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News Fundamentals
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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Dr Kerrie Davies k.davies@unsw.edu.au By appointment Robert

Webster 311C

Tutors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
John Burfitt j.burfitt@unsw.edu.au in class - please

see convenor Kerrie
Davies for
appointments
outside class time

via email

School Contact Information

School of the Arts and Media

Room 312, Level 3, Robert Webster Building (G14)

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sam

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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Assessment

The exam will be take home open book. You will have 24 hours to complete it.

Tutorials are compulsory. Only two can be missed. Please see the convenor or your tutor if you are
unsure. Special consideration required in cases of more than two absences. Please note they are 2.5
hours and will be online. Access via Collaborate links on Moodle.

Special consideration via myunsw.edu.au is required for any late assessments, otherwise it is 5
% per day. Plagiarism will be referred to the School's ethics officer.

Consulting hours will be available outside tutorial times -ਰ⸵㝯f9㈳⁋ferideokd aime@yunsw.edu.au for l time



 

 

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: News production package

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 600 - 700 words or four to five minute audio

Details:

Original news production package, 600 – 700 words submitted OR four to five-minute radio news
package via Moodle.

Graded via assessment criteria, written feedback via LMS.

Additional details:

Topic assigned in class.

Original photo required.

Minimum two interviews, plus evidence of supplementary research.

Narrative or traditional news style journalism.

 

Submission notes:Submission via Moodle

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 3: Open Book Take Home Exam

Start date: TBA

Details:

The exam will be a take home open book exam that will involve practice based writing tasks, applied
knowledge and research. Specific information to be given in class.

The exam will be scheduled in Week 11. A 24 hour time period will be given to complete the exam. 
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Additional details:

Exam date To Be Advised.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Attendance Requirements

Students must attend 80 % of tutorials to meet attendance requirements of this course.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 1 June - 5 June Lecture Introduction to the course.

Interactive Lecture online via Collaborate: refer to
Moodle to join the link. 
Lectures will be live, interactive, and sometimes
have writing exercises. You'll be invited to share
news links, ask questions and comment.

Tutorial All tutorials will be run via Collaborate. Join your
tutorial via Collaborate. Do not swap your tutorials
around - you will be marked absent.

Week 2: 8 June - 12
June

Lecture Lecture change this week only to TUESDAY
10am due to Queen's Birthday public holiday.

Optional attendance:  News writing: revision of
traditional news style and interviewing 101.

Join the lecture via the Collaborate link al 0〰〰ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊䉔 䘶‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰〰〰〠則ਰ⸰〰〰〹‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠　湔l 0〰〰ㄮ〰〰〮〰〰〰〰⸰〰〰〰〮〰〰湊田〰〰㔹〵㜷⁔搠搹⸲㌸〰〰⁷瀰〰〰a C〰〠㐷昮㈹〵⁅吠䉔漸㘮㤰〠眠䕔⁂吠㐴⸱ㄹ㘸㔠㐷〮㜹〵㠲⁔搠嬨Week 2: 8 June - 12⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁪⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠㐠〠朊焹〮〰〰〰眠䉔漸‰‰⸰〰〰〰〰琠㔳〮㔹〵瀰〰〰ave 䴨L䥌edi〰‰ 䴨攰〰〠⁷⁅䥔搠搹牧⁂吠爵㠷⁔ll be live, interactive, and sometimes⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁪⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰″㌳〠朊焹㔮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠砰琠㔳 ち朠䉔‰‴ㄵ⸷㥭)渀 瑲〰‰⸰〰‵〰⸶㤰㕦呲‰⹬‵㌰⸵㤰㕦⸲㤰㔰〠〮〰〰〰呤⁛⡔⁂氀氀 戀攀 氀椀瘀攀Ⰰ 椀渀琀攀爀愀挀琀椀瘀攀Ⰰ 愀渀搀 猀漀洀攀琀椀洀攀猩崠告⁅吠儊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰⁤‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠㌱‰⁧ਸ਼nt〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㈹㤮㈳㠠䉔⁲㕵〰〮〰〰〰〠㈹㤮㈳㠰〰‵㝬iday.⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ੂ吠⽆㔠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘵‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰⁤‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠㈵n吀氶　〰〰〱⹒〰あ呤⁛⠀琀牳㘠呤〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㈹㤮㈳㠰〰‶ㄵ⸴㤰㔷㈠呤⁛⠀䌀漀渀琀攀渀琩崠告⁅吠儊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰⁤‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〳㔵⸴ten㈵n吀氶　〰〰〱⹒〰　瘀攀 䰀攀栀攀 氀攀挀琀㤮㈳㠰〰‵㝬iday.⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊〮〰〰〰‰⸰ぶe, interactive, and sometimes⁧‰㤰⸰〰〰〰〰〠眠䕔⁳‴㝦⸲㤰㔠䕮あ吠㈰㔸㤠吰〠牧⁂吠㈹㤮㈳㠮〰〰〰⁯〰〰ふ呲‰⹤⁛⠀琀爀慯氰〰‰⸰〰氀氀 戀攀 氀椀瘀攀Ⰰ 椀渀琀攀爀愀挀琀椀瘀攀Ⰰ 愀渀搀 猀漀洀攀琀椀洀攀猩崠告⁅吠儊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰⁤‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠㈷ੱ⁧㤰⸰〰〰　椀愀氀猀‰〠眠䕔⁂吠㈹㤮㈠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䔠睰〰の⸶㤰㔰〰あ吠㉮⁛⠀琀爀慯氀猀‰ひ⁂吠〠呲‰氀氀 戀攀 氀椀瘀攀Ⰰ 椀渀琀攀爀愀挀琀椀瘀攀Ⰰ 愀渀搀 猀漀洀攀琀椀洀攀猩崠告⁅吠儊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰⁤‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠㈹㈰ੱ⁧‰㤶⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠㈹㤮㈳㠰〰‴ㄵ⸷㤰㔸㜠呤⁛⠀琀爀慢ち朠䈸㌠呔⁂吠㈰〰〰⸰ご⁂呪 瘀椀愰〠氀氀 戀攀 氀椀瘀攀Ⰰ 椀渀琀攀爀愀挀琀椀瘀攀Ⰰ 愀渀搀 猀漀洀攀琀椀洀攀猩崠告⁅吠儊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰⁤‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠㌰ੱ

