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Acknowledgement of Country

UNSW Arts, Design and Architecture Kensington and Paddington campuses are built on Aboriginal
Lands. We pay our respects to the Bidjigal and Gadigal peoples who are the Custodians of these lands.
We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, the First Australians, whose lands,
winds and waters we all now share, and pay respect to their unique values, and their continuing and
enduring cultures which deepen and enrich the life of our nation and communities.  

 

 

https://www.indigenous.unsw.edu.au/strategy


Course Details

Units of Credit 6 

Summary of the Course

Music is part of the life of people everywhere, and as George Eliot once said, there is no feeling, except
the extremes of fear and grief, that does not find relief in music. Universal though these truths might
appear to be, the various musical expressions of the world’s peoples are as diverse, unique, and
sometimes strange, as the natural and cultural worlds that make them. Today we can access that
musical diversity easily. We can buy it, download it, iPod it. But just how much do we know about the
peoples, histories, sentiments, and lives of the musicians and singers that produce this music? How
much do we grasp the beauty, the yearning, and the spirituality in that music? What can we learn that
will deepen our appreciation, understanding, and perhaps performance of the many musical expressions
available to us today?

This World Music course surveys and examines the relationships between music, the society in which it
is performed, and individual selves. It explores both traditional and contemporary music of Aboriginal
Australia, South-east Asia, India, Central Asia and the Middle East, West Africa and the Caribbean, and
marginal Europe. It examines how musical practices express, shape, and allow for the individual and
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Assessment

Assessment task Weight Due Date Course Learning
Outcomes Assessed

1. Ethnographic research
project/presentation

40% 17/11/2021 11:00 AM 1, 2, 3

2. Discussion blog 30% Not Applicable 1, 2, 3

3. Listening Test 30% Not Applicable 1, 2, 3

Assessment 1: Ethnographic research project/presentation

Assessment length: 2000 words for report 15 mins for presentation
Due date: 17/11/2021 11:00 AM

In groups of 4-5 students students must complete two components – a research report worth 20% (min.
2000 words) and an oral presentation (15 mins) worth 20%.

Students will be provided with written feedback online after submission of the research report.

This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity reports.

Additional details

The presentations will be in the tutorials in week 10. The written report is due on Friday 26th November,

11:59 PM. The written report is submitted through Turnitin.

Assessment 2: Discussion blog

Assessment length: 500 words each

Students will be required to submit three blogs of 500 words each at times specified.

Students will be given feedback on blogs after they have been posted.

This is not a Turnitin assignment

Additional details

You will be required to submit three blogs of 500 words each via Moodle. These will be due on Sunday
26th September, Sunday 17th October, Sunday 31st October11:59 PM. 

Assessment 3: Listening Test

This assessment task consists of two tests of equal weighting. Tests will be 30 mins each in duration.

This is the final assessment task.

Test papers will be returned with marks and comments as necessary.
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Additional details

The conditions of these test may vary depending on mode of delivery at the time. These tests are no
longer the 'final assessment task', and will be held in weeks 5 and 9, in the tutorial.
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content

Week 1: 13 September
- 17 September

Lecture L1. Introduction: Studying & listening to world
music; music & society. Ethnographic Methods.
Music and hybridity, music and identity. Other
concepts: cultural relativism, multiculturalism,
cosmopolitanism, interculturalism, social function,
selfhood. 

 

Tutorial T1. Discussion of methods & concepts, and group
research projects. Research project group self-
selection to be finalized by students. Discussion
of potential research projects.

Week 2: 20 September
- 24 September

Lecture South-East Asia

 

Tutorial TBA

Week 3: 27 September
- 1 October

Lecture Indian music, including the Indian diaspora.

Tutorial TBA

Week 4: 4 October - 8
October

Lecture 'Marginal' Europe Part 1.

Tutorial TBA

Week 5: 11 October -
15 October

Lecture 'Marginal' Europe Part 2.

Lecture 'Marginal' Europe Part 2.

Tutorial Listening test 1. Other content TBA

Week 6: 18 October -
22 October

Lecture Lecture? What lecture? this is flexi week.

Week 7: 25 October -
29 October

Lecture Maqamat - from Tunisia to West Asia.

Lecture

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/MUSC2116.html


5 November Tutorial TBA

Week 9: 8 November -
12 November

Lecture Music of Indigenous Australians OR West Africa

 

 

Tutorial Listening test. Other content TBA

Week 10: 15 November
- 19 November

Lecture Afro-Latin music (Cuba, Brazil)

Tutorial Presentations
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Prescribed Resources There is a Resources section in Moodle that contains the following: A. Resources
for mandatory course listening and reading: 1. Reading list using Leganto. This enables easy access to
all course materials on any device, through a single, intuitive user interface. 2. Listening List. This
enables access to all AV materials used in the lectures. 3. Music Glossary. This valuable resource
provides definitions and links to other resources, where appropriate, of key terms and concepts used in
the course. It is strongly recommended that you consult this list. B. Films with links to online viewing: 1.
Buena Vista Social Club 2. Orfeu Negro 3. Capas Negras C. Performance Resources: 1. Gangokui
12-pulse seven stroke pattern 2. Son clave 3. Salsa 4. Samba batucada 5. Balinese gamelan: gilak
topeng 6. Balinese gamelan: gilak baris 7. downloadable scores of the above. Further resources will be
added through the session. 

Recommended Resources

See the Leganto Reading List in the course Moodle site.

Course Evaluation and Development

Students have the opportunity to provide evaluative feedback on the course through UNSW's Course



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: Using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This includes copying materials, ideas or concepts from a book, article,
report or other written document, presentation, composition, artwork, design, drawing, circuitry, computer
program or software, website, internet, other electronic resource, or another person's assignment without
appropriate acknowledgement. 

Inappropriate paraphrasing: 

https://student.unsw.edu.au/skills
https://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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