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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
John Napier j.napier@unsw.edu.au Tuesday 9 - 10.30

or by appointment
or drop in

Robert
Webster 113

02 9385
6953 or
9065 5902

School Contact Information

School of the Arts and Media

Room 312, Level 3, Robert Webster Building (G14)

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sam

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This is a practical music course that offers you an opportunity to participate in two self-selected
ensembles. The Music Program offers a wide choice of small and large ensembles that include classical,
jazz, electro-acoustic ensembles and world music. You may seek approval to form your own ensemble
under the supervision of a member of the music staff; approval is strictly based on merit and staff
availability. Music Ensemble advances your performance skills, the study of various ensemble styles and
practices, and the relevant ensemble literature. More broadly, the course is intended to develop your
experience of music making as: a musical act, to extend your musical knowledge and understanding;
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Assessment

80% attendance is the minimum requirement for each ensemble.
Keep in mind that: (1) Some ensembles require auditions prior to week 1. (2) Several require you to have
an instrument that you can play. (3) Some have limitations in number of people who can be
accepted. Detailed information about each ensemble is listed here:
https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/resources/music-students/music-ensembles/. Only approved
ensembles joined in the current term can be used for course assessment. Relevant information about
each ensemble is usually updated by O-Week and students should check for any updates at this time,
and if further information is required, please contact the School of Arts and Media Office:
https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au/contact-us Students selecting their two ensembles for this course do so on
the understanding that they have read and understood this information.

 



Assessment 2: Ensemble B Contribution and Part-Checking

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Students' participation and contribution to ensemble rehearsals will be assessed formatively, by the
ensemble director regularly monitoring students in rehearsals to ensure that learning is taking
place. Summative assessment is administered through a part-checking test at the end of the session.

Feedback: Direct and ongoing feedback during rehearsals  and after a main performance.

Additional details:

The part-checking test usually takes place in the week after the final rehearsal/public performance
(Week 10 or '11'). Details of the part-checking test will be announced. Where possible, keep a copy of all
music parts/scores rehearsed during the term and bring them to the part-checking test. Students should
discuss the expectations of their ensemble with the ensemble director. Formative assessment may take
into account a student's preparedness for rehearsal. 

Assessment 3: Main Performance

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Students are required to participate in the main performances of their chosen ensembles, which will be
assessed by the ensemble director.

Feedback: given in writing after the main performance. This is the final assessment task.

Additional details:

Normally each ensemble Main Performance is a group activity and contributes 10% to the course mark
(20% in total).

 

Assessment 4: Comparative evaluation

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 1,000-1,200 words

Details:

This task requires a 1,000 - 1,200 written evaluation of the experience of participating in two different
ensembles. 
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Feedback: written response provided.

Additional details:

Written evaluations are submitted via turnitin and include the following:

1.



Attendance Requirements

Students are expected to approach this course as professionals. Attendance should be consistent and
punctual. 

Most ensembles will have a public performance that is not in the regular rehearsal time. Students MUST
attend this performance. Failure to do so not only means that you will not receive the mark for that

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/MUSC4706.html


Resources

Prescribed Resources 

As provided by ensemble directors.

Recommended Resources

Course Evaluation and Development

Direct and ongoing feedback during online sessions and after final assessment submission.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the



http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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