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ARTS1360
Truth and Human Existence: Introduction to Philosophy
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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Heikki Ikaheimo h.ikaheimo@unsw.edu.au Email for

appointment
Morven Brown
Building,
Room 321

(02)
90651861

Lecturers

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Karyn Lai k.lai@unsw.edu.au Email for

appointment
Morven Brown,
Room 326

(02)
90655421

Simon Lumsden s.lumsden@unsw.edu.au Email for
appointment

Morven Brown,
Room 335

(02) 9065
9747

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au

ARTS1360 Term 2, 2021 published at 26-04-2021 // © University of New South Wales, 2021
2

mailto:hal@unsw.edu.au


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course addresses core philosophical questions about knowledge, reality, and human existence. 
You will examine what it means for something to be true and how we know whether something is
true; what are the fundamentals of the universe and the place of science and religion in
discerning them; what are the basic constituents of human societies, and how all these questions are
related to what and who you are. In investigating these topics we will study the views of both classical
and contemporary philosophers. This course will help you develop the critical and analytical thinking
skills necessary for advanced study and your future career. While this is a standalone introductory
course, it can be usefully combined with ARTS1361: Mind, Ethics, and Freedom - Introduction to
Philosophy.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Explain central concepts in epistemology, metaphysics, and social and existential philosophy.



Assessment
Full up to date information on all assessments will be published on the course Moodle page.

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Critical Analysis 25% 02/07/2021 03:00 PM 1, 2

Quiz 15% Not Applicable 1

Major essay 60% 12/08/2021 11:59 PM 2, 3, 4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Critical Analysis

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 700 words

Details:

Short written argument analysis (700 words).

Feedback via rubric/mark and written feedback.

Additional details:

Students are expected to analyse one or two text passages, reflecting on various aspects of the passage
including (but not limited to) its argument, argument strategy or style, its conclusion, and its strengths
and weaknesses.  There will be guided practice on analysis in lectures and tutorials.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 2: Quiz

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 3 x 20 minutes

Details:

The quiz will be in 3 parts (3 x 20 minutes), corresponding to the three topic areas in the course, taught
by three lecturers.

Mark with correct answers. 
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Additional details:

See the course Moodle page for the quiz dates and advice.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Major essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 1500 words

Details:

1500 words. A critical research essay on a select topic from the course; students select from a list of
possible essay topics. Feedback via rubric and a mark. 

This is the final assessment for attendance purposes. 

Additional details:

Advice on essay writing will be provided on the course Moodle page and in the tutorials.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 31 May - 4 June Lecture Scepticism and philosophy: intelligent design

Lecturer: Karyn Lai
Week 2: 7 June - 11
June

Lecture The value of philosophy

Lecturer: Karyn Lai
Week 3: 15 June - 18
June

Lecture The nature of philosophy: stepping back

Lecturer: Karyn Lai
A.〰〰〰‹〰〰⁒䜰⁒䜠㌮㌱㤶㠵′䨠〠樰〰〠則〠則″〰〠則ੂ吠爴估〰氰〠〮‰稰〰〠〮〰搰〠則‰䘀漀楛崠〮礀ⰰ⁒䜊䉔 䘲‱〰　ⰰ⁒〠〮㔀㤰〰洀 猀琀攀瀀瀀椀渀最 戀愀挀欀〠〰〰

Lecturer: Karyn Lai

Week 3: 15 June - 18

A.〰〰〰‹〰〰⁒䜰⁒䜠㌮㌱㤶㠵′䨠〠樰〰〠則〠則㔲⸲吀栀㘊〮〰〰〰栰〰〰〰搰漠則ਰ⸰椰〰〰⸰〰愀漀瀀〰〰⁔戯䘲‱愠⽆㈠攀氀攀〰〰㼮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔′㤹⸲㌸〰〠㔱㈮〴〵㠱⁔搲㐮㝔h8 nature of phHfi〰にi〠Iにä〰〰〳‹㥯 stepping back

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS1360.html


Resources

Prescribed Resources 

All readings will be available through a link on the course Moodle page.

Recommended Resources

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy: https://plato.stanford.edu/
Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy: https://iep.utm.edu/
 

Course Evaluation and Development

MyExperience is used to assess and to improve this course. 

ARTS1360 Term 2, 2021 published at 26-04-2021 // © University of New South Wales, 2021
7



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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