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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Regimes of environmental law serve as a ubiquitous background to almost all environment and society
relations and challenges. This course seeks to render these regimes understandable to students from a
variety of backgrounds, exploring a variety of legal vehicles, concepts, and institutions for addressing
human interrelationships with/in their ecosystems. In the process, you will learn about the workings,
opportunities, and limits of different aspects of these regimes to help enable you as effective
environment and society leaders and change-makers. You will explore Australian law as a springboard
for understanding international and transnational approaches to environmental law, with a focus on
emerging legal vehicles for dealing with increasingly “fierce” environmental problems.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Explore and analyse the range of legal approaches and institutions commonly used to govern
environment and society issues

2. Critically evaluate how the law frames, creates, and potentially mitigates social and
environmental challenges

3. Develop an understanding of both openings and barriers to mobilising environmental dimensions
of law and legal institutions in environmental leadership

4. Communicate the opportunities and challenges of legal approaches to environmental problems in
a variety of formats to diverse audiences

5. Exhibit a high level of personal autonomy and accountability in knowledge and skill acquisition
through integrating course concepts into independent scholarly research

Teaching Strategies 

In order to maximise your engagement with environmental law and its workings, teaching in this course
will lead you through semi-structured discussions of the readings, their historical and theoretical
contexts, and their ramifications for human environmental relations. You will be prepared for these semi-
structured discussions by reading and reflecting on the assigned works in advance of each class
meeting. This teaching approach helps you engage, closely read, understand, evaluate, and apply
theoretically rich material to real-world environment and society situations.
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task



Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Online Activity Throughout the term, students will engage in online
reflection activities.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

All readings and other resources to be available to students via course Moodle site.

Recommended Resources

You are expected to make good use of the readings provided for the course, and to read beyond those
materials for your assignments. Independent research is expected.

Course Evaluation and Development

Past experience and student feedback on the UNSW online survey tool myExperience indicates the
importance of students doing close and careful reading of the weekly assigned readings, of engaged
student participation in class discussions, and of student independent research.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.





Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
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