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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Jonathan Bollen j.bollen@unsw.edu.au See moodle for

office hours
Robert
Webster 246D

02 9385
0719

 Lecturers 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Erin Brannigan e.brannigan@unsw.edu.au See moodle for

office hours
Robert
Webster 119

02 9385
7854

School Contact Information

Room 312, level 3 Robert Webster Building

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

School Contact InformationSchool Contact InformationSchool Contact Information

785478547854

mailto:sam@unsw.edu.au
https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Theatre and Performance Studies
This course can also be studied in the following specialisation: Media, Culture and Technology

This is a course about popular performance in contemporary culture. You will learn about live
entertainment across media and the arts in a wide range of genres, including musicals, dance, comedy,
festivals and parades. With each genre, you will explore where it has come from, who it appeals to, and
how it is performed in our culture today. The aim is to learn how cultural industries produce live
entertainment with widespread appeal. This course is part of the Theatre and Performance Studies
stream. It can also be studied as part of Media, Culture and Technology.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Discuss popular performance and the contexts in which it is produced, performed and consumed
2. Explain the historical traditions, contemporary conventions and cultural politics of popular

performance
3. Construct an evidence-based argument about the significance of popular performance in

contemporary culture
4. Integrate scholarly and creative research into popular performance and access resources

independently

Teaching Strategies 

Studying popular culture and live performance is an important part of understanding the contemporary
world, and requires a mixture of different activities, some teacher-directed and some self-directed. This
course uses a combination of lecture/presentations and tutorials. In addition to this students are
expected to work independently, outside class time, reading, preparing, taking notes, planning practical
activities, etc. These include: going to live performances, reading and reflecting through discussion and
writing. The lectures are intended to lay out the issues of the week and set the agenda for tutorial
discussion. Lectures provide some information but are expected to research extra material in preparation
for class discussion. The tutorials are opportunities for group discussion and reflection.

Performance and Popular Culture extends knowledge of performance studies theory and methodology
covered in the gateway course ARTS1121 Reading Performance and the level 2 core course ARTS2121
Critical Perspectives in Theatre and Performance Studies. It extends the curricula of these courses by
focusing on popular performance, considering the popular along a continuum of social, cultural and
aesthetic events, and integrating self-reflexive and performative learning and teaching strategies in both
pedagogy and assessment.
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work. Each student will also complete a peer review.Rubric indicating level of performance against each
assessment criteria, written summative feedback, and percentage gradeThis is the final assessment
task. 

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Required readings

All required readings are available in the library with links from Moodle. Some sound and video
recordings are also available online. 

You are expected to print out or mark up a digital copy of the readings for each week and bring them to
class. If you do not arrive at tutorials prepared (with evidence of marked up readings) tutors reserve the
right to mark you as absent for that week. 

If links to the readings in Moodle do not work, you are expected to source the reading directly from the
library catalogue or database yourself and inform the lecturer immediately that the link is not working.
Broken links are not an excuse for not having sourced and read the readings yourselves.

Recommended Resources

Research further

Suggestions for further research in the library and online are included in the course content. You can use
these as starting point for researching your essay and as further reading on topics you find
interesting. Where resources for further research are not available online, they may be borrowed from
the library – a link to the library record is provided for these. 

The library offers resources in a variety of formats – online articles, printed books, dvd recordings and

libsoub則ਰ⸳or thes㈰〰潨esch捥ssaals氠the l䅒e呓u㈀ㅵ㈀㌠library recources iirectly fnd a票es㈰〰潨esead t浯rd
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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