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Professional Media Practices: Creating, Publishing and
Publicising Digital Journalism
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

In this Masters-level course you will hone work-ready skills associated with commissioning, researching,
creating, editing, publishing and publicising digital journalism in the real world context of a live online
publication. You will develop your ability to meet deadlines as you produce, edit and/or layout
publishable multi-media packages (words, images, audio, video) for delivery on the online publication. At
the same time you will develop skills associated with social-media engagements around the online
publication - e.g. publicising the site's content via Twitter, Facebook and similar platforms; managing
reader comments on content; tracking hits on the online publication site via data analytics; managing
search engine optimisation (SEO) for published items; and so on. The course will provide you with the
opportunity to enhance your own portfolio, to be mentored by a media professional, to participate in a
media-practice based community and to establish all-important media industry contacts. 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Plan, research, create, edit and layout and publish multi-media digital journalism content.
2. Work collaboratively, ethically and in accordance with media law to create, edit, publish and

publicise digital journalism.
3. Publicise digital journalism on social media platforms, use data analytics to track hits on

published material, and manage search engine optimisation of a publication site.

Teaching Strategies 



Assessment

Student work is assessed based on quality at the time of submission only. Improvements applied during
the editing process for publication in Newsworthy may be published but are NOT assessed. The Digital
Editor may advise on story development but is not responsible for marking assignments. In all matters of
assessment the decisions of the course convenor are final. All assignments must be submitted as
WORD docs (no PDFs). On the first page always provide your student number and enrollment name
(first name followed by family name), as well as course & assignment number, seminar group day and
time, the story’s genre (opinion, profile, etc), and an accurate word count for your submission. Do not
include your personal, class or interviewee details or reference lists in this word count.

On the final page of your submission provide the names and contact details of all interviewees plus
interview place, date, time and whether the interview was conducted in-person, or by telephone, email,
chat/social media or Skype. Unless you have your tutor's permission in writing, all interviews recorded
(smart phone audio recordings and chat transcripts are acceptable). All interviewee quotes must be
accurately rendered in English. DO NOT USE ONLINE TRANSLATION SERVICES. Interview recordings
MUST be retained for assessment purposes until December 31st of each academic year.

In this course, the sources of all facts and quotes must be briefly mentioned WITHIN the story (for
example, ‘University of Melbourne researchers say’, or “A 2018 report by the Institute of Accountants
said”, or “The Attorney General admitted” etc.). We use the Harvard referencing system. Source URLs
may be embedded in the text, but the full citation must also be provided in the reference list. Information
obtained via your interviews need not be cited in reference lists but MUST be accurately reported in
direct and/or indirect quotes in the text of your story and/or video and audio multimedia clips. For
submissions containing multimedia only a full text transcript of the story must also be submitted.
Submissions that are primarily multimedia must be preceded by a 100-150 word text lead. 

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Content Creation Task 1 30% 28/06/2021 12:00 PM 1, 2, 3

Content Creation Task 2 45% 07/08/2020 05:00 PM 1, 2, 3

In-class assessment tasks 25% 10/08/2020 12:00 PM 3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Content Creation Task 1

Start date: 01/06/2021 12:00 PM

Length: 500-800 words

Details:

A multiplatform journalism presentation of a 500-word news story and images or accompanying video. 
Feedback via LMS.
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Submission notes: Content Creation Tasks may be submitted in any order. Choose genre in
consultation with your tutor

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Content Creation Task 2

Start date: 08/06/2021 12:00 PM

Length: 1500-2000 words

Details:

A longform (feature) 1500-2000 word story, or podcast, or video (five to seven minutes or equivalent to
2000 words). Feedback via LMS.

Submission notes: Content Creation Tasks may be submitted in any order. Choose genre in
consultation with your tutor

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 3: In-class assessment tasks

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 3000 words

Details:

Weekly Journalism practice tasks, equivalent to 3000 words (300 words x 10).  Feedback via LMS.

Additional details:

In Class Activities account for 25% of the marks in this course. At the end of term, collate your
submissions in a single word document and submit via the Moodle link. DO NOT RESUBMIT
ASSESSMENT ONE OR TWO AS PART OF YOUR PORTFOLIO SUBMISSION PLEASE NOTE: There
will be fewer portfolio elements in 2021 than the 10 submission x 300 words estimate mention in the
course overview.

 

Submission notes: See general assessment information

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Attendance Requirements

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/MDIA5011.html




 
Week 8: 19 July - 23 July Studio Weekly Editorial Conference

Share with the class the stories you are chasing.



with a view to avoiding legal jeopardy, and work
hard to make the story's opening a sure fire winner.

IN-CLASS PORTFOLIO SUBMISSION (300
words) 



Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Please refer to Moodle's library link (the green icon) for all library readings. 

Students are encouraged to borrow audio recording kits, cameras and mobile journalism kits  from the
UNSW Technical Resource Centre for interviews, especially if considering a podcast for the publication
and publicity assessment. Time will be allotted in class to familiarisation with TRC equipment and how to
borrow.  You can also use your smart phone to record interviews and take photos. Mobile journalism kits
enhance smart phone recording and stability.

