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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: History

The course explores the history of Rome's first dynasty and how it managed the transition from republic
to monarchy. The Roman Emperors 



Assessment

This course provides a unique opportunity to immerse oneself into the world of the Caesars. Students
are encouraged to delve into the lives of individual emperors and imperial women, whilst at the same
time relating their intimate stories to the changing nature of the Roman power structure. To help us attain
a sense of what life was like in the imperial Roman family, we will watch and analyse selections of
television and film dramas about the Julio-Claudians, particularly the BBC television adaptation of Robert
Graves' 'I Claudius'. At least one of the questions in the class test will be on 'I Claudius'.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed



Start date: Not Applicable

Details: Each student will complete one in-class presentation over the course of the semester. The
presentation will be strictly no longer than 10 minutes in length. The presentation will be assessed on the
quality of its content, and the amount of research that went into its preparation. Each student will supply
a guide to the presentation, between 750-1000 words, for each fellow student. It will stipulate the main
points and include a bibliography.Written feedback and mark will be provided.

Additional details:

This assessment comes in two parts. The first is the presentation. Each student is required to give an
oral presentation. You will be asked to nominate your three favourite topics and you will be then b
allocated one of them. Your presentation will then reflect on of the questions on the topic provided by the
covenor in teh tutorial guide. You will speak for 5 minutes before the class and answer any questions
from your audience. You will only be marked on substance: that means you do not need to worry about
your speaking voice, delivery or the quality of your powerpoint (if you choose touse one). This
assignment is worth 20 out of 30.

The second part is a handout that requires you to appraise a primary document (e.g. a passage from
Tacitus or Suetonius, an epigraph) that relates to your presentation topic. This is worth 10 out of 30.
More detail about this assignment will be discussed in the first class.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Suetonius, The Twelve Caesars, Penguin Books

Tacitus, The Annals, Penguin Books

Recommended Resources

H.H. Scullard, From the Gracchi to Nero, Routledge, any edition

Peter Garnsey and Richard Saller, The Roman Empire, Bloomsbury, 2nd ed

Martin Goodman, The Roman World 44 BC - AD 180, Routledge, 2nd edition

Colin Wells, The Roman Empire, Fontana, 2nd edition

Tom Holland, Dynasty, Doubleday

 

Course Evaluation and Development

Students who wish to get some sense of how they are faring in the course might ask to do one of the
early presentation topics for early feedback. If you choose one of the late topics but need fedback much
earlier, please see the convenor. Send him a sample of any of your written work beforehand and
schedule an appointment for some feedback.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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