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1. LOCATION 

Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 

School of Education 

EDST1108 Indigenous Perspectives in Education (6 units of credit) 

Term 2, 2019 

 

2. STAFF CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Course Coordinator:  Dr. Kevin Lowe  

Office Location:  John Goodsell  

Email:   k.lowe@unsw.edu.au 

 

Tutor(s):  Daniel Anson 

Email:    d.anson@unsw.edu.au  

 

Tutor(s):  Sara Mashayekh

mailto:k.lowe@unsw.edu.au
mailto:d.anson@unsw.edu.au
mailto:sara.mashayekh@unsw.edu.au
http://classutil.unsw.edu.au/EDST_T2.html
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STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Outcome   

1 
identify, evaluate and justify curriculum and pedagogical practices in relation to Indigenous 
education.    

 

2 
explain what the professional, political and personal responsibilities of an educator are in 
relation to Indigenous education.     

 

3 
develop suitable skills and strategies to work effectively with diverse Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islanders peoples, perspectives, and histories. 

 

4 
respect and value Indigenous sovereignties and the ability to genuinely promote 
Reconciliation through education.  

 

 

 



EDST1108 Indigenous Perspectives in Education

http://elise.library.unsw.edu.au/mod5/library.html
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This week we will build on our understanding from last week to consider the 

critical and informed practices that teachers can take up in working with Aboriginal 

oral traditions, pedagogies, knowledges, histories and heritage in constructive, 

thoughtful, engaging and culturally responsive ways in teaching and learning – 

how and why can engaging deeply with theory and the politics of schooling help 

shape your approach to T&L in the classroom? The sessions will illuminate issues 

such as effect of engagement – building and creating new ways of knowing and its 

impact on the acts of teaching. The teaching and learning at the cultural interface 

In Authentic 
engagement with 
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait 
Islander content 
in the P-6 
Australian 
Curriculum 
 

Lecture 9 

29 July 

Racism, tokenism, and Aboriginalism in teaching and learning 

Dr Kevin Lowe and Sara Mashayekh  

 

This week we examine schooling practices that contribute to preserving and 

protecting concerns to do with race, and we also will look into some of the 

misconceptions and misunderstandings about Aboriginal knowledges, histories 

and heritage that can influence teaching and learning practices in problematic 

ways – and why racism and stereotyping continue as an everyday practice? 

  

Drawing on the first part of the lecture, Sara will focus on the important role that 

the acts of racism can play in educational settings and what this means for 

teachers and policy makers. 

Moodie, N., J. 
Maxwell and S. 
Rudolph (2019).  
 
"The impact of 
racism on the 
schooling 
experiences of 
Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait 
Islander students: 
A systematic 
review 
 
 

Lecture 10 

5 August 

Responsibility, complicity, and positionality: Being the teacher you want to 

become  

Dr Kevin Lowe & Daniel Anson 

 

This week we consider issues of responsibility, complicity, and positionality. The 

focus will be on examining your role as a teacher, and how the issues raised in 

this course might influence the way you understand the theory and practice of 

teaching. We will draw on the content and learning that you take away from this 

course and argue that you will need to apply this to your work in the landscape of 

Aboriginal education. articulating your philosophical, ethical and political vision for 

working in the landscape of Aboriginal education – what sort of a teacher to you 

want to be? 

Lampert (Ch. 6) 
‘Becoming a 
socially just 
teacher’ 
 
In Introductory 
Indigenous 
studies in 
education 
 
Phillips & Lampert 
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https://research.acer.edu.au/indigenous_education/42/
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Sarra, C. (2011). Strong and smart – towards a pedagogy for emancipation: Education for first peoples. 

Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge. 

Shay, M. (2018). The perceptions that shape us’. In T. Ferfolja, C. J. Diaz, & J. Ullman (Eds.), Understanding 

sociological theory for educational practices: Cambridge University Press.Thompson, G. (2013). NAPLAN, 

MySchool and accountability: Teacher perceptions of the effects of testing. The International Education 

Journal, 12(2), 62-84.   

Vale, C., Atweh, B., Averill, R. & Skourdoumbis, A. (2016). Equity, social justice and ethics in mathematics 

education. In Makar et al (Eds.), Research in mathematics education in Australasia 2012-2015 (pp. 97-118), 

Singapore: Springer.   