Adobe Creative Cloud Editing Software is installed on all Mac Labs. Podcasting is optional for this
course.

 

Recommended Resources

Recommended textbook

The companion textbook for this course is Online Journalism: The Essential Guide (Hill and Lashmar
2014). The eBook may be purchased at via UNSW Bookshop online at  
https://unswbookshop.vitalsource.com/products/-v9781446293232

While it is NOT compulsory to 0‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㐲⸵ㄹ㘸㔠㘵㈮㠴〵㜴⁔搠嬨UNSW Technical Resource Centre for interviews, espe戰〰朠䉔䉔 䘊焠〮〰ぴhow to⤰〰〰ぶ〰〰‰⸰⁒䜠どle jou0〰〰⁒䜠ち〰⁔昱ㄮふ〰‰〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‴㈮㔱㤶㠵‶㔲⸸㐰㔷㐠呤⁛⠀唀一匀圀 吀攀挀栀渀椀挀愀氀 刀攀猀漀甀爀挀攀 䌀攀渀琀爀攀 昀漀爀 椀渀琀攀爀瘀椀攀眀猀Ⰰ 攀猀瀀攀挀椀愀氀氀礀 椀昀″㠀洀椀氹㘮㔷〰〰⁷‰爀挀吀攀〰〰‰⸰〰攀 昀椀攀眀猀眮〰〰欠〠䨠〠〠則ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰⁂吠‰⸰眠〠樠牧⁂吠〠呲漀椀攀眀爀猀Ⰰ 攀猀〰〰⁔〰〰〠牧崠告最猀⸀ㄮ〰〰〰⁔椠ㄱ栀樀漀甀爀愀琀椀漀猀⸀ㄮਰ⸵㜰椀猀 漀猠牧崠告⁂吠⽆䕔ੂ吠琰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㐲⸵ㄹ㘸㔠㘵㈮㠴〵㜴⁔搠嬨UNSW Technical Resource Centre for interviews, especially if ㌷〰〰〰㥒䜊〮〰ぅ吊䉔ev〰‰⸰〰〰づ fiewspぅ吊䉰⁑ੂ吰⸰〰〰〠〮そ⁔䨠䉃 equipmenswnk孝‰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㐲⸵ㄹ㘸㔠㐵㜮㠴〵㤰⁔搠嬨The companion textbook for this course is0⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠㌲⁔䨠䔶〴㈮㔱㤶㡋䉃 /䘲‱ㅳ.,崠〠搮,崠げith⁑ੂ呤Cen,崠ぎ㈠ㄱ⸦ㄱ⸰〰‰ㅳ.,崠こ㈠ㄱ⹊⁅吠儊䈲 䘲‱〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㈴㤮ㄶ㔶㠵‴㔷⸸㐰㔹〠呤⁛⠀伀渀氀椀渀攀 䨀漀甀爀渀愀氀椀猀洀㨀 吀栀攀 䔀猀猀攀渀琀椀愀氀 䜀甀椀搀攀〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ‰〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㐲⸰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‴㈮㔱㤶㠵‴㠵⸳㐰㔸㜠呤⁛⠀刀攀挀漀洀洀攀渀搀攀搀 琀攀砀琀戀漀漀欩崠告⁅吠儊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰″㐠〠朊㘰〠則ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊䉔 䘵‱ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰㨰〠呦⁅吊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ 崠告⁅吠儊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਸ㠮㠹㜰〰″㈠告⁅㘰㐲⸵ㄹ㘸䘵‱ㄮ攠儊䉔挀圀 ੱ‰⸰椀攀眀猀匰攀 渀琀‱ㄮ䘀最 椀甊䉔 䘲地〰〰‰⁵㠠〮〰〰〰猀Ⰰ 攀猀〰〰⁔〰〰〠牧崠告最猀⸀ㄮ〰〰〰⁔椠ㄱ栀樀漀甀爀愀瑪ou戀漀漀欀 昀漀爀 琀栀椀猀 挀漀甀爀猀攀 椀猀〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ‰〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㐲⸵ㄹ㘸㔠㔴㈮㠴〵㠴⁔搠嬨 ⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㔠ㄳ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘵‱㌮〰〰〰⁔映䕔ੂ吠㈷mi6〶㈮㔱㤶㡋䉯iodzt,⁷‰†ㄱ⹊⁅吠儊䈳 䘲‱ㄮ䕔椠ㄱ栀樀儊䈳䜊〮〰ぅ吊䉔ev〰‰⸰〰〰づ fiewspぅ吊䉰⁑ੂ吰⸰〰〰〠〮そ⁔䨠䉃 equipmenswnk孝‰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ‰呔ੂ吀氀 ੱ‰⸰椀攀眰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠嬨The companion textbook for this course is0⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠㌰s 6〴d mob