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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Andy Gao xuesong.gao@unsw.edu.au 2-4pm Wednesdays 114 Goodsell

Building
93853726

School Contact Information

School of Education
Arts and Social Sciences
Level 1, John Goodsell Building (F20)

T: +61 (2) 9385 1977
E: education@unsw.edu.au
W: education.arts.unsw.edu.au

Attendance Requirements

Additional School of Education attendance requirements

It is expected that any student enrolled in an EDST course with the School of Education will make a
commitment to their learning and attend all classes in full where content is delivered in a face-to-face
mode except in certain circumstances where absence is due to illness, misadventure or unforeseen
circumstances beyond the student’s control.  A minimum attendance requirement of 80% is required for
each course.  In certain circumstances, a student may miss up to 20% of a course without formal
application and up to 33% of a course with formal documentation (sent via email to course convenor)
providing all the requirements detailed below are met.  Students not meeting the attendance
requirements outlined above will be awarded an Unsatisfactory Fail (UF) for that course regardless of
their performance in the assessment tasks or other requirements for the course.

For further information on Education course attendance requirements, please refer to the respective
EDST Moodle module(s).

Academic Information 
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Workload

150 hours including class contact hours, readings, class preparation, assessment, follow up activities,
etc.

Summary of the Course

In this course, you will update and deepen your skills as a language and literacy teacher in the following
areas: the nature of language as a phenomenon; language form, meaning and use; language analysis at
sentence and supra-sentential levels, oracy and literacy and differences and similarities between spoken
and written forms of language; first and second language acquisition and implications for teaching; an
overview of the structural grammar of English, focusing on the verb phrase (tense and aspect), modality,
and cohesion; scholarship of teacher language awareness.

You will be introduced to these ideas through a variety of texts and activity types and referring to a range
of recent and seminal scholarly and practitioner voices within the literature in this area. 

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to

1. Identify, describe and critique the principles and issues impacting first and second language
learning and implications for teaching.

2. Explain the nature of spoken and written language.
3. Analyse and discuss structural considerations in the English language.
4. Evaluate and critique contemporary research on teacher language awareness.

Teaching Strategies 

Teaching strategies

 Students learn best when they are engaged and given an appropriate level of challenge; when their
prior experience and knowledge is valued and built upon; when they are expected to take responsibility
for their own learning; and when they work collaboratively with their peers.
Thus, teaching strategies used during the course will include:

Weekly face to face contact sessions
Small group cooperative learning to address teaching learning goals;
Structures occasions for students to reflect critically on and improve teaching practice;
Plenary discussions around core issues and debates;
Extensive opportunities for whole group and small group dialogue and discussion. allowing
students the opportunity to demonstrate their capacity to communicate and liaise with the diverse
members of an education community, and to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of
content;
Online learning from required and recommended readings

These activities will occur in a classroom climate that is supporting and inclusive of all learners.
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Rationale
The content of the course provides an overview of the major research and practical issues relevant to
teacher language awareness.  This course introduces students to the issues and topics listed above for
the purposes of second language teaching in a variety of settings.  The teaching approach will actively
engage students as they discuss these issues and apply them to teaching contexts with which they are
familiar.
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Australian Professional Graduate Teaching Standards

Standard Description

1.1.2 Use teaching strategies based on knowledge of students' physical, social and



Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Student Learning
Outcomes
Assessed

AITSL Professional Graduate
Teaching Standards Assessed

Due
Date

Literature review 40% 2,4 1.1.2,1.2.3,1.3.2 29/08/2
018

05:00
PM

Case study of an
English language
learner 

60% 1,2,3,4 1.1.2,1.2.3,1.3.2 01/11/2
018

05:00
PM

Please refer to Australian Professional Standards for Teachers on the previous page

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Literature review

Start date: 

Details: Conduct and document an in-depth review of the literature on the nature of learner language
and second language acquisition.2500 words.Students will receive feedback within 10 business days of
submission.

Additional details:

This assignment asks you to write a concise, informed and critical literature review in which you will

develop your analytical and research skills as well as a much deeper understanding of a particular
aspect of the nature of learner language and second language acquisition than is possible in class.  The
review consists of a concise, informed and critical report of the results, based on existing SLA research,
of your investigation into a particular issue or question in second language learning which affects the
education of students for whom English is a second or additional language. Examples of potential issues
include:

What is the best age for schooling in English language to commence for students learning in and
through English as a second or additional language? 
Is interaction with ‘native’ speakers necessary for effective English language learning?
How much focus on form is necessary for effective English language learning?
To what extent is peer interaction/ groupwork necessary for second language acquisition?
How can we improve student motivation for English language learning?
What should be the policy on code-switching or translanguaging  in the English-medium
classroom?
How can a teacher adjust his or her feedback to enhance English language learning?



What are the main social and cultural factors which facilitate or inhibit the learning of English?

 

The report should be divided into three sections:

Section 1: an introduction which describes the specific problem, outlines its importance, defines its key
terms, and explains why it is an issue in your educational context and internationally (300 words)

Section 2: a succinct, informed and critical review of the relevant SLA literature relating to th0〰朴椀甴ㄶ㜱渲㘮㔹〵㜰⁔搠嬨 ⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㈀漀戀氀攀浇ੂ吠⽆㈀漀戀氀攀浇ੂ吠⽆㈀漀戀氀攀浇ੂ吠⽆㈀漀戀氀攀浇ੂ吠⽆㈀漀戀氀攀浇ੂ吠⽆㈀漀戀氀攊䉔 䘲‶㌰⸮㘶〰び挶⁅吊〮ごਰ⸰吊�漀爀搀猀⤀



Part 3. Analysis of Data

1.    Discourse Analysis
2.    Lexical Analysis
3.    Syntactic Analysis
4.    Phonological Analysis
5.    Orthographic Analysis

Part 4. Conclusions and Recommendations for Teaching.

