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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

'Australia’s Asian Context' introduces you to transdisciplinary ways of examining modern Australia's
relationship with the Asian region. It examines the conflicting perceptions, images and responses that
Australians have towards their region and the various events that have impacted upon them. Materials
examined include historical documents, literature, art, blogs, cartoons, documentaries, movies as well as
academic books and articles. Topics covered include: Asia and the formation of Australian identities, the
rise of Asia and Australia’s shifting strategic relationships, the impact of Asian migration and
multiculturalism, Asian-Australians' experiences, educating about and for the Asian Century, military
engagement in Asia, tourism to Asia, economic ties with Asia, and cultural integration with our region.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Demonstrate a broad, cross-cultural knowledge of Asia 
2. Identify key themes, debates and concepts in Asian Studies
3. Construct arguments using interdisciplinary sources and methods in written and/or verbal form
4. Explain the diversity of Australian responses to Asian societies as they have developed through

time

Teaching Strategies 

The course is taught through weekly lectures and tutorials. In lectures, students learn the core
arguments and debates about specific issues in Australia's engagement in the Asian region. In tutorials,
students engage with these debates informed by post-lecture materials drawn from a variety of different
media and genres.
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Choose one standard referencing and bibliographic style and apply it consistently throughout the essay.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 3: Online multi-choice test

Start date: 13/11/2020 01:00 PM

Length: 50 minutes

Details:

There will be one online multichoice test to unseen questions drawn from the course readings and
lectures.

Feedback: Individual Score

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
O Week: 8 September - 9
September

Lecture From Fear to Opportunity

Content: 

Introduction to Course Aims
Is Australia an Asian nation?

Pre-lecture activities

Watch the video on Moodle outlining the
course aims and assessment items (20
mins) and 'Tutorial Reading Guide' Video
(20 mins)



Pre-lecture viewing



Where You Came From, Chapter 1, pp.
1-44.





lLJw And watch any of her Community
Channel videos on Youtube







Exposing Protection of Pedophiles within
the Arts Elite (2015)



Review, 19.1 (2012), pp. 37-61.
Angela Chen, ‘The Serious Subtext of
Japan’s “Cute” Culture, JSTOR, July 14
2016. https://daily.jstor.org/the-serious-
subtext-of-japans-cute-culture/

Key Questions:

Does economic power equate to cultural
and political influence?
What are the links between politics, culture
and economics?
What is cultural power and how does it
work?

Week 10: 16 November -
20 November

Lecture Rising Asia and the implications for Australia

Content:





Resources

Prescribed Resources 

There is no set textbook for this course. All required reading is available on Leganto or on Moodle links.

Recommended Resources

Brawley, Sean. The White Peril: Foreign Relations and Asian Immigration to Australasia and North
America, 1919-1978, UNSW Press, Sydney, 1995.

Betts, Katherine. Ideology and Immigration, MUP, Melbourne, 1988.

Broinowski, Alison (ed.). Double Vision: Asian Accounts of Australia, Pandanus Books, Canberra, 2004.

Broinowski, Alison. The Yellow Lady: Australian Impressions of Asia, OUP, London, 1992.

Burke, Anthony. In Fear of Security: Australia’s Invasion Anxiety, Pluto Press, Sydney

Byrnes, Michael. Australia and the Asia Game, Allen and Unwin, Sydney, 1994.

Fitzgerald, John. Big White Lie: Chinese Australians in White Australia. UNSW Press, Sydney, 2007.

Fitzgerald, Stephen. Is Australia an Asian Country?, Allen and Unwin, Sydney, 1997.

Fraser, Malcolm Dangerous Allies, MUP, Melbourne 2013.

Frei, H.P. Japan’s Southward Advance and Australia from the Sixteenth Century to World War 2, MUP,
Melbourne, 1991.

Gerster, Robin. Hotel Asia: Australian Literary Travelling to the ‘East’, Penguin, Melbourne, 1995
Goldsworthy, David (ed). Facing North: A century of Australian Engagement with Asia, MUP, Carlton

South, Victoria, 2001-2003.

Hage, Ghassan. White Nation: Fantasies of White Supremacy in a Multicultural Society, Pluto Press,



Pung, Alice (ed). Growing Up Asian in Australia, Black Inc., Melbourne, 2008.
Rolls, Eric. Sojourners: The Epic Story of China’s Centuries-old Relationship with Australia, UQP:

Brisbane, 1992.

Said, Edward. Orientalism: Western Conceptions of the Orient. Penguin, London, 1978.

Sobocinska, Agnieszka/ Visiting the Neighbours: Australians in Asia, New South, Sydney, 2014.

Tavan, Gwenda. The Long, Slow Death of White Australia, Scribe, Melbourne, 2005.

Torney-Parlicki, Prue. Somewhere in Asia: War, Journalism and Australia’s Neighbours
1941-1975. UNSW Press, Sydney, 2000.

Walker, David & Sobocinska, Agnieszka (eds). Australia’s Asia: From the Yellow Peril to Asian Century.
UWA Publishing, Crawley, WA, 2012.

Walker, David. Anxious Nation: Australia and the Rise of Asia, 1850-1939, UQP, St Lucia, 1999; UWA
Publishing, Crawley, 2012.

Wesley, Michael. There goes the Neighbourhood. New South, Sydney, 2011.

Wesley, Michael. Restless Continent: Wealth, Rivalry and Asia's New Geopolitics. Black Inc., 2015.

White, Hugh. The China Choice: Why American Should Share Power. Black Inc, Melbourne, 2012.

Websites: Asia Education Foundation; The Diplomat; The Conversation, Asian Currents, The Interpreter,
APPS Policy Forum

Course Evaluation and Development

This course is evaluated using myExperience survey operated by UNSW. Links will appear on Moodle
when the evaluation period is open. For information on how the course was altered in response to
previous surveys, see the relevant section on Moodle.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;

http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

