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5. TEACHING STRATEGIES 

 

This course will be taught with a strong emphasis on student participation. Students will be 

provided with online material and references to research journals which they will be expected to 

read prior to each session. Students will have the opportunity of sharing their ideas with each 

other in an online discussion group. Various activities, e.g., giving feedback in pairs and triads, 

small group discussions and other practical activities will engage students and enable a deeper 

understanding of the related issues. 

 

6. COURSE CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

This course is delivered via four intensive seminars over four days. 

Module  Lecture Topic 

Day 1   

 

In this introductory day of our course, we will discuss the overall aims of the course 
and how it aims to help you with your thesis writing and other types of research 
writing. The session will focus specifically on factors that can affect thesis writing, 
thesis structure, and writing the Introduction. I will introduce the four questions 



   

7. RESOURCES 

Recommended Resources 

Evans, D., Gruba, P., & Zobel, J. (2011 (3rd edition).  How to write a better thesis.  Melbourne, 

Australia: Melbourne University Press. - There are several editions of this book. 

Murray, R. (2017). How to write a thesis. (4th edition). Maidenhead, England: Open University Press.  

There are several earlier editions of this book which are very helpful too. 

Paltridge, B., & Starfield, S. (2007). Thesis and dissertation writing in a second language. London: 

Routledge.  

Paltridge, B., & Starfield, S. (2020). Thesis and dissertation writing in a second language: A handbook 
for students and their supervisors. 2nd edition. London: Routledge.  This book provides details of many 
other resources that support thesis writing. 
 

8. ASSESSMENT  

 

Assessment Task Length Weight 

Student 

Learning 

Outcomes 

Assessed 

Program 

Learning 

Outcomes 

Assessed 

Date due 

Assessment task 1: 

Analysing 

organisational patterns 

of PhD theses 

2000 words 30% 1-3 1-3 
Friday 15th January 

by 5pm 

Assessment task 2: 

PhD thesis chapter 

analysis and 

discussion 

4000 words 70% 1-3 1-3 
Monday 1st 

February by 5pm 

 

Submission of assessments 

Students are required to follow their lecturer’s instructions when submitting their work for 
assessment. All assessment will be submitted online via Moodle by 5pm. Students are also 
required to keep all drafts, original data and other evidence of the authenticity of the work for 
at least one year after examination. If an assessment is mislaid the student is responsible 
for providing a further copy. Please see the Student Policies and Procedures for information 
regarding submission, extensions, special consideration, late penalties and hurdle 
requirements etc. https://education.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/courses/course-outlines/  
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Assessment Details 

Assessment Task 1: Analysing organisational patterns of PhD theses 

 

Analysing the macrostructures and organisational patterns of three PhD theses. 

 

The assessment aims to raise your awareness of the ways in which thesis writers in the social 

sciences and humanities structure and organise their theses. You will need to select three recently 

submitted Australian PhD or master’s theses from the Trove

https://trove.nla.gov.au/
https://www.unsworks.unsw.edu.au/primo-explore/search?vid=UNSWORKS
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Student Name:   Student No: 

Assessment Task 2: Thesis chapter analysis and discussion

                 

SPECIFIC CRITERIA (-)                                (+) 

Understanding of the question or issue and the key concepts involved 

¶ Addresses the question/issue 

¶ Understanding of the question/issue 

¶ Understanding of relationship to relevant theory, research and practice 

¶ Information presented is relevant  

¶ Understanding of the complexities and interrelationships involved 

     

Depth of analysis and/or critique in response to the task 

¶ Depth of analysis 

¶ Well-reasoned arguments 

¶ Sound analysis of problem 

     

Familiarity with and relevance of professional and/or research literature used 
to support response 

¶ Appropriate research references to support responses 

¶ Sound range of research references 

     

Structure and organisation of the response  

¶ Appropriate nature of structural organisation 

¶ Logical and coherent structure 

¶ Clear presentation of ideas to enhance intelligibility  
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