TutorialTutorial



Week 3: 15 June - 19
June

Lecture Online Lecture: Narrative news 
Join via the Collaborate link on Moodle

Readings
Refer to Moodle

 

 

 
Tutorial Narrative news writing practice.

Join your tutorial via Collaborate link on Moodle.
Week 4: 22 June - 26
June

Lecture Online lecture:  The untold story: Researching  

Brief for original story production package

Join via Collaborate link on Moodle.

Readings

Refer to Moodle
Tutorial Original story research and brainstorming.

Join via Collaborate on Moodle.
Week 5: 29 June - 3 July Lecture Online Lecture: Introduction to news radio

writing and interviewing cuts

Join lecture via Collaborate link on Moodle.

Readings

Refer to Moodle.
Tutorial Original story idea pitch feedback

Join your tutorial via the Collaborate link on Moodle

Research Assessment Due. 
Week 6: 6 July - 10 July Reading
Week 7: 13 July - 17 July Lecture Online lecture: interviewing and opinion traps 

Join your tutorial via the Collaborate link on
Moodle.

Readings

Refer to Moodle.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Recommended Textbook.

An Ebook should be available to borrow via UNSW library.  We do not expect you to buy this textbook.
However, if you would like to purchase it, the textbook is available via the UNSW bookshop.

Trujillo, T (2018). Writing and Reporting News You Can Use. Oxon.: Routledge.

If you are producing audio, AUDACITY is a free online audio editing software or the more advanced
AUDITION is accessible via ADOBE Creative Cloud. 

Recommended Resources

The course requires both national and international current affairs knowledge which usually informs the
exam. It is recommended students read widely across Australian and international news and current
affairs platforms.

Suggested free news sites:
ABCivew news channel: 7.30 report and evening news
abc.net.au for online news.
ABC Radio National / Triple J / ABC Sydney Radio
The Project: Network 10 
sbs.com.au / news
The Guardian theguardian.com/au
US Politics The Late Show with Stephen Colbert (via YouTube); cnn.com; Late Night with Seth Meyers
(via YouTube); John Oliver 
 
Limited free viewing - available via UNSW library.
The Sydney Morning Herald smh.com.au
The New York Times nytimes.com

English language Hong Kong  and China: The South China Morning Post scmp.com

 

 

 

Course Evaluation and Development

Feedback throughout the course is welcome as well as in 'my experience' surveys. We encourage you to
let us know you are struggling or experiencing difficulties with online tutorials at the time, rather than
waiting until the end of the course. 

The course has evolved from traditional news reporting to include the new media expectations of
narrative news, social media reporting, mobile journalism and has a greater focus on radio writing. This
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year we are adapting the exam for online and also offering the opportunity to produce audio as your
major assignment.

As MDIA1002 focuses on traditional news writing skills, this skill is only briefly covered in this course. To
assist students who have not previously studied news writing, we encourage you to access revision
resources on Moodle and to make an appoi e ちnd t⹰攀⁯攀 楤  cours  c湨av湯ve ⠀䭳e搠ha楲ce䁲tu獤 ⹤ie甠⹤ a⥮t.



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the





Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

 

 

Image Credit

Negative Space via Pexel Creative Commons licence.

CRICOS

CRICOS Provider Code: 00098G

Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the Bedegal people who are the traditional custodians of the lands on which UNSW
Kensington campus is located.
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