


Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Dr Lisa Trahair L.trahair@unsw.edu.au By appointment Robert

Webster
Building, Level
2, Room 226

93855011
but best to
email

School Contact Information

School of the Arts and Media

Room 312, Level 3, Robert Webster Building (G14)

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sam

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course



Film screenings provide the focus of the course and will take place each week after the lecture. Films
have been selected in order to demonstrate how the aesthetics ofthe given genre has developed since
the invention of cinema in 1895 and to introduce students to the work of the most significant artists in the
tradition. 

Lectures are designed to provide a context for film screenings by referring to the impact of cultural and
institutional factors on a given comedian’s work and by focusing on the specific comic strategies
developed by the comedian in response to them. Lectures will also suggest ways of theorizing such
strategies. They will thus identify how particular films contribute to the genre, explain relevant concepts,
and discuss aspects of cinematic form and style.

The basis of tutorials will be student-led discussion. In addition to facilitating discussion in a designated
week, students will be assessed on their participation in tutorials. For further details of how such
participation will be assessed see Assessment Task 3. Tutorials are thus designed to ensure that
students develop the capacity to think independently about the course material and come to class
adequately prepared to discuss it.
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on their class room contribution. Each part of the assessment will attract 10% of the overall mark for the
course. In addition to submitting a printout of slides via Turn-it-in, students must submit a breakdown of



Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date



Screening Peter Sellers, Dr Strangelove, or how I learned
to stop worrying and love the bomb (1964), dir.
Stanley Kubrick, 91 mins.

Woody Allen, Zelig (1984), dir. Woody Allen, 91
mins.

Week 9: 27 July - 31 July Lecture Comedy and Stupidity
Screening Jim Carrey, Dumb and Dumber (1994), dir. Peter

Farrelly, 101 mins.
Week 10: 3 August - 7
August

Lecture Unruly Women
Screening Lecture/Screening: Bridesmaids (2011), dir.

Paul Feig, 125 mins.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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