More details will be provided in the first session of the course. 

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION RUBRIC/FEEDBACK SHEET 

EDST5150
Assessment Task: Literature review

Specific Criteria   (-)—————————>(+)

Understand of the question or issue and the key concepts
involved

understanding of key terms and scope of the focus



Specific Criteria   (-)—————————>(+)





Specific Criteria   (-)—————————>(+)



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are expected to put their names and student numbers on every page of their assignments.

Turnitin Submission

mailto:externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration


http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/


understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW.
(http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise)
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Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 23 July - 29 July Lecture Language learning and learning in and through

a second language language 

Definitions: Language vs literacy.  The first vs
second/bilingual language learner.  The language
learning task. The nature of language.  Language
and communication.  Text and context.  Forms and
meanings.  Different concepts of “grammar”. 
Traditional vs functional “grammar”. Phonological,
lexical, syntactic and discourse systems.  The
spelling system.  The punctuation system. . 
Changing views of “competence”. 

Readings: Emmitt, M., Zbaracki, M., Komesaroff,
L. and Pollock, J. (2014), Chpts 1-2.

Week 2: 30 July - 5
August

Lecture The nature of spoken and written language

Spoken vs written language. Differences between
spoken and written texts.  The relationship between
spoken and written communication.  Orthography,
script and layout. Non-Latin scripts.  Language
variation.  Language shift and language change.

Readings: Emmitt, M., Zbaracki, M., Komesaroff,
L. and Pollock, J. (2014), Chpts 3, 8

Week 3: 6 August - 12
August

Lecture The nature of first and second language
development

First and second language acquisition.  Acquisition
vs development.  Different theoretical views of
development.  Stages in acquisition.  The
acquisition of spoken and written languages.  The
literacy vs language learner:  Similarities and
differences. Pre-literacy.  Bi-literacy.   Other factors
affecting first and second language acquisition. 

Readings: 

Emmitt, M., Zbaracki, M., Komesaroff, L. and
Pollock, J. (2014), Chpts 9-11

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2018/EDST5150.html




Emmitt, M., Zbaracki, M., Komesaroff, L. and
Pollock, J. (2014), Chpts 4, 7

Additional readings

Brown, G.  Listening to Spoken English 
Longman, 1977

Kenworthy, J.  Teaching English Pronunciation 
Longman, 1987



Aspect. Mood. Voice. The acquisition of the verb
phrase.  The structure of clauses.  Types of
clauses.  Dependant clauses. 

Readings:

Emmitt, M., Zbaracki, M., Komesaroff, L. and
Pollock, J. (2014), Chpts 6

Additional readings

Gairns, R. & Redman, S.  Working with Words 
CUP, 1986

Droga L., & Humphrey, S. (2003). Grammar and





Pollock, J. (2014), Chpts 5

Additional readings

Paltridge, B. (2006). Discourse Analysis, Chapter 6
(Discourse Grammar). London: Continuum.

 

Painter, C. (2001). Understanding genre and
register: implications for language teaching
(chapter 10), in Burns, A., & Coffin, C. (Eds) (2001).
Analysing English in a global context: A reader.
London, UK: Routledge.

Droga L., & Humphrey, S. (2003). Grammar and
Meaning: An introduction for primary
teachers. Chapter 6, Creating well-organized and
cohesive texts (pp. 85-109). Berry, Australia: Target
texts.

Larsen-Freeman, D. (2003). Chapter 7: The
grammar of discourse. In Teaching language: From
grammar to grammaring. Boston: Thomson Heinle.

Celce-Murcia, M., & E. Olshtain. (2001). Ch1:
Introduction to Discourse Analysis AND Ch2
Pragmatics in Discourse Analysis. In Discourse and
Context in Language Teaching: A Guide for
Language Teachers. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Thornbury, S. (2005). Beyond the sentence.
Macmillan: Oxford, UK.

Week 12: 15 October -
21 October

Lecture Teacher language awareness

 Teacher language awareness and teaching.
Language awareness and professional
development

 

Assessment No. 2 due 1st November, 5 pm

Reading

Andrews, S (2001).  The language awareness of
the L2 teacher: Its impact upon pedagogical
practice. Language Awareness 10(2): 75-90.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Emmitt, M., Zbaracki, M., Komesaroff, L. and Pollock, J. (2014). Language and learning: An
introduction for teaching. (6th Edtion). Melbourne: OUP.

 

Additional books:

Lightbown, P. M. and Spada, N. (2013). How languages are learned (fourth edition). Oxford UK:
OUP

Ellis, R. (2015). Understanding second language acquisition. Oxford UK: OUP.

Recommended Resources

Aitken, R. (2002). Teaching tenses: ideas for presenting and practicing tenses in English. Brighton,
England: ELB Publishing, 2002.

Batstone, R. (1994). Grammar. Oxford University Press: Oxford.

Burns, A., & Coffin, C. (Eds) (2001). Analysing English in a global context: A reader. London, UK:
Routledge. 

Butt, D., Fahey, R., Feez, S., Spinks, S., & Yallop, C. (2000). Using functional grammar: An explorer’s
guide.
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