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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Nagisa Fukui n.fukui@unsw.edu.au TBA Morven Brown

206
9385 2414

Tutors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Yumiko Hashimoto y.hashimoto@unsw.edu.au TBA Morven Brown

203
9385 3722

Rika Saegusa r.saegusa@unsw.edu.au TBA Morven Brown
204

Yunjing Zheng y.zheng@unsw.edu.au TBA Morven Brown
204

Kazue Okamoto k.okamoto@unsw.edu.au TBA Morven Brown
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9385 3749

Yutaka Nakajima y.nakajima@unsw.edu.au TBA Morven Brown
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

The course introduces the Japanese sound system, basic greetings as well as a number of basic
Japanese structures and vocabulary expressed in Hiragana and Katakana syllabaries that are essential
to basic Japanese communication. This course is for those who have no or almost no knowledge of
Japanese. The following five social/cultural topics will be covered: 1. Greetings and meeting new friends;
2. Asking about things around you; 3. Daily routines; 4. Locations; 5. Likes and dislikes. On each topic,
while studying the language, you are challenged to discover different approaches to viewing the world
around you linguistically and culturally, and are given the opportunity to understand current sociocultural
issues in Japan. You are also introduced to learning routines necessary to succeed in the fast pace
learning of a foreign language.

This course is a beginners-level language course. All students who have had some experience with the
language, either as a heritage language or through previous instruction, must fill in the placement
questionnaire available at https://hal.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/courses/language-placements. You will
not be permitted to enrol in a language course that is too easy for you. If this occurs, you will be
requested to change your enrolment.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Introduce oneself by using simple Japanese.
2. Sustain simple conversations in Japanese when talking about oneself and one’s daily routines.
3. Read and write Hiragana, Katakana fluently, and recognise 58 Kanji.
4. Regognise problems of intercultural interaction with other Japanese speakers.
5. Work collaboratively with others.

Teaching Strategies 

The course is taught through weekly lectures, tutorials and seminars. In lectures, students learn about
the contextual knowledge of Japanese language and language learning, starting from basic concepts. In
tutorials and seminars, students practice thier Japanese language skills collectively, starting with basic
functions and working on comprehensive tasks.  Interrelating with other course members in lectures,
tutorials and seminars is also essential. Students will be expected to participate in discussions, pairs or
group tasks throughout the course. Any form of discrimination based on an individual's age, ethnicity,
sexual orientation and the like will not be tolerated.
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Interaction test will be held during your seminar. You will perform a short role play in Japanese with one
of your classmates for 5 minutes. More details will be announced in the lecture and your seminar
class.The performance will be recored and marked individually by the teacher.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 4: Final Exam

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Final Exam will be held during the university exam period. The exam is for 2 hours. The test paper will be
marked after the completion of exam.

This is the final assessment task for attendance purpose.

Additional details:

The details of the exam will be informed in the lecture week10.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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Tutorial Grammar exercises and Katakana practices.
Seminar Conversation practice and role-play.

Week 8: 19 July - 23 July Lecture  Reviewing Lesson 4 and likes and dislikes (Lesson
5).

Tutorial Introducing Kanji. Reviewing Lesson 4.
Seminar Conversation practice: Preparation for Interaction

Test.
Week 9: 26 July - 30 July Lecture Likes and Dislikes (Lesson 5) and daily routines

(Lesson 6).
Tutorial Likes and dislikes (Lesson 5) and Kanji practice. 
Seminar Interaction Test

Week 10: 2 August - 6
August

Lecture Daily Routines (Lesson 6) and review of the course.
Tutorial Daily routines (Lesson 6).  Dictation Test 2 will be

held during your Tutorial.
Seminar Review of the course.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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