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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Daniel Robinson d.robinson@unsw.edu.au by appointment Room 360

Morven Brown
0478323792

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This subject takes an international perspective on ecological and social inequity and other global
challenges, focusing on ongoing impacts of colonisation, the role of environmental conventions and trade
rules, and the impact of global governance strategies such as the “sustainable development goals.” This
course will be of particular interest if you are concerned with issues of global inequality, environmental
justice, and the roles of the state and civil society. In this course, you will explore the environmental
challenges that face the “Global South” and engage in a productive critique of neoliberal models of
economic growth and development that underlie these challenges. The course provides you with an
understanding of the historical, political, and international contexts within which issues of environment
and “development” are framed, governed, and (in some cases) addressed. You will consider the social
and environmental impacts and implications of global value chains and production networks, as well as
efforts to undertake more ethical and sustainable approaches. You will engage in case studies and learn
about applied, practical, and reflexive approaches for addressing globally interlinked issues facing the
“Global South,” or “majority world.”

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Apply critical thinking to core concepts relevant to emerging global environmental issues and
challenges

2. Explain external political economic influences on the Global South/majority world, and how these
influence ‘sustainable development’ type challenges and inequities

3. Explore and assess the use of global, economic, legal, and institutional frameworks for
addressing environmental issues in the context of a range of other structural inequalities and
challenges

4. Discuss and critique the effectiveness of institutional or regulatory approaches, market-based
approaches, technology transfer, capacity building, and other approaches for dealing with
‘sustainable development’ challenges

5. Use knowledge of ‘sustainable development’ challenges and the practical and applied attempts
to resolve them to analyse a range of local, national, and regional case studies

Teaching Strategies 

The course is taught in a seminar style with some lecture content and regular break-outs for
discussions/activities.
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Assessment

Detailed assignment information will be provided in an assignment sheet in moodle. Due to COVID-19
some changes to the presentation may be required.

For all assignments Harvard or APA in-text referencing is preferred, with a full reference list at the end of
your assignments (only reference the works that you use and cite). Always include a citation when using
someone else's work whether it is a paper, book, report or website. Failing to have citations is
considered plagiarism. For the presentation, please have small in-text references when you use others
work directly, and a single slide containing your directly used references at the end. 

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date



Assessment 2: Essay 1

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 1300 words (plus references)

Details:

Individual short essay.

Additional details:

More details will be provided in the assignment sheet in moodle.

Submission notes: Submit as a PDF or word doc in Moodle

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 3: Major research report

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 3000 words (plus references)

Details:

Major research report and case study on specific topic(s) covered. Individual written feedback provided.
Approx 3000 words. This is the final assessment for attendance purposes.

Additional details:

Further information is provided in the assignment sheet in moodle.

Submission notes: submit as a PDF or word doc in moodle portal

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 15 February - 19
February

Seminar The course runs in intensive mode from 10am-5pm
on Mondays and Tuesdays in weeks 1-3, with a 1
hour break for lunch from 1 pm each day and short
breaks every hour. The course is scheduled for
classes online in Blackboard Collaborate (through
moodle) AND face-to-face simultaneously. Given
the recent COVID outbreak, the face-to-face
classes are unlikely. In the event this changes, the
rooms would be:

Mon 10:00 - 13:00 Quadrangle 1043 (K-E15-1043)

Mon 14:00 - 17:00 Goldstein G09 (K-D16-G09)

Tue 10:00 - 13:00 Quadrangle G040 (K-E15-G040)

Tue 14:00 - 17:00 Mathews 227 (K-F23-227)
Week 2: 22 February - 26
February

Seminar The course runs in intensive mode from 10am-5pm
on Mondays and Tuesdays in weeks 1-3, with a 1
hour break for lunch from 1 pm each day and short
breaks every hour. The course is scheduled for
classes online in Blackboard Collaborate (through
moodle) AND face-to-face simultaneously. Given
the recent COVID outbreak, the face-to-face
classes are unlikely. In the event this changes, the
rooms would be:

Mon 10:00 - 13:00 Quadrangle 1043 (K-E15-1043)

Mon 14:00 - 17:00 Goldstein G09 (K-D16-G09)

Tue 10:00 - 13:00 Quadrangle G040 (K-E15-G040)

Tue 14:00 - 17:00 Mathews 227 (K-F23-227)
Week 3: 1 March - 5
March

Seminar The course runs in intensive mode from 10am-5pm
on Mondays and Tuesdays in weeks 1-3, with a 1
hour break for lunch from 1 pm each day and short
breaks every hour. The course is scheduled for
classes online in Blackboard Collaborate (through
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

There are no required texts for students. Readings will be set for each module through Leganto in
Moodle. You will be able to access these readings through the UNSW library with your login.

Recommended Resources

Some useful texts, most of which can be found in UNSW library, include:

Perreault, T., Bridge, G., & McCarthy, J. (Eds.). (2015). The Routledge handbook of political ecology.
Routledge, London.

Peet, R., Robbins, P., & Watts, M. (Eds.). (2010). Global political ecology. Routledge, London.

Peet, R., & Watts, M. (2004). Liberation ecologies: environment, development, social movements.
Routledge, London.

Kothari, A., Salleh, A., Escobar, A., Demaria, F., & Acosta, A. (Eds.). (2019). Pluriverse: A post-
development dictionary. Tulika Books and Authorsupfront. E-version here

D'Alisa, G., Demaria, F., & Kallis, G. (Eds.). (2014). Degrowth: a vocabulary for a new era. Routledge,
London.

Some websites that may be useful include:

South Centre: https://www.southcentre.int/

ICTSD (Trade and Sustainable Development): https://ictsd.iisd.org/

International Institute for Sustainable Development: https://www.iisd.org/

International Institute for Environment and Development: https://www.iied.org/

https://www.ehu.eus/documents/6902252/12061123/Ashish+Kothari+et+al-Pluriverse+A+Post-Development+Dictionary-2019.pdf/c9f05ea0-d2e7-8874-d91c-09d11a4578a2


comments about the course or assessments. 
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, pleaseIf you encounte猀獳㜰牳㠰牳㜰0⁇pnpt0〷べ,niti0〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮ぴ〰〰‰⸰emhstmbづ吊ぴhrougt爠つe 〮〰っt牲ご䨠䔠呣〰〷べhv⽩ae どੴt rmQੂ吠⽆㔠ㄵ⸰〰〰はrni Mはoつl‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‴㈮㔱㤶㠵‶㜷⸸㐰⸰〰〰〰〰〰〰琀 琊〮㔷ひ猷ひ猷ひ猷ひ猵㔴⸰愀‸㑲猷　〠椀琀椀渀Ⰰ 瀀氀攀愀⸰〰氀渀洀椀渠獔琰〠 愀甀猀洀椀琀 爀甀攀渀栰⸰〰‰⸰〰‰渠儊琀†瀠漀琀椀渀 猀甀ⰰ‰⸰愀猀眀甀氰氀洀戰敔ਰ琀琀愀琀甀搀ਰ告⁅  吀甀爀渀挀吀甀爀猀攠ᤰ〰‰䴰漀漰搀氠ごਰ琀椀琀甀攀眀甀最䈠䨠〠樠孝‰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㐲⸵ㄹ㘸㔠㘷㜮㠴〮〰〰〰〰〰〰ぴ tਰ⸵㜰牳㜰牳㜰牳㜰牳㔴〮㌰牳㠵牳㜰0〠〰〰⸰‰ੱlmptn〰⁴iv⽥ throuks



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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