


Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Tanja Dreher t.dreher@unsw.edu.au By appointment Robert

Webster, Level
3 , Room 311S

School Contact Information

School of the Arts and Media

Room 312, Level 3, Robert Webster Building (G14)

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sam

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Tradition䉔⁧漀渳ster Building (G14)ੱ
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Human rights and social justice are central to contemporary public life and as such they are central to
media practices and representations. These principles have come under pressure in recent years as
everyday life has become highly mediated—increasingly by private digital platforms like Facebook and
Google. In this course, you will investigate the rights, responsibilities, ethics and social justice
frameworks associated with mediated communication in social and political life. You will address topics
such as surveillance, data justice, racism and the media, gender, First Nations media and alternative
media, and research recent case studies where rights and wrongs have been debated and media
interventions developed. The goal is to equip you with the tools for understanding and intervening in both
traditional and digital media as controversies and issues arise in your everyday life and work.

 

 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Describe and discuss some of the central debates relating to media ethics, social justice and
human rights

2. Apply concepts central to media ethics and human rights and critically analyse the ethical and
political implications of media practices and representations.

3. Craft a clear and persuasive written argument.

Teaching Strategies 

Readings, videos and lectures will provide historical context and key concepts for understanding
relations between media, ethics, social justice and human rights. Learning activities will support student-
led engagement with issues and case studies. This will lead towards the final assignment, a major
essay, that analyses a current issue in media, social justice, ethics and human rights.
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Commentary on a weekly
topic 

30% 4 short commentaries on 4 of
the weekly topics during

Weeks 2 - 9

1, 2

Poster 20% 1 poster on 1 of the weekly
topics during Weeks 3 - 9

1, 2

Major Essay 50% 09/08/2021 10:00 PM 1, 2

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Commentary on a weekly topic

Start date: 4 short commentaries on 4 of the weekly topics during Weeks 3 - 10

Length: 4 x 500-word commentaries

Details:

30-percent

4 x 500-word commentaries  

Students will produce short commentaries in response to posters prepared by their peers.

Feedback via the course LMS.

Additional details:

Further details on this assignment will be available in Moodle

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Poster

Start date: 1 poster on 1 of the weekly topics during Weeks 3 - 10

Length: A3 Poster

Details:

20-percent
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Students will produce a poster on one of the weekly topics relating to media ethics, social justice and
human rights.

Feedback via the course LMS. 

Additional details:

Further details on this assignment will be available in Moodle

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Major Essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 2000 - 2500 words

Details:

50-percent

2500 words.

Students will prepare an essay relating to media ethics, social justice and human rights

Feedback via the course LMS.

 

Additional details:

Further details on this assignment will be available in Moodle

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Prescribed resources will be made available via Moodle. Prescribed resources will include scholarly
literature, expert commentaries, podcasts and videos.

Recommended Resources

Recommended resources will be made available via Moodle. Recommended resources will include
scholarly literature, expert commentaries, podcasts and videos. 

Course Evaluation and Development

The ARTS2096 teaching team values student feedback. Student feedback is welcome at any time.
Formal feedback mechanisms including the myExperience survey will be available. Informal feedback
will be encouraged throughout the Term. 
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://unsplash.com/@aaronburden?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/study?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
http://www.tcpdf.org
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