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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course covers a range of professional communication practices in Journalism, Public Relations and
Advertising to provide you with a solid foundation for further study and professional engagement. You
will develop a critical and theorized understanding of the situated nature of communication, particularly
the impact of ongoing industry change on media forms. You will be equipped to develop pro-active and
creative strategies in terms of text production and analysis, focussing on professional written genres and
how they are adapted to suit different purposes and platforms. 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. identify the impact of structural changes in communication industries on communicative practices
and forms

2. produce, adapt and publish communicative texts appropriate to targeted contexts and platforms
3. identify and apply basic principles of professional communicative standards

Teaching Strategies 

This course covers a range of professional communication practices in Journalism, Public Relations and
Advertising to provide students with a solid foundation for further study and professional engagement.
The course provides a theoretical framework for understanding current contexts of change in relation to
news cycles, attention and business models, and the impact of all these on the media forms that are
produced. Students will be equipped to be pro-active and creative in terms of text production and
analysis.
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Assessment

Assessment extensions are ONLY given via Special Consideration that is submitted via myunsw to the
course convenor. Your tutor cannot give extensions.

If you are registered with UNSW disability services, please let your tutor and the Convenor (Louise
Ravelli l.ravelli@unsw.edu.au) know.

 

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Professional Writing Task 1 25% 14/03/2020 05:00 PM 2, 3

Professional Writing Task 2 35% 06/04/2021 05:00 PM 2, 3

Professional Writing Task 3 40% 29/04/2021 05:00 PM 1, 2, 3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Professional Writing Task 1

Details:

750 words.

Feedback via LMS

Additional details:

Please see the Moodle course site for full details of this assessment.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Professional Writing Task 2

Details:

750 words.

Feedback  via LMS. 

Additional details:

Please see the Moodle course site for full details of this assessment.
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Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 3: Professional Writing Task 3

Details:

1500 words or equivalent.

Students produce a news or PR media package

Feedback via LMS

Additional details:

Please see the Moodle course site for full details of this assessment.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

The textbook for MDIA1002 is McKane, A. (2014). News Writing, 2nd Edition. London: Sage.

You can purchase this from the UNSW bookshop in either print or digital form; the choice is up to you.
Make sure you do purchase the 2nd edition, as there are significant differences with the first edition.
Second hand copies may be available. The library will have a digital copy available but there is a strict
limit on how much you can download from it.



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

