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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Erin Brannigan e.brannigan@unsw.edu.au 2-3pm Tuesday R.119 Webster

Building
9385 7854

School Contact Information

Room 312, level 3 Robert Webster Building

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Theatre and Performance Studies
This course can also be studied in the following specialisation: Creative Writing

Reviewing the Arts explores a variety of writing modes in arts journalism, including interviews, previews
and reviews. Through both critical and practice-based methods, you will become familiar with writing
practices across many forms including theatre and performance, dance, music, visual arts and film. This



Assessment

WORK SUBMITTED:

All citations must include page references. eg (Author surname Year, page no.) (Smith 2000, 5)

In-text referencing or footnotes are acceptable.

Full bibliography at the end of your research papers is required.

Unreliable webpage references are not acceptable, eg. Wikipedia. 

Font size 12 please - my eyes are getting OLD.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Workshop Activities 20% 18/07/2019 11:38 AM 1,2

Portfolio of Reviews 40% 01/08/2019 05:00 PM 1,2

Essay 40% 25/07/2019 05:00 PM 1,2,3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Workshop Activities

Start date: 20/06/2019 11:38 AM

Length: n/a

Details: 2-4 workshop activities will be designated as assessment tasks and will be modelled in class
before assessment.Assessed by rubric. 

Additional details:

In-class assessments will take place in tutorials in Weeks 3 and 7.

 

You will be assessed based on the following criteria.

criteria Needs
work

satisfactor
y

good Very good excellent

understanding of
the modes,
character and
elements of various
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reviewing styles
ability to identify
the various
elements and
strategies of
various reviewing
styles

     

self-reflection and
assessment.

     

expression      
originality in the
framing of
responses to the
tasks.

     

 





mark criteria
HD



http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2019/ARTS2126.html


A checklist of prescriptions for good opinion writing,
with some examples. Applying the prescriptions for
good opinion writing. Write a short (150 word)
opinion pieces on an arts issue. eg, why lockout
laws are crap/great.

Seminar Break into groups of two/three and compare each
other's work. Discuss as a class. 

Week 5: 1 July - 5 July Lecture Lecturer: Erin Brannigan

Criticism and major aesthetics shifts; Case Study:
Michael Fried, Robert Morris and Minimalism. The
artist as self-commentator. What are the major
cultural and aesthetic shifts occurring in your field?
What is the role of the ‘commentator’ or critic in this
instance? 

Seminar Sharing writing and workshopping in pairs.
Distribution of esay questions.

Week 6: 8 July - 12 July Lecture Guest Lecturer (1.5hrs): How criticism has changed
over time. Aesthetic judgement, now and then.
(Erin 1.5hrs) Revision of prescriptives for good
writing and trial for workshop assessment.

  
Seminar Working in pairs on the same example, write a crap

review and a good review of a contemporary work
of art in your media (music, dance, theatre, art) that
can be accessed online. Then write a critique of
each other's.  Submit your reviews and your
critique of your partner’s writing for assessment at
the end of the class. 

Week 7: 15 July - 19 July Lecture Guest Lecturer(1.5hrs): Reviewing literary texts:
from Woolf to Wood and beyond. (Erin 1.5hr)
Reading analysis: What are the claims of the piece
of writing, implicitly or explicitly? What strategies
and techniques does it use to do this? Workshop
for next week’s assessment.

Seminar Workshop Assessment 2: Reading analysis: What
are the claims of the piece of writing, implicitly or
explicitly? What strategies and techniques does it
use to do this?

Week 8: 22 July - 26 July Lecture Philosophies of aesthetics; Case Study: Gilles
Deleuze on Francis Bacon. On the catalogue
essay. Writing Task: Starting with a revolutionary,
canonical work of art from your discipline, and
working in your discipline groups, think through the
fundamentals of that discipline and how the
example handles/reimagines those fundamentals.



Seminar Review of writing from workshop in lecture.
Week 9: 29 July - 2
August

Lecture On the interview/preview. Writing Task: Choose an
upcoming performance/release, and working in
pairs, undertake research to support an
interview/preview piece on the artist and the
chosen work. 

Seminar Present interview/preview research in point form to
the class. Course evaluation.

Week 10: 5 August - 9
August

Lecture Lecturer: Erin Brannigan

Debate on the role of the critic in the digital age

  
Seminar Post-Descriptive Reviews

Week 11: 12 August - 16
August

Lecture Lecturer: Erin Brannigan

Criticism and Major Aesthetic Shifts
Seminar Your discipline and the role of the critic
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to



http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

 

 

Image Credit
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