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1. LOCATION 
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 
School of Education 
EDST6722 Society and Culture Method 1 
Semester 1, 2018 

2. STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Course Coordinator:

mailto:b.howitt@unsw.edu.au
http://classutil.unsw.edu.au/EDST_S1.html
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National Priority Area Elaborations  

 
 

4. RATIONALE FOR THE INCLUSION OF CONTENT AND TEACHING APPROACH 

 
This subject aims to develop in each student the ability to effectively teach Society and Culture to 
secondary school students with an emphasis on the NSW Society and Culture syllabus. During the 
course students will develop their knowledge of New South Wales syllabus documents. Lectures, tutorials 
and assignments will cover a variety of approaches to teaching and learning in the Society and Culture 
classroom. Emphasis will be given to the relationship between Society and Culture, literacy and 
numeracy and the role and value of Society and Culture in the curriculum and the community.   
 
Student-centred activities will form the basis of the course. These activities will draw on the prior 
knowledge of the students and will allow them to engage in relevant and challenging experiences that 
mirror those they will be expected to design for the secondary students they will later teach.  
 
5. TEACHING STRATEGIES 

 

¶ Explicit teaching, including lectures, to demonstrate an understanding of students’ different 
approaches to learning and the use of a range of teaching strategies to foster interest and support 
learning  

¶ Small group cooperative learning to understand the importance of teamwork in an educational context 
and to demonstrate the use of group structures as appropriate to address teaching and learning goals 

¶ Structured occasions for reflection on learning to allow students to reflect critically on and improve 
teaching practice 

¶ Extensive opportunities for whole group and small group dialogue and discussion, allowing students 
the opportunity to demonstrate their capacity to communicate and liaise with the diverse members of 
an education community, and to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of method content. 

¶ Online learning from readings on Moodle 

¶ Online discussions 

¶ Peer teaching in a simulated classroom setting 

¶ These activities will occur in a classroom climate that is supportive and inclusive of all learners. 
 

Priority area  

      A. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander        Education (ATSI) 1,4,5,6,7                                                         

      B. Classroom Management (CM) 4, 5 

C. Information and Communication Technologies (ITC) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 11 

D. Literacy and Numeracy (L&N) 1, 4, 5, 8 , 10, 11, 12 

E. Students with Special Educational Needs (SE) 4, 8 

F. Teaching Students from Non-English Speaking Backgrounds (NESB) 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, 11 
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Course Content and Structure  
 

 
WEEK 

 
THURSDAYS 1 - 2pm  

LECTURE TOPIC 

 
THURSDAYS 2 - 4pm  

TUTORIAL 

1 

26 Feb – 2 March 

Welcome to Society and Culture 
Teaching: Understanding the syllabus; 
Preliminary/HSC courses – what’s the 
difference? Who chooses Society and 
Culture? Why?  
 
Priority Areas 
CM B.1, 4 ICT C.2  

Mapping the syllabus 
What’s the subject about?  
Compulsory vs non-compulsory –  
making choices to meet student needs. 
Writing exercise 
Outline of assessment tasks 
 

 

2 

5 - 9 March 

Lesson Planning 
 
Priority Areas 
ATSIE A.1 CM B.1, 2, 4, 5, 9  
ICT C.1-6, 9, 10 
L&N D.1, 5, 9, 11, 12  
SEd E.2, 3 NESB F.4,5, 7  

How to plan a lesson.  
Choosing a topic for your microteaching      
lesson 
ITC strategies 
 

3 

12 – 16 March 

Programming 
 
Priority Areas 
ATSIE A.1 CM B.1, 2, 4, 5, 9  
ICT C.1-6, 9, 10 
L&N D.1, 5, 9, 11, 12  
SEd E.2, 3 NESB F.4,5, 7 

Creating a unit of work 
What’s a program?  
Implementing ICT strategies: 
finding/doing/keeping 
 

4 

19 – 23 March 

Assessment: Formative and  
Summative and using summative 
assessments for formative purposes 
 
Priority Areas 
ATSIE A.4, 5  ICT C.7  L&N D.4, 12  
SEd E.2, 3, 6  NESB 9 

Assessment schedules and assessment tasks  
 

5 

26 – 30 March 

NSW Quality Teaching Framework    
and School Excellence Framework 
 
Priority Areas 
ATSIE 1, 2, 5, 7 CM 1, 4, 5, 8  

ICT 1, 3, 4, 8  L&N 4, 7  
SEd 2-4  NESB 
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8 

23 – 27 April 

Intercultural Communication – why it 
matters 
 
Priority Areas: 
ATSIE 1-3 CM 4 ICT 2-6 L&N 2  
NESB 1, 3, 4 

Intercultural misunderstanding – classroom 
issues.  
Connecting with the world 
Microteaching presentations 

9 

1 – 4 May  

Exam construction  
 
Priority Areas 
ATSIE A.4, 5 ICT B.7 L&N C.4, 12  
SEd E.2, 3, 6 NESB F.9 
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UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
FEEDBACK SHEET 

EDST6722 SOCIETY AND CULTURE METHOD 1 
Student Name:         
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UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
FEEDBACK SHEET 

EDST6722 SOCIETY AND CULTURE METHOD 1 
 

Student Name:         Student No.: 
Assessment Task 2: outline of unit of work for stage 6 Preliminary Society and Culture 
 

SPECIFIC CRITERIA (-)                                      (+) 
Understanding of the question or issue and the key concepts involved 

¶ understanding of the task and its relationship to relevant areas of theory, 
research and practice 

¶ clarity and accuracy in use of key terms and concepts in unit planning 

¶ design of a unit outline which demonstrates an ability to differentiate the 
curriculum to cater for diverse learning approaches and needs where 
appropriate 

¶ essential components integrated effectively into unit of work 
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Assessment Task 3 - HURDLE REQUIREMENT 
 

MICROTEACHING 
 
Microteaching is the planning, presentation and evaluation of a lesson over a shortened period of time (a 10 
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6. RESOURCES 

Required Readings 
 

¶ NSW Board of Studies, Stage 6 Syllabus, Society and Culture, Preliminary and HSC Courses, 
October 2013 

¶ Leaver, M et al. (2015) Society & Culture: Preliminary and HSC. 2e. Nelson Cengage Learning 
 
Additional Optional Readings 

¶ Anstey, M. & Bull, G. (2006) Teaching and learning multiliteracies: Changing times, changing 
literacies. Curriculum Press, Melbourne. 

¶ Attwood, B. (2005), Telling the truth about Aboriginal history. Allen and Unwin, Crows Nest. 

¶ Curtis, B and Curtis, C. (2011) Social Research: A Practical Introduction. London: Sage Publications 

¶ Finger, G., Russell, G., Jamieson-Proctor, R. & Russell, N. (2006) Transforming Learning with 
ICT Making IT Happen. Pearson Australia 

¶ Gibbons, P (2002) Scaffolding language, scaffolding learning: Teaching second language 
learners in the mainstream classroom. Portsmouth, Heinemann 

¶ 

http://www.tpack.org/
http://rde.nsw.edu.au/
http://rde.nsw.edu.au/tpack-samr
http://www.ttf.edu.au/psts-talk.html
http://edublogs.org/
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/
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The specific address for the Board’s Society and Culture material is: 
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/society-culture.html Please note that the relevant 
material is under the heading 2015 HSC examination and beyond. 
 
 
The subject’s professional association, the Society and Culture Association, is located at: 
https://sca.nsw.edu.au/  

http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/society-culture.html
https://sca.nsw.edu.au/

