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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Professor Nicolas
Rasmussen

N.Rasmussenn@unsw.edu.au TBA Room 314,
Morven Brown

+61 2 9385
2361 no
messages pl

Lecturers

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Dr Paul Munro paul.munro@unsw.edu.au Room 351,

Morven Brown

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

You will have the opportunity to design your own independent research project that will speak to
contemporary debates in the Environmental Humanities.These research projects will use the method of
multi-sited ethnography to ""follow an organism"", or ""follow an issue"", to several different sites in
Sydney. You will situate your subject of study within economic, scientific, and political networks. Field-
sites might include public parks and beaches, scientific laboratories, museums, abandoned lots and
fragmented wildlands, or office spaces like environmental organizations or city councils. Field trips will
introduce you to experts in the field and give you hands-on practice at conducting interviews and taking
field notes. Training in the use of the latest digital equipment, software packages, and on-line tools will
prepare you for future research. We will also discuss specific career opportunities that will open up to
you with a Environmental Humanities major.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Practice the ""arts of noticing"" to identify an understudied environmental phenomena,
endangered species, or ecological community.

2. Conduct original ethnographic research.
3. Situate this ethnographic research within political, economic, and scientific networks by

conducting original bibliographic research in the primary and secondary literature.
4.



Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Course diary 20% 20/11/2020 04:00 PM 3,4

Final Paper 50% 23/11/2020 04:00 PM 1,2,3,4

Fieldnotes and Interview
transcript 

20% 13/11/2020 04:00 PM 0

Project Proposal 10% 02/10/2020 04:00 PM 2,3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Course diary

Start date: Weekly

Length: 1000 words

Details:

A course diary will be submitted by each student, comprised of reflections on course readings and
seminar content. Informal verbal feedback will be given weekly during seminar discussions and written
feedback will be provided. Word limit: 1000 words. 

Additional details:

As your online activity you are required to submit a weekly diary entry via the course Moodle forum each
Monday in weeks 1-5 and 7-9. You will then revise and collate the entries and submit the final course
diary assignment via Turnitin - due date 20 November 2020 at 4.00pm.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 2: Final Paper

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Students will be required to write a final paper integrating all their original research (Limit: 3,500 words).
Written feedback will be provided.

This is the final assessment for attendance purposes.
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Students will be required to prepare a project proposal toward their research project and final paper. This
will include key concepts and authors the project will build on, the organisms, issues, or technologies
that will be the focus of the research and the places that will be visited for your ethnographic study. The





Week 5: 12 October - 16
October

Seminar Ecofeminism; Multispecies eth(n)ography

Discussion of student Course Diary posts on the
week's reading.

Brief presentations, discussions of student
Research Projects

Online Activity  

Course diary - post Monday on Moodle .
Week 6: 19 October - 23
October

Project Flexibility week: no class meeting.

This is an important week to make progress with
your research project, especially the fieldwork
component.

 

 
Week 7: 26 October - 30
October

Seminar Cultural Geography

Discussion of student Course Diary posts on the
week's reading.

Brief presentations, discussions of student
Research Projects

Online Activity Course diary - post Monday on Moodle .
Week 8: 2 November - 6Week 8: 2 November - 6

Brief pr㌰〠眠1ㄴ〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰⁤‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰⁧〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㈹㤮㈳㠰〰‵〱⸷㤰㔹〠呤⁛⠀〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ 崠告⁅吠儊〮〳ㄵ⁊ ㄱ㜰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁪⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁲朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‴㑝⁔䨠䕔⁑ਰ⸴欀䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔㈰⸰〰〰告⁅㘠䕔‸ty

  



Resources

Prescribed Resources 

The required reading for each week will be available on Moodle through the Leganto gateway. 

Recommended Resources

Atkins, P. J. Liquid Materialities: A History of Milk, Science, and the Law. Farnham, Surrey ; Burlington,
VT: Ashgate, 2009.





Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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