Zipin, L., Fataar, A. & Brennan, M. (2015). Can social realism do social justice? Debating the warrants for 

curriculum knowledge selection. Education as change, 19 (2), 9-36.  

 

 

 

8. ASSESSMENT 
 

https://education.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/courses/course-outlines/
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To complete this task …   
 

1. Students must choose one (1) of the following movies as the focus of their response. These movies are 

considered acceptable and suitable for use in high school classrooms, they could be used in a number of 

different teaching areas (e.g. History, Drama, Aboriginal Studies, Art, Legal Studies, Music). All the movies 

are available through the library.  
 

(a) Perkins, R. (Director). (2009). Bran Nue Day. Australia: Roadshow Films.  

(b) Purcell, L. (Director). (2015). Brave new clan. Australia: CAAMA Productions.  

(c) Petersen, A. (Director). (2016). Zach’s Ceremony. Australia: Umbrella Entertainment.  

(d) Firth, J. & Grant, S. (Director). (2013). CQ: Indigenous Cultural Intelligence. Australia: NITV.  

(e) Kavanagh, A. & Briggs, A. (2016). Over-Represented: A vice special on Indigenous incarceration. 

Australia: Vice.  

(f) De Heer, R. & Djigirr, P. (2006). Ten Canoes. Australia: Madmen Entertainment.  

(g) Dean, B. (2013). The biggest estate: 9000 years ago to 1788. Australia: Screen Australia. 
 

2. You will locate relevant academic literature that is relevant to critical Indigenous studies in your 

teaching area. It is expected that for this task you will refer to a minimum of five (5) academic sources - 

government reports/policies, curriculum documents and webpages are considered ‘professional literature’ 

and will not count towards your 5 academic sources”.  

 

3. Use the literature to investigate suggestions regarding ‘good practice’ 

A

 

 

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/cross-curriculum-priorities/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-histories-and-cultures/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/cross-curriculum-priorities/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-histories-and-cultures/
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UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 

FEEDBACK SHEET 

EDST1108 Indigenous Perspectives in Education 

Name:          Student Number: 

Assessment task 2: Using resources to support teaching and learning    
 

SPECIFIC CRITERIA (-)                                                           (+) 

Understanding of the question or issue and the key concepts involved 

¶ Understanding of the task and its relationship to relevant areas of schooling   

¶ Clarity and accuracy in use of key terms and concepts in relation meeting the 

professional requirements of AITSL standard 2.4 

 

     

Depth of analysis and/or critique in response to the task 

¶ Understanding of relevant curriculum/pedagogical, theoretical and political 

concerns regarding standard 2.4  

¶ Engagement with socio-historical concerns impacting on 2.4   

¶ Clarity and depth of explanation regarding the recommendations for 

teaching and learning 

¶ Synthesising of knowledge and understanding in support of creating a 

teacher standpoint 

     

Familiarity with and relevance of professional and/or research literature 

used to support response 

¶ Ability to locate relevant, recently published (<10 yrs. old) literature from 

high-quality, peer reviewed journals or edited books  

¶ Includes sources that are Indigenous academics, educators or community  

¶ Ability to effectively use literature in support of ideas/practices   

¶ Ability to synthesise research in support of a coherent and cohesive 

response 

     

Structure and organisation of response 

¶ A clear and logical structure in both the written and oral formats of the task 

¶ Clarity and coherence of organisation of ideas within both oral and written 

responses  

     

Presentation of response according to appropriate academic and 

linguistic conventions 

¶ Accurate and thorough attention to oral/written textual requirements: 

sentence structure; vocabulary; spelling; punctuation; grammar  

¶ Clarity, appropriateness and effectiveness in terms of persuasive/ 

analytical/ reflective communication   

¶ Clarity, consistency and appropriateness of academic written/oral 

conventions: quoting; paraphrasing; citing sources/information; and the 

reference list 

¶ Adheres to word length: inclusive of reference list; within 10% over/under 

¶ Correct and thorough referencing according to APA 6th edition style guide   

     

GENERAL COMMENTS/RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NEXT TIME 

 

Please see detailed comments on Turnitin 

       

Lecturer        Date 

Recommended:  /20   (FL   PS   CR   DN    HD)  Weighting: 55% 

NB: The ticks in the various boxes are designed to provide feedback to students; they are not given equal weight in determining the 

recommended grade. Depending on the nature of the assessment �i 
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