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Assessment



to refer to other texts or films used in this course.

Or you may devise your own essay topic. If you do, please make sure to ask the lecturer, either after
class, in consultation hours, or via email whether or not the topic you propose to write on is acceptable.

Re. citations: When writing an essay always cite the book and page number from which you are quoting
or summarizing. The easiest way to do this is put the information into parentheses after the quote or
paraphrase, eg. “ ‘I—I can’t write,’ said Ah Q shamefaced, nervously holding the brush. ‘In that case, to
make it easy for you, draw a circle!’” (Lu Xun, Selected Stories, p, 108). Or if you paraphrase, for
example: Lu Xun tells us that Ah Q is an illiterate peasant, which seems not to phase his accusers under
the new Republican government. They simply have him draw a circle on his death warrant. (Lu Xun, 
Selected Stories, p. 108). You can use either Harvard or Chicago style: what is most important is
that you give the citation.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 2: Exam

Details:

Students complete an exam (2 hours) including 20-30 multiple choice questions (weighting 80%) and an
essay of approx. 600 words in English or 900 Chinese characters (weighting 20%). Students receive a
mark and can consult the lecturer for further feedback. This is the final assessment for attendance
purposes.
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1926 during the Beifa 北伐 (Northern Expedition) in
which a coalition of Nationalist (Kuomintang
国民党) and Communist forces mounted a military
campaign against the northern warlord
government (Beiyang Zhengfu 北洋政府), a
campaign that initially, at least, had nationalistic
and anti-imperialist overtones.

Reading Readings: Edward Said, Orientalism (excerpted in
reader); Simon Leys’ review of Said from his book 
Burning Forest; de Rachewiltz, Papal Envoys to the
Great Khans; and excerpts from The Travels of
Marco Polo (in reader). View: “Sand Pebbles” (USA
1966)* 175 mins.

Blended “Fifty-five Days at Peking” (USA 1963)*  153
mins.(view excerpts and discuss).

"Sand Pebbles" (USA 1966) 196 mins. (view
excerpts and discuss).

Week 4: 21 June - 25
June

Lecture 1. China and the European Enlightenment

2.  The Subaltern
Tutorial How are “oriental” characters and the Orient being

used by Montesquieu and Goldsmith as well as in
the Charlie Chan and Fu Manchu films? What were
the historical backgrounds out of which these
characters evolved? What stereotypes are present
in the Hollywood depictions, how do they differ from
each other and why? Is there any carry over from
Fu Manchu to the way certain Chinese figures
(such as Prince Duan) are depicted in “55 Days at
Peking”?

Reading Readings: Montesquieu, Lettres Persanes ("The
Persian Letters") (1721); Oliver Goldsmith, The
Citizen of the World (aka "The Chinese Letters")
(1762).

Blended View: “The Mask of Fu Manchu” (USA1932)  and
“Charlie Chan: Murder Over New York” (USA 1940)

Week 5: 28 June - 2 July Lecture 1. The Subaltern

2. The Subaltern and the West
Tutorial Why might some Western readers today still think

Arthur Smith’s 19th century book Chinese
Characteristics valuable in understanding China?
What does Lu Xun (1881-1936) have to do with
orientalism? How does orientalism manifest itself in
the depictions of China and the Chinese people in
"The Good Earth"? How does the 1956 film version
of "The New Year's Sacrifice" differ from the 1924
short story Zhufu 祝福 by Lu Xun? Are there
aspects of the film which tend to "orientalise"
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2. The PRC as the “Centre”: what is “real” history?





Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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