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https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Workload

150 hours including class contact hours, readings, class preparation, assessment, follow up activities,
etc.

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Education

An introduction to the study of Educational Psychology which examines some aspects of development
and of learning and instruction. Topics include: cognitive development, development of memory, the role
of knowledge, problem solving and thinking, an introduction to instructional methods.

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to

1. Gain an understanding of the concepts, principles and perspectives of Educational Psychology
2. Gain knowledge about the structure and workings of human memory
3. Gain an understanding of how knowledge is constructed and its relation with memory
4. Gain knowledge of the implications of the human memory system for teaching and instructional

design.
5. Gain an understanding of how expertise develops and differences between experts and novices
6. Gain knowledge of cognitive development
7. Gain knowledge of the higher order processes associated with creativity and critical thinking
8. Gain knowledge of the work of prominent educational psychologists

Teaching Strategies 

 Rationale for the inclusion of content and teaching approach

 EDST1101 places a large emphasis on the role played by memory processes in effective learning and
teaching. The teaching in this course is based on an active learning philosophy.

 

 Teaching strategies

Student--â??centered activities will form the basis of the course, which will draw on the prior knowledge
of the students and allow engagement in relevant and challenging experiences. The lectures are
designed to be supportive and friendly, and include meaningful realistic learning tasks, as well as
promote independent and collaborative study and enquiry.  Teaching strategies used during the course
will include:

small group learning to understand the importance of teamwork in an educational context and to
demonstrate the use of group structures as appropriate to address teaching and learning goals;

 explicit teaching including lectures and a range of teaching strategies to foster interest and support
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learning;

 structured occasions for reflection on learning to allow students to reflect critically on  issues discussed;

 extensive opportunities for whole group and small group dialogue and discussion, allowing students the
opportunity to demonstrate their capacity to communicate

 These activities will occur in a climate  that is supportive  and inclusive  of all  learners.
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Australian Professional Graduate Teaching Standards

Standard Description

1.1.1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of physical, social and intellectual
development and characteristics of students and how these may affect learning.

1.2.1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of research into how students learn and
the implications for teaching.

1.5.1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of strategies for differentiating teaching to
meet the specific learning needs of students across the full range of abilities.

2.1.1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the concepts, substance and structure
of the content and teaching strategies of the teaching area.

2.6.1 Implement teaching strategies for using ICT to expand curriculum learning
opportunities for students.

3.3.1 Include a range of teaching strategies.

4.5.1 Demonstrate an understanding of the relevant issues and the strategies available to
support the safe, responsible and ethical use of ICT in learning and teaching.

National Priority Area Elaborations

Priority Areas Elaborations

A - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education

B - Classroom Management 1,2



Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment
task

Weight Student
Learning

Outcomes
Assessed

AITSL Professional
Graduate Teaching

Standards Assessed

National Priority
Area

Elaborations

Due
Date

Test 1 15 1,2,3 1.1.1,1.5.1,2.1.1,2.6.1 B: 1,2
C: 3,4,5,12

D: 5,7
E: 1

23/08/2
018

05:00
PM

Tutorial
Presentation

20 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,
8

1.2.1,4.5.1 B: 1,2
C: 3,4,5,12

D: 5,7
E: 1
F: 7

Not App
licable

Essay 40 1,2,3,4,5,6 1.1.1,2.1.1,1.5.1,2.1.1,2.6.1,
3.3.1

05/10/2
018

05:00
PM

Test 2 25 4,5,6,7,8 1.1.1,1.2.1,1.5.1,2.1.1,3.3.1 B: 1,2
C: 3,4,5,12

D: 5

Week
13

Tutorial
12 (24
or 25

October
)

Please refer to Australian Professional Standards for Teachers and National Priority Area Elaborations
on the previous pages

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Test 1

Start date: 

Details: Task 1 - Multiple choice test - 20 minutesStudents will receive feedback within three weeks of
submission.

Additional details:

Test 1 is based on the content of Lectures 1.1- 4.2 (first 4 weeks)

Submission notes:In-class test during Lecture 5.2 (Week 5)

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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Assessment 2: Tutorial Presentation

Start date: Not Applicable

Details: Task 3 - Tutorial presentation - 7 minutes plus 300-word summaryStudents will receive written
feedback within three weeks of submission.

