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Acknowledgement of Country

UNSW Arts, Design and Architecture Kensington and Paddington campuses are built on Aboriginal

https://www.indigenous.unsw.edu.au/strategy


Course Details

Units of Credit 6 

Summary of the Course

Prepare yourself for a career in the performing arts. Working in the Performing Arts provides an
orientation to working in the industry today. With guest lectures from industry leaders, you will explore
perspectives on the evolution of the performing arts and gain insights into the cultural forces that shape
production and programming decisions today. You will work on a guided research project to plan a
season or curate performance program for an arts organisation you have chosen. The aim is to connect
your learning at university with the current state of the arts and encourage you to explore prospects for
contributing to the industry after you graduate.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Investigate the field of Australian theatre, performance and/or dance and the social, ethical and
cultural aspects of production and consumption

2. Analyse significant works of theatre, performance and/or dance in relation to scholarly research
and artistic practice

3. Interpret the theatrical practices, styles and conventions of Australian theatre, performance
and/or dance to devise artistic frameworks for programming

4. Apply skills in research and curation to present original ideas for programming in presentations
and writing

Teaching Strategies 

This course places an emphasis on complex critical and cultural thinking, with the aim to enhance the
students' capacity for analytical excellence and strategic planning. It is also designed to deepen their
level of engagement with its range of historical, artistic, political and social texts and questions. The
focus on the Australian theatre, dance and performing arts industries is intended to broaden the
students' understanding of their own culture and of the Australian performing arts, and to provide a
learning and research experience that will prepare them for future employment. In the 3-hour workshops,
student projects will be shared, discussed, presented and compared. The workshops are designed to
encourage the combination of conceptual and embodied understanding that is characteristic of the
students' main object of study, theatre, dance and performance. Learning will be augmented with online
discussion.
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https://www-chicagomanualofstyle-org.wwwproxy1.library.unsw.edu.au/book/ed17/frontmatter/toc.html
https://www-chicagomanualofstyle-org.wwwproxy1.library.unsw.edu.au/book/ed17/frontmatter/toc.html
https://style.mla.org/


cultural aspects of production and consumption



summative feedback, and percentage mark. 

This is not a Turnitin assignment

Additional details

Develop and deliver a 10-minute group presentation of the curatorial/programming project in groups of
4-6 students during class time, using visual projections (e.g. Powerpoint slides) which are submitted at
the end of class. 

Please cover:

concept or project theme/key idea
background statement explaining the idea and the ethical, social and political issues it raises
proposed artists and art works (between 8 and 12)
discussion of venue, site and target audience.
list of references

In this presentation you are expected to demonstrate:

a clearly articulated vision for what your season/festival plans to achieve, and the audience it is
aimed at
a knowledge of the plays/performance works and of the broad historical, social and cultural
contexts within which they were first created



writing
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content

Week 1: 13 September
- 17 September

Seminar Introduction and Case Study

Week 2: 20 September
- 24 September

Seminar Issues, Concepts and Themes

Week 3: 27 September
- 1 October

Seminar Indigenous Protocols

Week 4: 4 October - 8
October

Seminar Artists, Venues and Audiences

Week 5: 11 October -
15 October

Seminar Producing and Marketing: Working with
Artists

Week 6: 18 October -
22 October

Homework Break Week

Week 7: 25 October -
29 October

Seminar Curating and Programming

Week 8: 1 November -
5 November

Seminar Cultural Leadership

Week 9: 8 November -
12 November

Seminar Careers and Pitching

Week 10: 15 November
- 19 November

Seminar Pitching: Project Presentations
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

See Leganto

Recommended Resources

Expected resources for the course are available through Leganto on the course Moodle, the
UNSW Library and cultural institutions.

Course Evaluation and Development

Periodically student evaluative feedback on the course is gathered, using among other means, UNSW's
Student Survey process. Student feedback is taken seriously, and continual improvements are made to
the course based in part on such feedback. Significant changes to the course will be communicated to
subsequent cohorts of students taking the course. 
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

https://student.unsw.edu.au/skills
https://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise


Academic Information

Due to evolving advice by NSW Health, students must check for updated information regarding online
learning for all Arts, Design and Architecture courses this term (via Moodle or course information
provided.)

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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