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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Daniel Fleming d.fleming@unsw.edu.au Email to arrange an

appointment

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

mailto:hal@unsw.edu.au


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

The election of Donald Trump to the United States presidency highlights gaping rifts in the society and
politics of the contemporary United States. Decades of increasing inequality, globalisation and cultural
conflict between religious conservatives, libertarians and what Americans call 'liberals' have left
American politics and society more divided than it has been for half a century. At the same time, the
United States remains the world's greatest power, exercising an enormous say in global governance,
from economics to the environment. This course explores key elements in the making of Trump's
America. Focusing particularly on the peculiar 20th-century US histories of class, race, religion and
global engagement, you will learn how the world's oldest liberal democracy has become such a vital and
fraught force in the contemporary world.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Analyse key ideas, events, people, and developments in relation to modern American history.
2. Evaluate relevant historiography and related scholarly literature.
3. Explain historical questions using evidence-based arguments based on independently located

primary and secondary sources.
4. Communicate ideas through writing and oral presentation.

Teaching Strategies 

The teaching format of this course includes lectures and tutorials. This course employs a teaching
strategy that uses current affairs as a constant touchstone to help students to use history to understand
the present. This approach also teaches you to use historical information to engage critically with
government spin, media bias, and popular stereotyping. The activities in the course are built around
active participation and engagement through a range of individual and group-based activities.





standards of assessment based on: understanding of the topic; use of historiography; strength of
research; strength of argument; written expression; referencing; and presentation.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 3: At-home final examination

Start date: Formal Exam Period

Length: 1,000 words

Details:

1,000 words. Students will answer one test question that will be based on the one of the main themes of
the course that has been analysed in readings, tutorials and lectures.

Students will receive a mark and feedback based on the rubric from Turnitin. The rubric will outline the
standards of assessment based on: understanding of the topic; use of historiography; use of evidence;
strength of argument; written expression; referencing; and presentation.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

This will be made available on Moodle and Leganto.

Recommended Resources

This will be made available on Moodle and Leganto.

Course Evaluation and Development

I welcome your feedback via MyExperience.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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