Additional details:

1.     7 min/student group presentation on a particular topic, which will be assigned in the first
tutorial (see the course’s outline on Moodle site for details of the topics). The presentations
should be focused on implications for teaching. The use of ICT (PowerPoint etc.) is encouraged.

2.     Around 300-word summary of the presentation (an abstract) should be provided to the tutor
prior to the talk (emailed or printed).

 

(Presentations are mandatory. Once tutorial presentation week and topic has been allocated, no
changing of topic or week of presentation is permissible. A tutorial presentation cannot be delayed to



2. Using your own detailed example(s), explain how an understanding of this topic can positively
influence instruction in a classroom.

 

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 4: Test 2

Start date: 

Details: Task 2 - Multiple choice and short answer test - 40 minutesStudents will receive feedback within
three weeks of submission.

Additional details:

Test 2 is based on the content of Lectures 5.1- 12.2 (last 8 weeks). In addition to a multiple-choice
section, this test involves a short-answer question that requires very brief descriptions (2-3 sentences) of
the main ideas/concepts underlying specific topics (5 items).

Submission notes:In-class test during Tutorial 12 (Week 13)

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION RUBRIC/FEEDBACK SHEET 

EDST1101
Assessment Task: Test 1

Specific Criteria   (-)—————————>(+)

Understand of the question or issue and the key concepts
involved

Depth of anaysis and/or critque in response to the task

Familiarity with and relevnce of professional and/or research
literature used to support response

Structure and organization of response

Presentation of response according to appropriate academic and
linguistic conventions

General comments/recommendations for next time: 

Lecturer
Recommended:    /20 (FL PS CR DN HD) weighting : 20%
  NB: this ticks in the various boxes and designed to provide feedback to students; they are not given
equal weight in determining the recommended grade. Depending on the nature of the assessment task,
lecturers may also contextualize and/or amend these specific criteria.  The recommended grade is
tentative only, submject to standardisation processes and approval by the School of Education
Learning and Teaching Committee.
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Lecturer
Recommended:    /20 (FL PS CR DN HD) weighting : 20%
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UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION RUBRIC/FEEDBACK SHEET 

EDST1101
Assessment Task: Test 2

Specific Criteria   (-)—————————>(+)

Understand of the question or issue and the key concepts
involved

Depth of anaysis and/or critque in response to the task

Familiarity with and relevnce of professional and/or research
literature used to support response

Structure and organization of response

Presentation of response according to appropriate academic and
linguistic conventions

General comments/recommendations for next time: 

Lecturer
Recommended:    /20 (FL PS CR DN HD) weighting : 20%
  NB: this ticks in the various boxes and designed to provide feedback to students; they are not given
equal weight in determining the recommended grade. Depending on the nature of the assessment task,
lecturers may also contextualize and/or amend these specific criteria.  The recommended grade is
tentative only, submject to standardisation processes and approval by the School of Education
Learning and Teaching Committee.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are expected to put their names and student numbers on every page of their assignments.

Turnitin Submission

mailto:externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration
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1. Describe key aspects and principles of
cognitive load theory

2. Provide examples of instructional
approaches to reducing learner cognitive
load

3. Describe techniques for improving
effectiveness of multimedia presentations 

Week 8: 10 September -



1. Discuss different strategies for encoding
simple information

2. Explain the role of activating prior
knowledge in encoding 

3. Discuss the process of encoding in relation
to the concept of levels of processing

Break: 24 September -
30 September
Week 10: 1 October - 7
October

Lecture 4 October

 

10.1  Knowledge acquisition and  expertise

 

10.2 Creativity and critical thinking            

 

Readings Chapter 8, see Moodle
Tutorial Tutorial 9 Retrieval

1. Describe the processes of recognition and
recall

2. Discuss the concept of encoding specificity
Essay requirements: Q&A

Essay due 5 October, 5 pm
Week 11: 8 October - 14
October

Lecture 11 October

 

11.1 Meta-cognition

 

11.2 Prominent educational psychology theories:
Evolutionary educational psychology

 

Readings Chapter 4, 10, see Moodle
Tutorial Tutorial 10 Problem solving and expertise

1. Describe different approaches to problem
solving

2. Discuss the research on expert-novice
differences in problem solving

3. Discuss the role of deliberate practice in
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