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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

What is a mind? Is the conscious self an entity distinct from the body (a soul)? Or is it nothing more than
the brain? This course begins by considering these and other foundational questions about the mind and
its place in nature. We then turn to a range of related topics studied by philosophers, neuroscientists,
psychologists and linguists. Are brains just sophisticated computers? Could we one day construct
machines that think and feel?

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Debate key questions concerning the mind and its place in nature, and some influential
approaches to addressing them.

2. Analyse and critically respond to philosophical texts.
3. Employ and explain key concepts in the philosophy of mind, demonstrating a basis for ongoing

engagement with the subject.
4. Compose clear analytical essays.
5. Communicate complex ideas in a concise and clear way.

Teaching Strategies 

Please refer to the information in Moodle
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Online quiz 20% Quiz 1: 21 March. Quiz 2: 25
April.

2, 3

Online discussion forum 25% Not Applicable 1, 2, 3, 5

Major essay 55% Draft for peer review: 16
April; Peer reviews: 23 April;

Final submission: 3 May

1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Online quiz

Start date: Quiz 1: 15 March. Quiz 2: 19 April.

Details:

There will be two 20-minute quizzes (in the middle and the end of term) with multiple-choice questions
on core concepts and ideas discussed.

Feedback will be in the form of numerical score and correct answers via Moodle.

Assessment 2: Online discussion forum

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

There will be a total of 8 online discussion forums. Each student will start a discussion-thread once
during the term, on an assigned date. All students are encouraged to contribute with comments, replies
and/or questions each week. Marks will be based on your initial post and your contributions to 4 other
forums (for a total of 5 forums’ worth of contributions). Detailed guidelines are available on Moodle.

Initial posts will be short but substantive engagements with the relevant week’s material. They should be
about 500 words long. Comments, replies and questions will vary in length, but in general should not
exceed 150 words.

Feedback will be given in the form of a numerical mark for each forum, and through the discussion.

Assessment 3: Major essay

Details:
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This research essay assessment has two parts. Students first submit a draft, which is peer-reviewed.



Attendance Requirements

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS2361.html


3. Princess Elisabeth’s First Letter to Descartes (p.
1 only)

 

 

 
Week 2: 22 February - 26
February

Blended Lecture material will be made available weekly, in
the form of short video lectures. You are
expected to have watched these lecture videos
by Wednesday, 11 am.

There will be weekly live Q&A on Wednesday,
11-12. Everyone is expected to join. This will be a
chance7昰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰朶‰⸰〰〰〠ll be a







as a science of psychology (on the model of the
natural sciences) and, if so, what it would be like.
An important part of our discussion will be
the computer analogy 





Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Required readings for this course will be made available through the UNSW library, on the course
Moodle page.

Recommended Resources

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy: http://plato.stanford.edu

 

Course Evaluation and Development

Feedback for this course will be gathered informally throughout its duration, and formally at the end via
myExperience. We are always keen to hear from you what works and what does not. Do not hesitate to
contact the convenors, lecturers, or tutors with any comments or queries.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safd3㜠㜰䕔⁂ば 浬 䤀湩㬀

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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