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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Dr Sally McLaren sally.mclaren@unsw.edu.au via email

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

The course explores modern Japanese History from the imperial restoration of 1868 to after the Pacific
War from an interdisciplinary perspective. It focuses on Japanese cultural, social and gender history. In
it, you will learn about marginalised groups and movements of resistance; the 'new Japanese woman',
café culture and sexwork from the 'roaring twenties'; prewar radical literature; and postwar popular
culture. Political history topics include western-style modernisation and its discontents; nationalism and
the emperor-system ideology; as well as Japan's wars and empire. A central theme is the ambivalent
nature of progress (Japan's modern 'miracles' and their 'down-sides'), and contending representations of
Japan and its place in Asia and the modern world.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Demonstrate knowledge of the history of modern Japan.
2. Analyse modern Japanese history through the lens of gender and feminist scholarship.
3. Construct nuanced arguments about modern Japanese history in written and/ or verbal form. 
4. Explain key debates and concepts in modern Japanese history.
5. Locate and analyse primary and/or secondary material relevant to modern Japanese history
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Major Essay 40% Week 10 1,2,3,4,5

In-Class Test #1 20% Week 4 1,4,5

In-Class Test #2 20% Week 7 1,4,5

In-Class Test #3 20% Week 10 1,4,5

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Major Essay

Start date: Week 10

Details:

For this research essay, you are required to select ONE of the three essay questions that are posted on
Moodle. In your response to the question you must research and critically examine the main concepts
and the core arguments related to the week in which your question was discussed.

Essays will be 2,500 words long, and will be submitted via Turnitin on Moodle. Feedback will be via
rubric and numerical mark.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: In-Class Test #1

Start date: Week 4

Details:

This is the first of three tests and includes 20 multiple choice questions. 

Feedback will take the form of a numerical mark and oral comment.

Additional details:

Covers content from weeks 1, 2, 3. The test will consist of 20 multiple- choice questions based on the
readings, lecture and tutorial content relevant to the weeks being assessed. Your mark will be released
approximately one week after on Moodle, and further feedback will be given in a subsequent tutorial via
a general discussion.
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Assessment 3: In-Class Test #2

Start date: Week 7

Details:

This is the second of three tests and includes 20 multiple choice questions. 

Feedback will take the form of a numerical mark and oral comment.

Additional details:

Covers content from weeks 4, 5, 7. The test will consist of 20 multiple- choice questions based on the
readings, lecture and tutorial content relevant to the weeks being assessed. Your mark will be released
approximately one week after on Moodle, and further feedback will be given in a subsequent tutorial via
a general discussion.

Assessment 4: In-Class Test #3

Start date: Week 10

Details:

This is the third of three tests and includes 20 multiple choice questions. 

Feedback will take the form of a numerical mark and oral comment.

Additional details:

Covers content from weeks 8, 9, 10. The test will consist of 20 multiple- choice questions based on the
readings, lecture and tutorial content relevant to the weeks being assessed. Your mark will be released
approximately one week after on Moodle.
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Course Evaluation and Development

Courses are periodically reviewed and students’ feedback is used to improve them. Feedback is
gathered from students using myExperience. It is encouraged students complete their surveys by
accessing the personalised web link via the Moodle course site.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:
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