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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course will introduce you to the complexity and creativity of the human use of language with
particular reference to first language acquisition and development. Like breathing, walking and sleeping,
producing and understanding language is a natural activity that you engage in, multiple times a day, with
little or no conscious awareness or effort. Psycholinguistics is a field that studies the unconscious
processes that underlie this ability. The more you understand about language, how it is acquired, and
how it is processed, the more you understand about yourself and the people around you.  

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Construct a complex model of human language in terms of how it is organised, how it is acquired,
and how knowledge of language is put to use, in the production and comprehension of words,
sentences, and pieces of discourse, by monolinguals and bilingual speakers. 

2. Apply general principles of linguistics to the analysis of psycholinguistic data in English and other
languages.

3. Evaluate the major approaches in psycholinguistics, in terms of their power to account for the
psychological processes underlying the production, processing and representation of human
language.

4. Appraise a variety of empirical tools used by psycholinguists to study language acquisition and
language performance. 

Teaching Strategies 

The teaching strategies include lectures, tutorials, class presentations, and group discussions. The
weekly lectures are divided into two parts. In the first part, basic concepts and theoretical issues are
presented. In the second part, various issues and questions are presented and discussed in an
interactive manner and you are encouraged to contribute to the discussion. The tutorials provide the
opportunity for an in-depth examination of theoretical and empirical issues in psycholinguistics with
particular reference to language development.
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Assessment

The American Psychological Association (APA) referencing system is used for all assignments in this
course. For further details, please see: http://student.unsw.edu.au/apa 

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

In-class test 20% Not Applicable 1, 2

Critique of research paper 30% 14/07/2021 04:00 PM 1, 3, 4

Research essay 50% 11/08/2021 04:00 PM 1, 3, 4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: In-class test

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 45 minutes

Details:

An in-class test on the major topics covered in the lectures, tutorials, and required reading.

Marking via a rubric. Individual written feedback will be provided.

Additional details:

See Moodle for details and regular updates.

Submission notes: Please see Moodle for the instructions, resources, and marking criteria for this
assessment.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Critique of research paper

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 1,000 words

Details:

A 1,000-word written critique of a published research paper.
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Marking via rubric. Individual written feedback will be provided.

Additional details:

See Moodle for details and regular updates.

Submission notes: Please see Moodle for the instructions, resources, and marking criteria for this
assessment.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 3: Research essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 2,000 words

Details:

A 2,000-word research essay on one of the topics covered in the course.

Marking via a rubric. Individual written feedback will be provided. 

This is the final assessment for attendance purposes. 

Additional details:

See Moodle for details and regular updates.

Submission notes: Please see Moodle for the instructions, resources, and marking criteria for this
assessment.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Textbook Details

Hoff, Erika (2014) Language Development, 5th Edition, Cengage.

Also required reading: selected chapters from The Cambridge Handbook of Child Language (available
online)

Recommended Resources

Aitchison, J. (2007) The Articulate Mammal, 5th edition, Routledge.

Birdsong, D. (2005). Interpreting age effects in second language acquisition. In Handbook of
bilingualism: Psycholinguistic approaches, 109-127.

DeKeyser, R., & Larson-Hall, J. (2005). What does the critical period really mean? In Handbook of
bilingualism: Psycholinguistic approaches, 88-108.

Dell, G. S. (1995). Speaking and misspeaking. In L. R. Gleitman and M. Liberman (Eds.), An Invitation to
Cognitive Science. Vol. 1, Language. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, pp. 183-208.

Fernandez, E.M., & Cairns, H. S. (2010). Fundamentals of Psycholinguistics, Wiley-Blackwell.

Fisher, C., Gertner, Y., Scott, R. M. and Yuan, S. (2010). Syntactic bootstrapping. WIREs Cognitive
Science, 1: 143–149.

Gleitman, L.R. & Papafragou, A. (2013). Relations between language and thought. In D. Reisberg (Ed.), 
Handbook of Cognitive Psychology. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 504-523.

Grosjean, F. (2010). Bilingual: Life and Reality, Harvard University Press.

Johnson, J.S., & Newport, E.L. (1989). Critical Period Effects in Second Language Learning. The
Influence of Maturational State on the Acquisition of English as a Second Language. Cognitive
Psychology, 21, 60-99.

Pinker, S. (1994) 



Courses are periodically reviewed and students’ feedback is used to improve them.  Feedback is
gathered from students using myExperience as well as informal feedback throughout the course. 



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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