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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Taylor Coyne taylor.coyne@unsw.edu.au

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

mailto:hal@unsw.edu.au


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Human society has experienced remarkable change as technological innovation, economic growth and
population have produced rapidly changing social and environmental landscapes over the past current
centuries. Such development is often seen a synonym of progress; however, over the past few decades
it has been increasingly recognised that such rapid change has produced an uneven social geography –
marginalising significant populations – while also intensively degrading and polluting different
environments. We will discuss how the idea of sustainable development has emerged as a response to
this conundrum – an effort to redirect economic growth to produced more socially just and
environmentally benign outcomes. The path to a sustainable future, however, is not straightforward, as
environmental, social and economic issues are ultimately situated in contested political realms. In this
course, you will study how human-environment interconnections, across different scales and in different
contexts, come together to demonstrate how environmental issues are situated in, and shaped by
political and economic contexts. This will include engaging with a number of key sustainability debates
as well as the in-depth study of different examples from around the world.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Explain how environmental issues are shaped both materially and discursively
2. Identify the range of environmental challenges facing developing countries
3. Apply conceptual and analytical knowledge of environmental issues and development to case

studies
4. Evaluate different perspectives on environment and development

Teaching Strategies 

This course will use a blended learning approach, with instruction occurring in the classroom (lecture and
tutorials), aided with online engagement through assignments, discussions and activities. The online
environment (through Moodle) is a natural extension of traditional classroom learning. The tutorials will
have a strong focus on group activities, providing an interactive environment for students to discuss
ideas and issues with their peers.
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Writing Advocacy Piece 30% 05/03/2021 04:00 PM 1, 4

Literature Review 30% 01/04/2021 04:00 PM 2, 4

Final Essay* 40% 29/04/2021 04:00 PM 1, 2, 3, 4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Writing Advocacy Piece

Start date:Li敮g 琀栺 L‱, 㔰0 P睯c牤a獝⁔䨠䕔⁑ਰ⸵〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸸〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㔠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊䉔 䘵‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㔠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㠰〰〰⁷′⁊‰⁛崠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰⤺〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㐲⸵ㄹ㘸㔠㔴㜲‰⸰〸㉔搠嬨Dutails〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ

Dutails



Assessment 3: Final Essay*

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 2,000 words

Details:



Attendance Requirements

Attendance of Lectures and Tutorials is mandatory in this course, as interactions in class are critical for
realising all of the course's learning outcomes. Unexcused absence from more than 20% of lectures and
tutorials will result in the award of a fail grade. Attendance will be taken during Lectures and Tutorials.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 15 February - 19
February

Lecture Note:  additional information, including each weeks'
readings, can be found on the course's Moodle
website.

Introduction

This Lecture we will go through the course’s
objectives, along with some of the key concepts
that we will encounter through the semester.

It also includes an online component that students
need to complete.

Week 2: 22 February - 26
February

Lecture Political Ecology

This Lecture will explore the basic p牧⁂吠〠〮〰〰〰⁒〰〰〠〰〰〠〰琀椀挀愀〰〰‰⸰㙯㐲〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧″㕱‰⸰〰〰‰⸰ぬuv〰〰〸⁔搠䕔⁂吠㑲朠䉔〰〰び mrialstor5㜱⁹t alsocall〰び0〰es an online component that students〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ‰〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧‴㤠〮〰〰〰‰⸰ど〮〰〰〰〰〰⁷朠㥬牰〠e 0〰〰杬s isr〰〰〰〰‰⁔爠ご′㤹⸠䉔′㥥 Ltre will explore the basic p牧⁂吠〠〮〰〰〰⁒〰〰〠〰〰〠〰琀椀挀愀〰〰‰⸰㙯㐲〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ‰〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰⁷〰〰〠呦㤬re0〰〰朠㤮牰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔⁔爠〮〰〰〰earaatw呦㥫‰⁔爠ご′㤹呦⁷will explore the basic p牧⁂吠〠〮〰〰〰⁒〰〰〠〰〰〠〰琀椀挀愀〰〰‰⸰㙯㐲〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ

LectureLecture Political Ecology

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS2240.html


parts of the developing world. It will critically
examine different theses, ranging from the
environmental deterministic approaches to political
economy frameworks.

Week 5: 15 March - 19
March

Lecture International Trade and the Environment:

This Lecture explores the dynamics of world trade
and globalisation and how it has uneven impacts
around the world.

Week 6: 22 March - 26
March

Reading Reading week - no lectures or tutorials

Week 7: 29 March - 2
April

Lecture Political Ecologies of Energy

Using a case study approach, this Lecture
examines different energy and development issues
around the world: how the production,
transportation and use of energy are linked to a
range of different environmental and social
injustices. This will include working through online
activities.

Week 8: 5 April - 9 April Lecture Political Ecologies of Water

Using a case study approach, this Lecture
examines different water dilemmas around the
world: how the use, exploitation, commodification

Week 8: 5 April - 9 April

Reading



Resources

Prescribed Resources 

There is no textbook for this subject. Course readings are accessible via Moodle.

Recommended Resources

Recommended Journals

Annual Review of Environment and Resources
Antipode
Ambio
Area
Capitalism, Nature, Socialism
Conservation Biology
Cultural Anthropology
Ecology and Society
Economic Geography
Energy Policy
Energy for Sustainable Development
Energy Research and Social Science
Environmental Conservation
Environment, Developmentand Sustainability
Environment and History
Environment and Planning D: Society and Space
Environmental History
Environmental Humanities
Environmental Policy and Governance
Environmental Values
Extractive Industries and Society
Geoforum
Geographical Research
Global Environmental Change
Global Environmental Politics
Journal of Development Studies
Journal of Political Ecology
Land Degradation and Development
Land Use Policy
Population Space and Place
Progress in Development Studies
Progress in Human Geography
Singapore Journal of Tropical Geography
Society and Natural Resources
Sustainability Science
Third World Quarterly
Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers
World Development
Water Alternatives
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Websites

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) – www.unep.org
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) – www.undp.org
International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD) – www.ictsd.org
Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAO) – www.fao.org
World Trade Organization (WTO) – www.wto.int
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) – www.iucn.org
Third World Network (TWN) - http://www.twnside.org.sg/
Genetic Resources Action International (GRAIN) – www.grain.org

Course Evaluation and Development

Courses are periodically reviewed and students’ feedback is used to imp0晧潶e them.8坷eedback it



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