nt〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‴㐵⸴〵㘸㔠㐵㜮㠴〵㤰⁔搠嬨(Hill and Lashmar⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰㘸⸱㤳〰〠㌰s 6〴d m 朊焠《䉔b⁊‰⁛嵥〰〰⁏⸵㝐,崠ば映儊䉅吠儠〰〠〮〸‰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則⸰‰ੱ 崠告⁅吠儊䉔 䘶‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰‰⸰〰〰⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰‰⸰〰椠fie0〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘵‱㌮〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰昀椀攀攀渀猀⁗〰〰〠㜮㠴sou.䕔椠睤渀琰攀樀兗㙴‱ㄮ䕔椠孨is㙥v〰朠䉔‰⁃‴㔷⹓椠䌠㐵㜮卩′⁂吠〠呲漀椀攀眀爀猀Ⰰ 攀猀〰〰⁔〰〰〠牧崠告最猀⸀ㄮ〰〰〰⁔椠ㄱ栀樀漀甀爀愀琀椀漀猀⸀ㄮਰ⸵㜰椀猀 漀猠牧崠告⁂吠⽆䕔ੂ吠琰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㐲⸵ㄹ㘸㔰〰朠䉔ㄮ䨩崠吹㔰〰朠䉔搰〰〠呦e 0⁊‰⁛崠〠搮‰⁛嵥〰〰⁏⸵㝐,崠ば映儊䉅吠儠〰〠〮〸‰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰㈳㈠⽆㈠⸰〰椠fie0〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘵‱㌮〰〰〰⁔映‘⁑ਰ⸠則ਰ⸰〰〰椠孨is㙂樠孝敫䉔 䙯ㄹ㘸㕩s㙉㘸㔮㔷〰ね〮〰〰〰‰’〰〰⸰㨰浩椲‱ㄮ〺ね眀爀猀Ⰰ 攀猀〰〰⁔〰〰〠牧崠告最猀⸀ㄮ〰〰〰⁔椠ㄱ栀樀漀甀爀愀琀椀漀猀⸀ㄮਰ⸵㜰椀猀 漀猠牧崠告⁂吠⽆䕔ੂ吠琰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㐲⸵ㄹ㘸㔰〰朠䉔ㄮ䨩崠吹㔰〰朠䉔㌲㤮㠷㈠〮〲㌲ 䘲‱〮〰ど ‰⁛嵥〰〰⁏⸵㝐,崠ば映儊䉅吠儠〰〠〮〸 氀椀渀攀 愀琀⸰‰ੱ‰ 7吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ੂ吠⽆㔠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘵‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則吀戠⸰㨰浩椲‱ㄮ〺ね楩㈠ㄱ⸰㨰浩椲‱ㄮ〺ね楩㈠ㄱ⸰㨰㨰洸〰〰〠呦″㐠〺io䕷爮〰〰〰⁔昮〺〶㠵‴㠵⁅吠䉔㕂㌠⽆㈠ㄱ⹅呩‱ㅨjQੂ㍇ਰ⸰〰䕔ੂ吀攀瘰〠〮〰〰〰攀 昀椀攀眀猀瀰䕔ੂ瀠儊䉔〮あ䌀⸲㔶〮そ⁔䨠䉃 equipenk孝‰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠o6r0ੂ‰ੱ〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㐲⸵ㄹ㘸㔠㔴㈮㠴〵㠴⁔搠嬨 ⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ਰ⸰び〰〰″㐠〠朊㘰〠則ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊䉔 䘵‱ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰㨰浩椲‱ㄮ〺ね楩㈠ㄱ⸰㨰浩椲‱ㄮ〺ね楩㈠ㄱ⸰㨰㨰洸〰〰〠呦″㐠〺io䕷爮〰〰〰⁔昮〺〶㠵‴㠵⁅吠䉔㕂㌠⽆㈠ㄱ⹅呩‱ㅨjQੂ㍇ਰ⸰〰䕔ੂ吀攀瘰〠〮〰〰〰攀 昀椀攀眀猀瀰䕔ੂ瀠儊䉔〮〰〰〰‰⸰崠告⁂䌀 攀焀甀椀瀀洀攀渀猀眮攀渀歛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰 漀爀〠朊㈀ ㄮ〺ね楩㈠ㄱ⸰㨰海rs, es0〰〠吰〰〰杝⁔䩧s.1⸰〰〰〠呩‱ㅨjouratios.1⸊〮㔷どs os杝⁔䨠䉔 䙅吊䉔⁴〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‴㈮㔱㤶㠵〰〠牧⁂吮攱⹊⥝⁔㤵〰〠牧⁂吮攲㘴⸴㐴〮そ⁔䨠䉃 equi0‰⸰㠠〠搠〮〰〰〰洀〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ  

 

https://unswbookshop.vitalsource.com/products/-v9781446293232




Course Evaluation and Development

Since the Master of Journalism & Communication came into being at UNSW in 2014, students have
consistently articulated their strong desire for quality teaching relevant to contemporary journalistic
practice as a launch pad for their future media careers. In 2019, UNSW's launched a bold initiative in
response to student's needs in the form of a new outward-facing online publication Newsworthy, 



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

