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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This Gateway course introduces you to the different countries that make up the Asian region and the
interdisciplinary methods used to research and study Asia (known as Asian Studies). Using an all-Asia
approach with a focus on the twentieth century, it will give you a broad knowledge of the diversity of the
societies that constitute Asia. You will learn about the different cultures that make up East, South and
Southeast Asia, including religion, general colonial histories, constructions of gender, Asian cities, the
politics of democracy and authoritarianism, and the connections between Asian food and ethnic
identities.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Articulate a broad body of knowledge about the diversity and dynamics of the Asian region
2. Describe key events, people, and trends covered by this course.
3. Answer questions posed using argument and evidence
4. Make scholarly arguments using independently located evidence

Teaching Strategies 

This course is designed to help you develop a questioning mind when approaching the study of Asia.
The lectures provide background information and introduce theoretical and analytical perspectives and
debates that are explored in or exemplified by specialized weekly readings. It is important that you learn
the skills of critical analysis. These skills need to be developed regularly over time and tutorials are a
fundamental part of this learning process. Written responses to the readings train you to reflect and



Assessment

Please see the Moodle site for attachments on: 

(1) Tutorial readings and questions for the responses to readings and tutorial discussion, and the details
for the on-line activity to be discussed also in tutorials (the material in the on-line activities will also be
included in the class test).

(2) Lecture handouts which will be very useful for taking notes and for reviewing for the class test.

(3) Handouts in the Moodle site under the folder "Essays" which will have the criteria and notes about
footnotes.

 

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Responses to Readings 20% 16/06/2021 06:00 PM 3

Historical site exercise 20% 19/07/2021 05:00 PM 4

Test 20% 04/08/2021 01:00 PM 1, 2, 3

Major Essay 40% 09/07/2021 05:00 PM 1, 3, 4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Responses to Readings

Start date: 03/06/2021 09:00 AM

Details:

Students submit a response (ca. 500-600 words) to set questions on a weekly reading before one
tutorial. Feedback is by individual comments, and in-class discussion.

Additional details:

See the file on tutorial readings and questions including those for this assessment in a file uploaded in
the Moodle site.  This is due at the end of your tutorial in week 3.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 2: Historical site exercise

Start date: 23/06/2021 02:00 PM





2021 and students need to upload their responses to the questions by 1pm on that day. Theoretically,
you should have one hour and 50 minutes to do the test but I am giving a 10 minute allowance for
downloading the questions and uploading the responses.  

 

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 4: Major Essay

Start date: 02/06/2021 01:00 PM

Details:

Research Essay.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

There is no textbook required for the course. 

See the Moodle Site for the file on "Tutorial Readings and Questions for Discussion" under the heading
"Contents and Resources" for the list of readings required for each week. Readings for tutorials are
accessible electronically through the Library Leganto system embedded in the Moodle site for the
course.   Click on the green icon entitled "Required Readings for Tutorials".

The links to the online activities are also available through the Library Leganto system. Search for it in
the relevant week. 

Recommended Resources

See my handout on Essay questions and bibliographies.

Course Evaluation and Development

Feedback will be gained through MyExperience at the end of term. I have responded to the feedback by 
reducing the assessment.  Last year  (2020) two responses to readings were required. From 2021 I
have reduced this to only 1 response to reading due in week 3. 

In 2020 the course was taught fullly online for the first time due to Covid-19 restrictions. The course
evaluations were excellent. In response to the question "Overall I was satisfied with the quality of the
course", ARTS1210 received a score of 5.59 while the school average mark was 5.00. In response to the
question: "Overall I was satisfied with the quality of this person's teaching", the convenor received the
score of 5.75 while the school average was 5.29. 

Comments included were:

"Mina's lectures were super engaging due to her humour, providing personal experiences on lecture
topics and incorporation of videos to provide further insights for students on the topic she's discussing. 
She made topics super easy to understand and the lecture handouts were especially helpful for
revision". 

"All in all I really enjoyed Concepts of Asia -- it has been my most enjoyable course at uni to date. It has
encouraged me to major in Asian Studies and heightened my passion in the Asian region."

"Additionally the assessments were highly relevant to the coursework and very useful in gaining a better
understanding of some of the course's concepts."

"The topics regarding Asian culture (clothes, gender and feminism, food and religion) were, for me well-
thought-out and very well considered. I was introduced to different kinds of Asian concepts and cultures,
which made me profoundly appreciate my heritage even more. I enjoyed the readings and the lectures
which were engaging."
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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