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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

mailto:sam@unsw.edu.au


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Data and its rhetoric are all around us. The ways in which we imagine data as well as the data objects
themselves have a profound impact on the ways in which the world is organised, how resources are
distributed, how we understand recent events and what we come to know as “fact” versus mere
“opinion”. In this course you will learn to both produce and critically analyse data objects. In addition to
practicing data extraction, analysis and visualisation, you will learn how to evaluate the multiple
examples of data that you encounter “in the wild” – data that are used by the media, by governments and
civil society to explain and organise the world around you. By the end of the course, you will have gained
a solid introduction to the processes involved in working with data and an ability to reflect on current
debates about the impact of data on society.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Extract, analyse and visualise data in meaningful, ethical ways
2. Critically evaluate data objects
3. Reflect on current debates about the impact of data on society

Teaching Strategies 

The focus of this course is on equipping you with the skills to both produce and critically analyse data
objects. You will gain hands on experience of working with data in the process of data extraction,
analysis and visualisation, as well as acquiring the skills necessary to critically evaluate data objects and
reflect on current debates about the impact of data on society. The structure of the course requires that
you are actively engaged in both lectures and tutorials since your progress with both theory and practice
each week is an essential component of your assessments.
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Critical Journal 40% Not Applicable 3

Portfolio 60% 14/08/2020 05:00 PM 1,2

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Critical Journal

Start date: 

Length: 2,000 words +/- 10%

Details:

(Individual task) Approx. 2,000 words. Each week (from week 2-5 and 7-10) you are required to produce
a short (250 word) critical response to the weekly readings. You must engage with a concept or idea in
the reading and make a connection to an example, text, visualisation, or issue that you have come
across in your own independent research.Feedback provided via course LMS.

Additional details:

Please see Moodle for full assessment description
 

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 2: Portfolio

Start date: 

Length: 1,500 words +/- 10%

Details:

(Individual task; Final task)  You will produce 3-5 data objects/images and provide textual annotations of
those objects (1,500 words). Feedback provided via course LMS.

Additional details:

Please see Moodle for full assessment description
 

ARTS1092 Term 2, 2020 published at 29-05-2020 // © University of New South Wales, 2020
4





Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Not available

Recommended Resources

Not available

Course Evaluation and Development

It is important that students complete the myExperience course and teaching surveys for this course.
This is completely anonymous and provides important student observations and suggestions to ensure
that the course is continually improved. In addition, lecturers and tutors invite informal feedback from
students throughout the semester.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;

http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

