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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This core course provides you with the foundational knowledge on the materials, structures and
processes of tonal music. It focuses on the application of harmonic and melodic practices in composition
and the function of diatonic harmony in various styles, including classical, popular music and jazz.
Exercises in compositional craft provide you with the opportunity to demonstrate initiative and creativity.
The course develops core skills in musicianship and the ability to apply these in other areas of musical
practice and research. Aural classes and aural choir enable students to develop their perception and
execution of rhythm, pitch and tonal structures, and sight-singing.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. master foundational knowledge on the materials, structures and processes of tonal music
2. compose diatonic melodies with appropriate harmonic structures 
3. apply the foundational knowledge and developing skills on diatonic melody and harmony to

analysing tonal composition
4. apply their developing musical knowledge and skill to music making, whether it be practical

performance or composition 
5. accurately identify melodic, harmonic and rhythmic structures prescribed by the Auralia ear-

training computer program

Teaching Strategies 

BMus students attend a weekly one-hour lecture on music theory and harmony, a one-hour tutorial aural
training workshop, and a one-hour aural choir class.  BA students, both Music Studies and Music Studies
Extension candidates,  attend a weekly one-hour lecture on music theory and harmony, a one-hour
tutorial on materials related to the theory lecture, and a one-hour aural choir class.

Lectures are augmented with sound recordings, powerpoint presentations, and class quizzes. Aural
training workshops intensive drills and exercises designed to develop aural perception; aural choir
supports aural training through sight-singing and developing pitch accuracy. BA tutorials involve class
exercises and assignments on music theory, harmony and composition, aural analysis of selected
musical examples, demonstrations, and hands-on practical work.
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Assessment

In order to pass this course, students must make a serious attempt at ALL assessment tasks. This
includes the self-directed 'Auralia' assesment, and the Aural Choir (Studio) assessment.

You must also achieve a Pass Mark (50% or higher) for the Harmony and Composition Portfolio.

Failure to attempt all assessment tasks, or failure to achieve a Pass mark for the Harmony and
Composition Portfolio, can result in a student receiving a 'Fail' Grade for the MUSC 1602 Course.

• All assessment items, with the exception of in-class tests, must be submitted via Moodle. Further
details about the submission of particular assessment items will be issued at various times by the
relevant tutor or lecturer in the MUSC 1602 Materials and Structures of Music 1 Course. Please take
especial note of due dates and times as Late Penalties are applied automatically by the Moodle
Submission system immediately after the designated submission time has passed. 

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Portfolio of Harmony and
Composition Exercises 

50% Not Applicable 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Portfolio of Aural or Harmony
Exercises, and Aural Choir
Melodic Dictation 

35% Not Applicable 1, 2, 3, 4

Auralia Test and Progress 15% Not Applicable 1, 2, 3, 5

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Portfolio of Harmony and Composition Exercises

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

One in-class test and one composition exercise.

Feedback for test given within one week, written feedback on composition provided by lecturer.

Additional details:

The Harmony Portfolio consists of the following assessment items:

1. A take-home Harmony Test, based on Lecture material from Weeks 1 - 5 to be tested. Worth 20% of
the total mark for the course.

2. Composition Assignment: one written composition in a selected style based on material from the



whole course, plus accompanying analysis worth 30% of the total mark for the course.

Further details for the completion and submission of the harmony test and composition assignment will
be available on Moodle. 

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 2: Portfolio of Aural or Harmony Exercises, and Aural Choir Melodic Dictation

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Students are streamed into either:

a) Aural – one transcription exercise, one sight-singing test

b) Harmony – one in-class quiz, one take-home exam

Both cohorts also complete two short melodic dictation exercises in Aural Choir.

Written feedback provided by tutors.

