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Dressed to Kill: Dress and Identity in History

Term Two  //  2021

ARTS2904 Term 2, 2021 published at 26-04-2021 // © University of New South Wales, 2021
1



Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Mina Roces m.roces@unsw.edu.au Please contact via

email
Morven Brown
359

93852348

Tutors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
James Paull j.paull@unsw.edu.au Please contact via

email
Morven Brown
211

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

In Dressed to Kill, you will explore the links between dress and gendered identities using a number of
case studies from Europe, Asia, Australia and the Americas over the last four hundred years. This
course will focus on the many meanings of dress from daily attire, to national dress and uniforms, to high
fashion across a wide gamut of cultures. We will use photographs, paintings and readings to cover topics



Assessment

Please check the Moodle site for the files on:

1.Tutorial readings and questions for discussion including the questions for the responses to readings
assessment

2. File on Seminar-- this is the file that lets you know the reading required for each seminar and the
questions for discussion.  While no assessment is due for the seminars, the reading and discussion will
be in the class test.



similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Individual exercise

Start date: 01/06/2021 04:00 PM

Details:

Students choose a public figure (e.g., president, prime minister, monarch) and assemble photographs
from newspapers, magazines and the web, and analyze their self-representation in their dress,
deportment and consumption practices.  Feedback is by individual comments given on the day of the
presentation as well as written comments on the bibliography submitted (returned the following week).

Additional details:

Refer to the lecture on analysing the photograph for how to do this.  There is a group exercise in week
3 during the seminar where students  practice analysing photographs.

Students have to submit a 600 word transcript of their analysis as well as a one page annotated
bibliography uploaded through Turnitin. The annotated bibliography just means students write a
sentence or two after each reference consulted to let us know how the source helped them in their
analysis. You should as much as possible use scholarly work on your person (ie consult biographies if
possible or history textbooks) as well as material on the political context of the time. In some cases
scholarship on constructions of ideal femininities/masculinities/gender of the particular country/culture
may also be very important.

The assessment is due on the Monday of week 8, July 17, 2021 at 5pm. At tutorials from week 8-10 we
will ask for volunteers to present their analysis at tutorials to share with classmates and get feedback. 

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 3: Response to readings

Start date: 01/06/2021 05:00 PM

Details:

Students submit a response (ca. 500-600 words) to set questions on a weekly reading before one
tutorial. Feedback is via individual comments and in-class discussion.

Additional details:

 

See the file on Tutorial readings and questions for discussion (in the Moodle site) for week 3 (the Zoot
suit) for the questions you need to answer for this assessment.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
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reports.

Assessment 4: Research essay

Start date: 01/06/2021 04:00 PM

Details:



http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS2904.html






Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Course Readings. Readings for the tutorials can be accessed through the Moodle Site under the
Leganto green link entitled: Required Readings for the Course. 

Recommended Resources

Recommended Text:  Mina Roces and Louise Edwards (eds.), 

The Politics of Dress in Asia and the Americas (Brighton:  Sussex Academic Press, 2007).

Suggested References.  
Journals:  

Fashion Theory 

Textile:  A Journal of Cloth and Culture

International Journal of Fashion Studies

Luxury: History, Culture, Consumption

Vestoj: The Journal of Sartorial Matters 

I recommend using these journals that the library holds in electronic form.  You will find lots of readings
you could mine for your essays.  See also the bibliography provided in the essay list. 

Websites

I recommend checking Bloomsbury press’ dress and fashion series.  They published most of the books
on dress (so it is called the dress press).

Course Evaluation and Development

Courses are periodically reviewed and students’ feedback is used to improve them. Feedback is
gathered using various means including UNSW’s myExperience. Teaching Evaluations conducted in
2011 suggested a slight deduction in the number of responses to tutorial questions. I reduced them from





Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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