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attendance requirements outlined above will be awarded an Unsatisfactory Fail (UF) for that course 
regardless of their performance in the assessment tasks or other requirements for the course. 
 
Please note the following attendance expectations, requirements, and consequences: 
▪ A minimum attendance requirement of 80% of all scheduled classes (i.1. lectures, tutorials, 

workshops, seminars) for the subject in which you are enrolled is required by UNSW 
▪ Attendance in person is the only option for tutorials, seminars, and workshops. 
▪ Where attendance is recorded for a scheduled class (i.e. lectures, tutorials, workshops, seminars) 

either by electronic means or via an attendance register it is the responsibility of the student to 
make sure they successfully record their attendance by providing all the details required. 
 

It is the responsibility of the student to catch up on any learning missed due to absences. 

The School of Education upholds the UNSW attendance policy and is in accordance with the Arts and 
Social Sciences guidelines and expectations. UNSW policy on Attendance and Absence that can be 
found at: https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/Protocols-
Guidelines/#attendanceguidelines  

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Outcome  Assessment/s 

1 Identify and explain the significance of particular issues and practice from 
a realist perspective including relations between art and art education and 
implications for their own practice and pedagogical choices with students 

1, 2 

2 Identify and explain how constraints function at a particular time in regard 
to relations between art, art education and practice in curriculum 
development and its assessment and in relation to what is possible for 
students to understand developmentally  

1, 2 

3 Understand how the innovations of the body of work and frames inform 
their own understandings in art education and the pedagogical choices 
available to them while marking our future trajectories for Visual Arts 
education 

2 

4 Identify the structural limitations of visual literacy and visual culture 
approaches internationally and assess their perceived political advantage 
of aligning the visual arts in education with either a basics approaches to 
the curriculum or the promotion of a deconstructivist agenda

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/Protocols-Guidelines/#attendanceguidelines
https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/Protocols-Guidelines/#attendanceguidelines
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5 
International outlook 
Demonstrate an understanding of international perspectives relevant to the 
educational field 

1, 2 

6 
Ethical and responsible professional practice 
Demonstrate an advanced capacity to recognise and negotiate the complex 
and often contested values and ethical practices that underlie education 

1, 2 

 





http://www.sitem.herts.ac.ul/artdes_research/papers/wpades/vol1/brown2full.html
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Maras, K. (2010). Condition critical: A misdiagnosis in the treatment of critical practice in the proposed 
curriculum for visual arts.  Journal of Art Education Australia, Special Edition – Art Education 
Australia Research Symposium 2010.  

http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/manuals/pdf_doc/syl_dev_process.pdf
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/manuals/pdf_doc/syl_dev_handbook.pdf


EDST5140 Critical Issues and Practice in Visual Arts Education, UNSW 2019 8 

of practices and content, pp. 69-84, School of Art Education, College of Fine Arts, The 
University of New South Wales. 

Brown, N. C. M. (2005). The relation between evidence and action in the assessment of practice. 
In Critical thinking and learning, values, concepts and issues: Proceedings of the Philosophy of 
Education Society of Australasia Conference, Hong Kong, 2005. Retrieved November 26, 
2007, from http://www.pesa.org.au 

 
Recommended readings 
Board of Studies http://arc.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/standards-packs/SP02_15400/ 
Board of Studies http://arc.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/go/hsc/std-packs/ 

6 Visual literacy, visual culture & STEM/STEAM 
 
Required readings 
Brown, N. (1989). The myth of visual literacy, Australian Art Education, 13(2), 28-32. 
Brown, N. C. M. (2003). Are we entering a post-critical age in visual arts education? Studies in Art 

Education, 44(3), 285-289. 
Duncum, P. (2010). Seven principles for visual culture education. Art Education, 63(1), 6-10.  
Freeman, K. (2003). Theorizing visual culture in education. In Teaching visual culture: Curriculum, 

aesthetics, and the social life of art, pp. 1-19. New York: Teachers College Press. 
 

Recommended readings  

Darts, D. (2004). Visual culture jam: Art, pedagogy, and creative resistance. Studies in Art Education, 
45(4), 313-327.  

Useful Resources: NAEA, Visual Culture Manifesto  
Duncum. P. (2012). Roaming the rhizomic playing fields of visual culture in art education. Visual 

Inquiry: Learning and Teaching Art, 1(2), 111-116.  
Efland, A.D. (2005) Problems confronting visual culture. Art Education, 58(6), 35-40.  

Efland, A.D. (2004). The entwined nature of the aesthetic: A discourse on visual culture, Studies in Art 
Education, 45(3), 234-251. 

Feldman, E.B. (1976). Visual literacy. Journal of Aesthetic Education, 10(3-4), 195-200. 
Garoian, C.R., & Gaudelius, Y.M. (2004). The spectacle of visual culture. Studies in Art Education, 

45(4), 298-312.  
Tavin, K. M. (2005). Opening re-marks: Critical antecedents of visual Culture in Art Education. Studies 

in Art Education, 47(1), 5-22 then 214-229.  
Wilson, B. (2003). Of Diagrams and Rhizomes: Visual Culture, Contemporary Art, and the Impossibility 

of Mapping the Content of Art Education. Studies in Art Education, 44(3), 214-229. 
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Australian curriculum development and the arts 
 
Required readings 
ACARA The Arts 

http://arc.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/go/hsc/std-packs/
http://www.acara.edu.au/arts.html
http://www.acara.edu.au/arts.html
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/australian-curriculum/k-12-arts.html
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/australian-curriculum/k-12-arts.html
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/australian-curriculum/pdf_doc/review-aust-curriculum-bostes-submission.pdf
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/australian-curriculum/pdf_doc/review-aust-curriculum-bostes-submission.pdf


http://www.smh.com.au/national/education/lacking-in-real-vision-20100808-11qbd.html
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/latenightlive/stories/2010/2997568.htm
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/nation/visual-art-to-lose-special-focus-in-schools-curriculum/story-e6frg6nf-1225878162650
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/nation/visual-art-to-lose-special-focus-in-schools-curriculum/story-e6frg6nf-1225878162650
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-art-and-design-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-art-and-design-programmes-of-study




EDST5140 Critical Issues and Practice in Visual Arts Education, UNSW 2019 11 

Assessment 2 

Task:  

Investigate an issue/practice in detail from the questions below:   

1. Explain how philosophical realism underpins much of the approach to NSW Visual Arts 

syllabus development and its assessment in art education in NSW within the constraints of 

the BOSTES’ syllabus development process.  

Refer explicitly to at least six of the course readings and class discussions in your response. 

Use a range of examples from your knowledge of art education, your school experience and 

where appropriate make reference to selected recommended readings to support your 

explanation. 

Or 

2. Explain how the frames and the body of work as explained in NSW Visual Arts syllabuses 

denaturalise popularist assumptions for teachers and their students and student 

performances in artmaking and critical and historical studies of the visual arts. 

Refer explicitly to at least six of the course readings and class discussions in your response. 

Use a range of examples from your knowledge of art education, your school experience and 

where appropriate make reference to selected recommended readings to support your 

explanation. 

Or 

3. Consider the politics of Australian curriculum development in the arts with a special focus on 

art education in recent years. Given the issues and practices raised in this course, explain 

why NSW art educators have been so resistant to what has been proposed.  

Refer explicitly to at least six of the course readings and class discussions in your response. 

Use a range of examples from your knowledge of art education, your school experience and 

where appropriate make reference to selected recommended readings to support your 

explanation. 

Assessment criteria – see next section 
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