and the grotesque
which we have discussed in lectures and seminars.

Submission notes: Please see moodle for details

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Primary texts

These texts are available from the UNSW bookshop. You may use other editions, if you already have
them.

John Berger, About Looking (Bloomsbury)

Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels (Norton Critical Edition)

Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (Norton Critical Edition). We'll be using the 1818 edition of the text.

H. G. Wells, The Island of Doctor Moreau 



Illah Reza Nourbakhsh, “Dehumanizing Robots.” Robot Futures (Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press,
2013): 49-64. 

Recommended Resources

Further recommended reading





Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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