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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Matthew Kearnes m.kearnes@unsw.edu.au by appointment MB317 x51010

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Calls for public participation in, and indeed the democratisation of, decision-making have become a
hallmark of contemporary environmental politics, policy, and practice. Many contemporary environmental
issues are characterised by institutional commitments to fostering public engagement and participation in
decision-making together with greater transparency in the deployment of scientific and policy expertise.
However, despite notable successes, such developments often fail to enhance public trust and build
more socially responsive and responsible forms of environmental policy and regulation. Outside these
institutionally sanctioned spaces of formal consultation, new public collectives function to create spaces
of participation that are resistant to processes of political closure and public capture. These insurgent
formations call into question normative commitments to institutional accountability and transparency,
while also enacting novel participatory collectives situated across a multitude of socio-political sites.
While an array of environmental knowledges – both progressive and reactionary – jostle for recognition
and political prominence, in this course you will explore ways in which the work of assembling diverse



Assessment
The major pieces of assessment for IEST5500 will be based around two major case studies that will be
introduced at the beginning of the course. 

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Online Posts 30% Ongoing 1,2

Presentation 20% Not Applicable 1,2,3

Report 50% 27/11/2020 11:00 PM 1,2,3,4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Online Posts

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Participation in an online weekly discussion based around course readings of approximately 200 words
per week (total = 2,000). Written feedback will be provided. 

Assessment 2: Presentation

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Student-directed presentation reflecting on public participation processes (approximately 10 mins).
Online presentation will also be enabled for students studying remotely.  Written feedback will be
provided.

Assessment 3: Report

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 3000 words

Details:

Major piece of original research using a case study focused on public participation in an environmental
issue (approximately 2,500 words). Written feedback with rubric. Final assessment.

Additional details:Additional details:



The Final Report for IEST5500 should be regarded as a major piece of work that entails a significant
body of individual research, in addition to demonstrating your grasp of, and engagement with, course
materials. The object of the report is to enable you to bring together your own ideas and conclusions
from the whole course. In short, we expect you to apply key theoretical ideas about the underlying social,
political and economic processes that shape environmental policy-making in your case study.

 

Specific instructions will be provided via the course Moodle site. 

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.







Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy



Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;

http://www.tcpdf.org
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