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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Media are centrally implicated in our lives – both public and private. From election campaigns to
radicalisation; from transnational personal relationships to gaming; from the constitution of the global
economy to online dating; media technologies play a crucial role. They have the potential to create social
and political change as well as to disrupt personal lives in ways unimaginable a decade or so ago.

In this course you will examine current, ‘live’ topics in media, using relevant concepts and frameworks to
investigate and understand present-day media-related issues. During the course, you will be encouraged
to capture and study media-related events and developments as they unfold. At the beginning of the
term three to four significant, exemplary, on-going topics, news stories, or developments involving the
media will be chosen. The rest of the term, including lectures and tutorial readings and discussions, will
be organised around two to three broad themes that are based on the chosen topics.

The key focus will be on the application of relevant theories, frameworks and concepts on these topics,
and an exploration of appropriate methodologies for their analysis. The topics covered could include, for
instance, digital media affordances, political communication as public strategy, online radicalisation,
social media use and counter-publics, the political economy of IT industries, or surveillance and security,
covering the themes of media in the public domain and media in the private domain, as well as the
intersections of the two. The methodologies discussed could, in turn, include textual analysis and
deconstruction, auto-ethnography, and conjunctural analysis. The emphasis will be on situating media
analysis and theory within broader socio-cultural and political contexts.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. articulate their understanding of the role of the media in contemporary life.
2. deploy appropriate concepts and methodologies for analysing diverse media and their impact on

different social, cultural and/or political contexts.
3. employ independent learning and self-directed research activity and display intellectual rigour in

their analysis and reporting of media’s role in contemporary cultures.
4. engage in collaborative discussion and debate in a way that reflects the complexities of current

socio-cultural and political formations and the media’s impact on them.

Teaching Strategies 

Students will explore the important role that media and media technologies continue to play in various
aspects of our lives, in part through lectures that will include a significant interactive component during
which students will be encouraged to come up with instances from their own media use that exemplify
concepts and debates discussed in the lecture; in part through their reflexive engagement with the
tutorial readings, brief summaries of which, along with appropriate examples, they are expected to bring
to class; and in part through discussions, with peers and with tutors, in tutorials that will help them
understand better how to apply concepts and theories, and also what methods to use for analysing the
content of media as well as the production and use of media and communication technologies and their
relations with broader social, political, and cultural contexts. Significantly, the examples used in lectures
and in tutorials will be current and topical – ‘live’ – using the technologies available in lecture and tutorial
spaces, which will allow students to reflect on and develop an intellectual engagement with both their



own media use and the media’s implication in broader, public issues.

 The final assignment, involving some research extending out from the course materials into an example
involving media, communications and information technologies and their impact on broader social,
political and cultural issues, will allow students to develop their independent learning and to explore an
issue of their own choosing with some rigour.

This course is designed to allow students to build on their foundational concepts in gateway courses andstudents to develop their independent learning and to explore an
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Class presentation 15% Not Applicable 1, 2, 3, 4

Short Essay 35% 13/03/2021 11:00 PM 1, 2, 3

Case study 50% 24/04/2021 11:00 PM 1, 2, 3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Class presentation

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Students will make individual presentations of about 5-7 minutes each on their topic for the Case Study.
This will occur in a tutorial class later in the term. This task is closely scaffolded to the Case Study and
encourages students to put forward an argument in verbal form.A marking sheet with written comments
and mark will be provided.

Assessment 2: Short Essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 1000 words

Details:

Students will submit a 1000 word reflective piece on a topic pertaining to media technologies in the 
private domain. A marking sheet with written comments and mark will be provided via Turnitin.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 3: Case study

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 2000 words

Details:

Students will submit a 2000 word essay on a topic pertaining to the media technologies in the public
domain. This is the final assessment task. Each assignment will be given a numerical mark and a grade.
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Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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