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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course asks how a society can legitimately criticise itself. It examines why it is that notions such as
freedom, self-determination and historical progress have come to assume a central place in modern life.
Are there plausible ways to judge some particular developments of social life as progressive or
regressive? Are some forms of social life ‘pathological’? Is the price of modern freedom alienation from
ourselves and the natural world? The themes discussed in this course may include: alienation, ideology,
modernity, totalitarianism, psychoanalysis and power. Thinkers who may be examined include:
Rousseau, Kant, Hegel, Feuerbach, Nietzsche, Marx, Lukács, Weber, Freud, Heidegger, Adorno,
Horkheimer, Arendt, Foucault and other influential figures in critical social philosophy.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Evaluate the merits and limitations of key approaches to the philosophical problem of modernity
and social philosophy

2. Assess distinct positions with regard to alienation, freedom and social critique in key works in
Western philosophy

3. Critically appraise the relevance of key approaches to alienation, freedom and social critique in
modern philosophy to contemporary society.

4. Develop and enhance skills associated with philosophical inquiry, such as: critical analysis,
textual interpretation, argument and written expression.

Teaching Strategies 

The course will normally be taught with a two-hour weekly lecture, and a one-hour discussion-based
tutorial. Lectures will be interactive, and student participation is encouraged. Lectures will cover key
themes and specific texts in modern philosophy, as well as background historical issues. Through a
selection of readings, exercises, and small group discussions, the course will develop students' ability to
read, analyse, criticise, discuss, and interpret philosophical texts. The research portfolio, which is
designed to encourage students to engage thoroughly with the prescribed weekly readings before class
and to prepare questions for the tutorial, is a core element of the teaching strategy of the course. We
expect students to participate in this course by attending lectures, engaging with others in tutorials and
online discussions (where applicable) and to complete the required reading in preparation for tutorials
and lectures. Tutorials will also discuss research skills and writing skills.
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task



Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 3: Essay

Details:

This is the final assessment task for attendance purposes. Feedback is written comments and or a
marking sheet

Major essay on a key figure or theme in the course.

2200 words

Additional details:

Essay themes will be discussed in the tutorials and instructions will appear on Moodle.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Are there ways to resist? Views by Louis Althusser,
Judith Butler, and others.

Tutorial Lecture themes and Althusser's text.
Reading Louis Althusser: ‘Ideology and Ideological State

Apparatuses'
Online Activity Watch the film The Corporation, and participate

in an online discussion about it. Details to be
issued on Moodle.

Week 7: 12 July - 16 July Lecture Psychoanalysis and social life
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

The weekly readings will be accessible through Moodle.

Recommended Resources

A list of further reading will be available on Moodle.

Course Evaluation and Development

Student feedback is collected through 'MyExperience' and the Research Portfolio, and used for future



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

 

 

Image Credit

A royalty free picture from www.pixabay.com

CRICOS

CRICOS Provider Code: 00098G

Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the Bedegal people who are the traditional custodians of the lands on which UNSW
Kensington campus is located.
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