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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Associate Professor
James Phillips

j.phillips@unsw.edu.au 2-3 pm
Wednesdays

Morven Brown
369

9085 2987

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course will examine major traditions, themes, and figures in the development of modern European
philosophy.?Examples of traditions that may be explored include: German Idealism, Phenomenology,
Hermeneutics, Critical Theory and Poststructuralism. Themes the course may cover include: recognition,
subjectivity, experience, and freedom. Figures that may be examined include Kant, Fichte, Hegel,
Adorno, Heidegger, Arendt, Honneth, amongst others. 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Explain fundamental themes and concepts in social and political philosophy.
2. Apply critical and conceptual thought to contemporary social and political reality.
3. Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of different approaches to the course themes and within

social and political philosophy more broadly.

Teaching Strategies 

The course is designed to develop your capacity to comprehend and independently engage in
contemporary debates on key themes in social and political philosophy. It is structured around weekly
readings, lectures and tutorial discussions on the readings. Preparation by reading the set texts is crucial
for successful participation in the course. There will be introductory lecturing that provides background
information and introduces theoretical and analytical perspectives and debates that are explored in or
exemplified by the specialised weekly readings. The tutorials will be extensive and involve in-depth
discussion of the readings and related contemporary and scholarly debates and approaches. You are
encouraged to participate in the class actively, by presenting questions, and trying to think of answers to
the questions posed. 
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Essay topics on the readings for weeks 5-10

1) Expound and evaluate Schmitt's purist concept of the political.

2) Discuss the role of critique in social change for Benjamin and Adorno. 

3) Examine Arendt's account of the place of truth in politics.

4) Review Habermas's defence of qualified toleration.  

5) What has COVID-19 revealed about Western governments and societies?  What lessons can we
learn?  What dangers have come to the fore?  Draw on the readings for week 10.

Students are welcome to devise their own topics but must obtain the course convenor’s approval of the
topic prior to submission.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 15 February - 19
February

Seminar Immanuel Kant (1724-1804). 

Themes: war and peace among nations;
monarchies vs. republics; the public sphere; the
Enlightenment; reason in politics.

Required reading: Immanuel Kant, "Toward
Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch" in id., 
Toward Perpetual Peace and Other Writings on
Politics, Peace, and History, ed. Pauline Kleingeld,
trans. David L. Colclasure (New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press, 2006), 67-109.

Possible questions: How has war changed over the
centuries? What is applicable and what is
inapplicable in Kant's text to current
circumstances? Does trade contribute to peace?
What is the role and standing of the public sphere
in contemporary societies? Is there a complex story
to tell about social media and government
accountability? Does the public sphere need an
educated populace to function in the way Kant
wants?

Week 2: 22 February - 26
February

Seminar G. W. F. Hegel (1770-1831) / Alexandre Kojève
(1902-68) / Jacques Lacan (1901-81).

Themes: fear; work; recognition; self-
consciousness; externalisation; progress.

Required readings: G. W. F. Hegel, "Self-
Sufficiency and Non-Self-Sufficiency of Self-
Consciousness: Mastery and Servitude" in id., The
Phenomenology of Spirit, trans. Terry Pinkard and
Michael Baur (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2018), 108-116.

AND

Alexandre Kojève, "In Place of an Introduction"
in id., Introduction to the Reading of Hegel:
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Lectures on the Phenomenology of Spirit, trans.
James H. Nicholls, ed. Allan Bloom (Ithaca, NY:
Cornell University Press, 1969), 1-30.

AND

Jacques Lacan, "The Mirror Stage as Formative of
the Function of the I as Revealed in Psychoanalytic
Experience" in id., Écrits: A Selection, trans. Alan





Marxist notion of revolution indebted to the Judeo-
Christian concept of the messianic? What are the
assets and liabilities that come with this debt? Is an
opinion a belief? Where does opinion begin and
end? Have the operations of public opinion
changed since Adorno's text was published in
1963?

Week 8: 5 April - 9 April Seminar Hannah Arendt (1906-75)

Themes: lying; facts; political action; opinion.

Required reading: Hannah Arendt, "Truth and
Politics" in id., Between Past Future: Eight
Exercises in Political Thought (New York: Viking
Press, 1968), 227-64.

Possible questions: What is the relationship
between democracy and truth? What limits, if any,
should be placed on freedom of speech? Can
freedom of opinion not only be compatible with
tyranny, but furthermore enable it? What can be
done to restore truth to its rightful place in political
life? Is Trump's effect on American life reversible?

Week 9: 12 April - 16
April

Seminar Jürgen Habermas (1929-)

Themes:
multiculturalism; tolerance; religion; autonomy.

Required reading: Jürgen Habermas, “Equal
Treatment of Cultures and the Limits of
Postmodern Liberalism”, trans. Jeffrey
Flynn, Journal of Political Philosophy 13, no. 1
(2005): 1-28.

Possible questions: What is a culture and how do
we tell cultures apart? How much does social
cohesion depend on the conduct of non-state
actors? What is diversity? What kind of state

life? Is Trump's effect on American life reversible?

AprilApril
Seminar



AND

Michel Foucault, Giorgio Agamben, and Sergio
Benvenuto, "Coronavirus and Philosophers", 
European Journal of Psychoanalysis (2020)

AND

Jean-Luc Nancy, Roberto Esposito, Divya Dwivedi,
Shaj Mohan, Rocco Ronchi, and Massimo de
Carolis, "On Pandemics", European Journal of
Psychoanalysis (2020)

Possible questions: What have we learnt about our
states and our societies in the past year? What has
changed and what should change in our dealings
with one another and with the natural world? What
does the effectiveness of different states'
responses to COVID-19 say about their respective
countries' political culture?
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

The set readings for the course are accessible via Leganto on Moodle and marked as mandatory.

You will also find lecture notes for each week posted on the Friday on Moodle.

Recommended Resources

On Moodle you will find commentaries for each week's primary texts via Leganto.

These make up only a small portion of what has been written on these works. I include them in order to
give you some idea of the range of views that critics have developed. I do not want you to treat them as
authorities to whom you should defer: it is more in keeping with philosophy if you approach them as
interlocutors with whom you conduct a dialogue, listening to what they say and coming up with a position
of your own.

Course Evaluation and Development

Students have the opportunity to provide feedback on the course both formally - via the end-of-term
MyExperience survey - and informally - via e-mail or face-to-face.

This is the second time ARTS3368 Modern European Philosophy has run. I have dropped the reading by
Foucault and added a series of texts on COVID-19. As the course will be conducted wholly on-line this
term, I plan to use the breakout room feature in Blackboard for more small-group discussions.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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