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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone

Karen Maras k.maras@unsw.edu.au By appointment.
Please email.

Morven
Brown G21

mailto:k.maras@unsw.edu.au


Acknowledgement of Country

UNSW Arts, Design and Architecture Kensington and Paddington campuses are built on Aboriginal
Lands. We pay our respects to the Bidjigal and Gadigal peoples who are the Custodians of these lands.
We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, the First Australians, whose lands,
winds and waters we all now share, and pay respect to their unique values, and their continuing and
enduring cultures which deepen and enrich the life of our nation and communities.  

 

 

  Image courtesy of the Office of the Pro Vice-Chancellor Indigenous UNSW's Indigenous strategy
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Course Details

Units of Credit 6 

Workload

150 hours including class contact hours, readings, class preparation, assessment, follow up activities,
etc.

Summary of the Course

In this course, you will examine how the policies and practices of today connect with historical contexts,
traditions, ideologies and beliefs about curriculum and assessment and how future developments are
shaped by events and decisions taken in the past. The course covers key issues, policies and events
that have shaped reform agendas in the development of curriculum and assessment in New South
Wales and Australia on a national level and will consider how these compare to developments
internationally. You will be given the opportunity to research, analyse and discuss issues in curriculum
and assessment of interest to you.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Critically review theory and research in the academic literature to enhance understanding  of the
relationships between curriculum, assessment and reporting.

2. Examine key issues and events that have informed curriculum and assessment change in local,
national and international contexts

3.



Rationale: The content of the course provides an overview of curriculum theory and practice. It
considers different models of curriculum and general theory of assessment and helps students to
understand the historical context and how the policies and practices of today and the future are shaped
by events and decisions taken in the past. The teaching approach attempts to actively engage students
as they discuss current theory and practice, and learn new information and skills. Students will have the
opportunity to investigate a curriculum or assessment issue of their choosing.



Assessment

Assessment task Weight Due Date Course Learning
Outcomes Assessed

1. Reflection paper 40% 03/11/2022 05:00 PM 1, 3

2. Analytical paper and
presentation

60% 04/04/2022 05:00 PM 1, 2, 3

Assessment 1: Reflection paper

Start date: 07/02/2022 12:00 AM
Submission notes: Turnitin
Due date: 03/11/2022 05:00 PM

Task 1 - Written reflection on teaching experience in contemporary education contexts. 

Length: 2000 words

Qualitative and quantitative feedback within 10 days of submission.









RUBRIC/FEEDBACK SHEET
EDST5114 CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT
UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Assessment Task 1: Reflection paper

Specific Criteria   (-)—————————>(+)

Understanding of the question or issue and the key concepts
involved

Clarity of the description of the ideology

Understanding of key terms and concepts 

Depth of analysis and critique in response to the task

Relevance and use of examples drawn from your own
curriculum experience (as a teacher and/or a learner).  

Analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the ideologies and
how they may extend, challenge or contradict views on what is
good curriculum.

Familiarity with and relevance of professional and/or research
literature used to support response

Appropriate use of relevant readings to support/extend your
arguments

Structure and organisation of response

Logical and coherent structure

Clear presentation of ideas

Presentation of response according to appropriate academic and
linguistic conventions

Clarity, consistency and appropriateness of conventions for
quoting, paraphrasing, attributing sources of information, and
listing references



Specific Criteria   (-)—————————>(+)



RUBRIC/FEEDBACK SHEET
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Assessment Task 2: Analytical paper and presentation

Specific Criteria   (-)—————————>(+)

Understanding of the question or issue and the key concepts
involved

Clarity and significance of the issue and its relevance to
relevant areas of theory, research and practice

Depth of analysis and critique in response to the task漀渀 漀爀 椀猀猀甀攀 愀渀搀 琀栀攀 欀攀礀 挀漀渀挀攀瀀琀猀

Aitique io the task漀渀 漀爀 椀猀猀甀攀 愀渀搀 琀栀攀 欀攀礀 挀漀渀挀攀瀀琀猀



Specific Criteria   (-)—————————>(+)



https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/SED%20Guidelines%20on%20Assessment%20Policy%20and%20Procedures_V1%202021.pdf
http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2022/EDST5114.html


Week 10: 18 April - 22
April

Presentation
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Resources

Recommended Resources

Schiro, M., (2012). Curriculum Theory: Conflicting Visions and Enduring Concerns (2nd ed.)., Sage,
see https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/curriculum-theory/book234465

Other key readings and resources will be provided on the course’s Moodle site.

Course Evaluation and Development

The course has been adjusted to better address the role of curriculum and assessment practice and
theory in Higher Education. Great emphasis will be placed on how general theories of curriculum &
assessment apply to the HE sector.

Target readings will be identified each week in order that students can better manage their workload.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: Using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This includes copying materials, ideas or concepts from a book, article,

https://student.unsw.edu.au/skills
https://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise
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