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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Dr Sally McLaren sally.mclaren@unsw.edu.au via Email

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

mailto:hal@unsw.edu.au


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course offers a thematic overview of Japanese history from prehistory to the Meiji Imperial
Restoration of 1868, its central theme being the history of women, gender and sexualities. As the course
is essentially a cultural and social history, you will not only discuss the ideas and social practices of
ruling classes (civil aristocrats and then bushi/warriors), but will also examine popular Buddhism, folk
religion, peasant rebellion, commoner resistance, and aspects of popular culture. 
 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Demonstrate knowledge of the history of premodern Japan.
2. Analyse premodern Japanese History through the lens of gender and feminist scholarship.
3. Construct arguments about premodern Japanese History in written and/ or verbal form.
4. Identify key debates and concepts in premodern Japanese history.
5. Locate and analyse primary and/or secondary material relevant to premodern Japanese history.

Teaching Strategies 

This course introduces students to key debates about the early modern history of Japan, with an
emphasis on women's and gender history. It uses lectures to teach content, and tutorials to allow
students to discuss their reading. Tutorial assessments are designed both to encourage steady
engagement (participation) and to add depth to tutorial discussion (2x responses, plus discussion
questions). The research project helps students to undertake structured, independent research. 
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a general discussion.

This is the final assessment for attendance purposes.



Attendance Requirements

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS2908.html


Resources

Prescribed Resources 

All required and supplementary course readings will be available on Moodle.

Recommended Resources



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

 

 

Image Credit

Portrait-Icon of Murasaki Shikibu (Murasaki Shikibu zu), 17th century, by Tosa Mitsuoki (1617-1691).

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tosa_Mitsuoki_001.jpg

CRICOS

CRICOS Provider Code: 00098G

Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the Bedegal people who are the traditional custodians of the lands on which UNSW
Kensington campus is located.
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