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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course asks you to evaluate a number of contemporary debates using knowledge gained
throughout the BInST program and overseas exchange year (or equivalent). Particular attention will be
paid to the grand challenges facing society and longstanding obstacles to equity that are now impacting
issues such as global poverty, aid delivery, development, migration, and good governance. You will
explore competing forces and dynamics and the responses to them by governments, institutions and
peoples worldwide. It will also provide you a chance to hone your professional skills and knowledge base
in relation to careers in international studies.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. identify key dynamics and processes that are shaping interdependencies (e.g., economic,
environmental, human development, political, security) in today's world.

2. evaluate these dynamics and processes in relation to a specific country or world region.
3. integrate analytical skills, writing capabilities, problem solving and presentation skills in the

context of international studies.
4. match professional competencies and career relevant knowledge to practice in international

organisations and businesses.

Teaching Strategies 

This degree capstone course has been  developed to take into account the OSP experiences of students
(or the equivalent experience). INST3900 is taught over 10 weeks consisting of a 3 hour course (2hr
lecture and 1hr tutorial) on key issues and challenges in International Studies . These are free-flowing
discussions centered on provocative tutorial questions each week, where students debate the issues
and find solutions to the problems and challenges of our times, drawing on their previous 3 years of
study including 1 year spent abroad in travel and study during OSP.
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Assessment

Please see the Assessment Guide for full details of what is expected in this class and for additional
information about weekly content, writing expectations and so on.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Career Portfolio 30% 16/10/2020 04:00 PM 3,4

Major Essay 50% 26/11/2020 04:00 PM 1,2,3

Presentation 20% Weekly 1,2,3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Career Portfolio

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 1,000 words

Details:

Students must participate in career events, with the convenor's approval, and create a portfolio to
demonstrate their engagement with the developments in professional fields related to international
studies. Student participate in a minimum of three events. Students produce a reflection of their
experiences (1,000 words).

Students receive a numerical mark and written feedback.

Additional details:

Please See Assessment Guide, posted on Moodle for full details of this assignment

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 2: Major Essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 4,000 words

Details:

Students will write a 4,000 word essay based on themes and issues presented in lectures.  This is the
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Please refer to Moodle and the Assessment Guide.

Recommended Resources

Below are journal resources and websites that you might find useful:

American Journal of Sociology; American Political Science Review; Political Science Quarterly; Review
of International Political Economy; International Studies Review; International Affairs; Journal of Peace
Research; Journal of Strategic Studies; Foreign Affairs; Foreign Policy Analysis; Journal of Refugee
Studies; Third World Quarterly, World Development, Journal of Development Studies, Development and
Change, European Journal of Development Studies, SAIS review.

International Monetary Fund (IMF) – http://www.imf.org/external/index.htm

World Bank - http://www.worldbank.org/

The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) - http://www.oecd.org/

World Trade Organization (WTO) - http://www.wto.org/

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) – www.undp.org

UNHCR – www.unhcr.org

USAID – www.usaid.gov



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
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