
Sc
ho

ol
 o

f t
he

 A
rts

 a
nd

 M
ed

ia
  /

/  
U

N
SW

 A
rts

, D
es

ig
n 

& 
Ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

e
ARTS1032
The Literature Laboratory: Writing Beyond Limits

Term Two  //  2021

ARTS1032 Term 2, 2021 published at 28-04-2021 // © University of New South Wales, 2021
1



Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Brigitta Olubas b.olubas@unsw.edu.au please email for an

appointment
Webster 225 0425347808

School Contact Information

School of the Arts and Media

Room 312, Level 3, Robert Webster Building (G14)

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sam

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This introductory course challenges you to think about writing as experimental, world-building,
adventurous, challenging, radical, and even dangerous, and to write as though it can change the way
things are. It teaches that literature has been the engine-room of many of history’s most decisive
changes to social, cultural, ideological, and behavioural norms. Divided into three primary modules – The
Urgency of Now, Utopian Speculation, and Beyond Form and Formlessness – it exposes you to some of
the most exciting and unconventional writing in English, and equips you with some of the skills
necessary to resist the cultural conformities that deaden the mind. Treating literature as process,
intervention, and experiment, the course asks you to see writing as a lifelong education in how - to use
Samuel Beckett's phrase - to fail better.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Position literature in its social contexts
2. Evaluate literature as an ongoing process
3. Recognise and discuss the long tradition of experimentation in English literature
4. Apply the protocols of academic knowledge construction

Teaching Strategies 

The course is taught through lectures and tutorials.

Lectures provide contextual information, outlines of critical responses to the texts, and some close
discussion. Tutorials require students to engage actively with the lecture and reading material and to
develop their own critical responses
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Essay or Creative Writing
Task 1 

35% 24/06/2021 08:00 PM 1, 2, 4

Essay or Creative Writing
Task 2 

35% 22/07/2021 08:00 PM 1, 2, 4

Take Home Exam 30% 09/08/2021 08:00 PM 1, 2, 3, 4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Essay or Creative Writing Task 1

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Assessment Description and Feedback Process

Individual

Essay or Creative Writing Task as prescribed by convenor

1000-words

35-percent

Feedback via LMS

Additional details:

This assessment covers Module 1.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Essay or Creative Writing Task 2

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Individual
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 31 May - 4 June Lecture The Urgency of Now: Manifestos 1

Prof Brigitta Olubas
Tutorial Manifestos 1

Introduction to each other and to the course.
Discussion of lecture material. Tutorial preparation
posted on Moodle.

Week 2: 7 June - 11
June

Lecture The Urgency of Now: Manifestos 2

Prof Brigitta Olubas
Tutorial Manifestos 2 Discussion of Week 2 lecture

material. Tutorial preparation activities are posted
on Moodle.

Week 3: 15 June - 18
June

Lecture The Urgency of Now: Manifestos 3 

Prof Elizabeth McMahon
Tutorial Manifestos 3 

Discussion of Week 3 lecture material. Tutorial
preparation activities are posted on Moodle.

Week 4: 21 June - 25
June

Lecture Utopian Speculation 1

Prof Elizabeth McMahon
Tutorial Utopian Speculation 1

Discussion of Week 4 lecture material. Tutorial
preparation activities are posted on Moodle.

Assessment Assessment 1 due by 8pm Thursday 24 June via
turnitin.

Week 5: 28 June - 2 July Utopian Speculation 2 Ursula Le Guin, The
Dispossessed

A/Prof Fiona Morrison
Tutorial Utopian Speculation 2 - Le Guin, The

Dispossessed

Discussion of Week 5 lecture material. Tutorial
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preparation activities are posted on Moodle.
Week 6: 5 July - 9 July NO LECTURES OR TUTORIALS THIS WEEK.
Week 7: 12 July - 16 July Lecture Utopian Speculation 3 Ursula Le Guin, The

Dispossessed

A/Prof Fiona Morrison
Tutorial Utopian Speculation 3 Le Guin, The Dispossessed

Discussion of Week 7 lecture material. Tutorial
preparation activities are posted on Moodle.

Week 8: 19 July - 23 July Lecture Beyond Form and Formlessness 1: William Blake, 
The Marriage of Heaven and Hell (extracts)

Prof Brigitta Olubas
Tutorial Beyond Form and Formlessness 1 William Blake, 

The Marriage of Heaven and Hell (extracts)

Discussion of Week 8 lecture material. Tutorial
preparation activities are posted on Moodle.

Assessment Assessment 2 due by 8pm Thursday 22 July via
turnitin.

Week 9: 26 July - 30 July Lecture Beyond Form and Formlessness 2 Gertrude Stein, 
Tender Buttons

Prof Elizabeth McMahon
Tutorial

Tender Buttons

Discussion of Week 8 3㌶‰⁤㘰㑲e material. Tutorial





Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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