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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Ruth Balint r.balint@unsw.edu.au Tuesday 2-3 or by

appointment
MB345

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

At a time when much of the world's population is on the move, immigration and asylum have become two
of the most contentious issues today. And while Australia's population is one of the most diverse, our
society is historically one of the most insular. In this course, you will explore how migration has shaped
and transformed Australian politics and society, and how Australia has responded to migrants and
refugees. We examine the rise and fall of the White Australia policy, the major shifts of the post-war
period and new international obligations, Australia's changing attitudes to newcomers, the appearance of
"boat people" and new regimes of exclusion, and the ways in which successive migrant groups have
come to call Australia home.

 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Analyse key events, ideas, people and developments in relation to Australia's history of migrants
and refugees

2. Evaluate relevant scholarly literature
3. Answer historical questions using evidence based arguments based on independently located

sources
4. Communicate ideas and engage in discussion

Teaching Strategies 

As scholars and writers intimately involved in migration history, we designed this course with the aim of
showcasing the benefits of research-led teaching. We believe that research-led teaching conveys
enthusiasm and dedication to a specific teaching area, and to historical scholarship. You will be
encouraged to think about how migration history has informed current events, policies and attitudes
towards migrants and refugees in Australia. You will be introduced to rich and diverse material, from
films and literature to more traditional archival sources, and will be part of what is always a lively learning
environment. As well as developing your written and analytical skills, you will also be given the space
and guidance to develop a project over the course of the term in a small group about a migrant group of
your own choosing.

ARTS3292 Term 1, 2021 published at 17-12-2020 // © University of New South Wales, 2020
3



Assessment

Submission

Tutorial papers and research essays should be submitted electronically to Turn It In on Moodle. The link
will be clearly marked.

Referencing

All written work must be original (i.e. not plagiarised) and properly referenced using ONE recognised
referencing system (e.g. Oxford or Harvard) but not a combination of systems. The preference is for
footnote system – Oxford or Chicago.

https://student.unsw.edu.au/footnote-bibliography-or-oxford-referencing-system

In-text (eg. Stearns 2015, p. 14) is okay provided it includes a page number AND a reference list.

See: https://student.unsw.edu.au/harvard-referencing

Tip: When in doubt, reference. Footnotes, for example, are not only for direct quotations but also for

instances in which you paraphrase the work of other scholars.

Tip: Footnotes go in sequence, but should never be placed next to each other.[1] [2] If you want to refer

to two sources at one point, insert one footnote and then describe both sources.[3]

Tip: With a footnote, first then surname. In a bibliography/ reference list, arrange in alphabetical order by
surname.

Formatting

All written work must be properly formatted:

1.5 or double spaced.

12 point font (preferably an easy to read font such as Times New Roman)

Reasonable margins.

 

[1] Peter N. Stearns, Gender in World History, 3rd edn. New York: Routledge, 2015, p. 13

[2] Incorrect! See footnote 3.

[3] Peter N. Stearns, Gender in World History, 3rd edn. New York: Routledge, 2015, p. 13; Joan W.
Scott, ‘Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis’, American Historical Review, 91:5, 1986, pp.

1053-1075, p. 1054
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Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Tutorial Paper 30% 15/03/2021 04:00 PM 1, 2, 3

Research essay 45% 16/04/2021 08:00 PM 1, 2, 3

Presentation 25% Not Applicable 1, 2, 4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Tutorial Paper

Start date: 01/03/2021 02:15 PM

Length: 1000 words

Details:

Students write a research paper based on a weekly topic of the course. Length: approximately 1,000
words.

https://student.unsw.edu.au/footnote-bibliography-or-oxford-referencing-system
https://student.unsw.edu.au/harvard-referencing


The tutorial paper is assessed on:

Evidence of research.
Demonstrated analysis of relevant material.
Style and structure – take care to write clearly and to organise your work in such a way that it
supports your argument.
The ability to successfully advance, develop and sustain an argument.
Timely submission.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Research essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 2500 words

Details:

Students write an essay of 2,000 - 2,500 words based on independent research.

Individual written feedback, rubric and mark via Moodle.

Additional details:

Research Essay – 45%

Length: 2500 words.

Task: 



https://student.unsw.edu.au/footnote-bibliography-or-oxford-referencing-system
https://student.unsw.edu.au/harvard-referencing


Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 15 February - 19
February

Lecture 1: Introduction

2. Decolonising migration history: migration, settler
colonialism and Indigenous sovereignty

Tutorial 1. Meet and Greet. Weekly topics for the
presentations will be assigned.

2. Decolonising migration history
Week 2: 22 February - 26
February

Lecture Migrants, refugees and White Australia before
World War II

Tutorial Migrants, refugees and White Australia before
World War II

 
Week 3: 1 March - 5
March

Lecture 1. Post-war migration

2. Displaced Persons
Tutorial 'New Australians'

Assessment guidance: tutorial paper
Week 4: 8 March - 12
March

Lecture 1. British migrants

2. Child migration
Tutorial 'Whinging Poms'?

 
Week 5: 15 March - 19
March

Lecture Men, Women and Children: Intimate Histories of
Post-War Migration

Tutorial Migrant families

 
Assessment Tutorial paper due Monday 15 March, 4pm.

Week 6: 22 March - 26
March

Reading T㔷〰〰†⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〵愀爀挀栀Ⰰ 㐀瀀洀⸀
March

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS3292.html


Week 8: 5 April - 9 April Lecture From Assimilation to Multiculturalism...and back
again? Migration and settlement policies and
debates from 1978 to the present.

Tutorial Neighourboods or Ghettos?: Immigration in the era
of multiculturalism

Week 9: 12 April - 16
April

Lecture Before and After Tampa: from mandatory to
offshore detention

Tutorial Refugee Lives

Group Work
Assessment Research Essay due 16 April.

Week 10: 19 April - 23
April

Lecture Covid-19 and Refugees
Tutorial Wrap-up.





Australian Journal of History and Politics

Ethnic Studies

Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies

Journal of Immigrant and Refugee Studies

Websites & Databases

https://trove.nla.gov.au - one of the best databases on the internet, excellent for Australian content –
easy to navigate.

http://www.immi.gov.au/ - Department of Immigration and Citizenship Australia, includes contemporary
and historical sources.

NSW Migration Heritage Museum (Online): http://www.migrationheritage.nsw.gov.au/belongings-
home/about-belongings/australias-migration-history/

SBS Immigration Nation TV Series Resources Page: 
http://www.sbs.com.au/immigrationnation/resources

Refugee Council of Australia: http://www.refugeecouncil.org.au

Students seeking resources can also obtain assistance from the UNSW Library. 

Course Evaluation and Development

Feedback will be sought using the university myExperience system, as well as via an informal survey,
and of course is welcome any time! Note: in 2019, this course achieved a perfect score for 'Overall, I was
satisfied with the quality of this course'.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle

ARTS3292 Term 1, 2021 published at 17-12-2020 // © University of New South Wales, 2020
12



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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