Additional details:

Please note there is no Harmony Tutorial associated with this course: ALL students enrol in an Aural
Tutorial: assessment is based on the following items:

For the Aural Tutorial, assessment is based on the following components:

1. An Aural Analysis Exercise: distributed in class, Worth 15% of the total mark for the course.

2. A Sight-singing Test, held in normal Aural tutorial times. Worth 10% of the total mark for the course.

3. Melodic dictation exercises or similar, held during Aural Choir (Studio) at random times during the
Term. Worth 10% of the total mark for the course.

 

Assessment 3: Auralia Test and Progress

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Self-directed study via on-line software with one final exam.

Progress (student use of audiation software) monitored throughout term.

Feedback provided by result for exam.
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Additional details:

As part of the MUSC 1602 Course, the use of the Auralia ear-training software is a required self-directed
study program for ALL STUDENTS - there are NO EXCEPTIONS. 

Auralia software will be supplied to each student via a Cloud Licence that allows for the software to be
uploaded and then used on a student's own laptop, tablet, or phone, thus allowing students access to
the ear-training software at any time (24 hours a day, seven days a week) throughout the Term.

Students are asked to initially contact the Aural tutor for suggestions regarding the Auralia exercises they
need to be completing on a regular basis. However students should also use their own initiative and are
expected to be able to identify the key areas of study that they need to focus on in order to improve their
audiation abilities: this includes completing exercises within Auralia that test your ability to hear and
identify intervals, chords, and cadences, and to complete exercises that test your ability to
complete melodic and rhythmic dictation exercises: this as an absolute minimum requirement for ALL
students.

Assessment is based on the following items:

1. Regular use of Auralia and rate of Progress through a wide range of ear-training Exercises will
be monitored throughout the Term - all students are expected to be using the software for a minimum
of two hours per week. Worth 5% of the total mark for the course.

2. Auralia Test: this on0line test will be made available for completion during a short period of time.
Worth 10% of the total mark for the course.
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Webster Seminar Room 306.

Content: Listening quiz (in-class); Rhythmic
dictation; Transcription preparation; Aural analysis

Listening for Wk 4: Debussy: Fêtes galantes (Set 1)
[1891; Paul Verlaine], Mahler: Symphony No. 4
[1901] 

Homework: Prepared singing.
Lecture Harmony Lectures: Monday 08 March: at 10am

to 11.30pm, and 2.00pm to 3.30pm, held online.

Content: Melody and Non-Harmonic Tones (2). The
diminished triad. Harmonic Analysis exercises.

Suggested Reading: Textbook: pp. 321-343.
Week 5: 15 March - 19
March

Studio Aural Choir: Friday, 19 March: at 12.00pm
to 1.30pm in Webster Recital Room 334 (Level 3).

All students must attend.
Tutorial Aural Tutorials: Tuesday, 16 March: at either

1.00pm to 2.30pm or 2.30pm to 4.00pm: all held in
Webster Seminar Room 306.

Content: Recognising modulations I; Aural analysis.

Listening for Wk 5: Brahms: Violin Concerto in D
Major Op. 77 [1879].

Aural Analysis exercise due Friday 20 March.

 
Lecture Harmony Lectures: Monday 15 March: at 10am

to 11.30pm, and 2.00pm to 3.30pm, held online.

Content: Secondary dominant and Secondary
Dominant 7th chords (Part 2).

Modulation to related keys via a pivot chord.
Week 6: 22 March - 26
March

Studio Aural Choir: Friday, 26 March

THERE IS NO AURAL CHOIR STUDIO THIS
WEEK.

Tutorial Aural Tutorials: Tuesday, 23 March

THERE ARE NO AURAL TUTORIALS THIS
WEEK.

Lecture Harmony Lectures: Monday 22 March
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THERE ARE NO LECTURES THIS WEEK.

 
Week 7: 29 March - 2
April

Studio



HOLIDAY





weekly schedules for each component) in order to further consolidate the student’s understanding of
those concepts. Also, further attempts have been made to ensure that students have access to revision
material, especially via the Moodle website.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
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